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TUESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1879.

Her Majesty's Most Gracious Speech, delivered ly

the Lords Commissioners, to loth Houses of Parlia-

ment, on Friday, August 15, 1879.

I
My Lords and Gentlemen,

AM happy to be able to relieve you from your
laborious duties.

My relations with other Powers continue to be
cordial, and my influence with them will be em-
ployed in maintaining the obligations imposed by
treaties, and in promoting and consolidating the
general peace.

The territorial arrangements stipulated in the
Treaty of Berlin have been faithfully executed,
and the delimitation of the new frontiers is nearly
completed. The Balkan Peninsula has been
evacuted by the Russian Army, in accordance
with the Treaty. Under the unanimous sanction
of the signatory Powers, suitable provision has
been made for the Government of the Ottoman
Province of Eastern Roumelia, and I have with
great satisfaction given my approval to the elec-
tion of Prince Alexander of Battenburg as Prince
of Bulgaria.

The calamities inflicted by the late war have
hithereto precluded the adoption of those reforms
by the Ottoman Government of which it has
acknowledged the necessity; but I have urged, and
shall continue to urge, the importance of a timely
compliance with its engagements in this respect.

At the suggestion of my Government, in con-
junction with that of France, a change has taken
place in the Yiceroyalty of Egypt, which the past
misgovernment of that country had rendered
Becessary. I

I The Treaty concluded with the Ameer of Afghan-
istan, which has been laid before you, has happily
terminated the war which his predecessor com-
pelled me to undertake. By it my friendly rela-
tions with that State are re-established, guarantees
for its peace and safety given, and the frontiers of
India strengthened.

The ability displayed in this war by those in
command of my troops, British and native, and
the gallantry and endurance of the troops them-
selves well deserved the thanks bestowed upon
them by both Houses of Parliament. My acknow-
ledgments are especially due to the many native
Princes who made offers of assistance, as well as
to those whose forces were actually brought into
the field, and I recognise in such zealous co-opera-
tion their attachment and good-will to my Indian
Empire.

Since I last addressed you my forces have been
engaged in a serious conflict with the most power-
ful native ruler in South Africa. While I have
pleasure in thanking them for vindicating the
honour of the British Arms, I must mourn over
the sacrifice of many a precious life. I trust that
the decisive success which has recently attended
their operations will lead to the early establishment
of peace on an enduring basis, and that my sub-
jects in that part of the world, being thus relieved
from the danger to which they have hitherto been
exposed, may readily join in such arrangements as
may best secure their safety and prosperity in the
future.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,

I thank you for the liberal supplies which you
bavc voted for the public service.


