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BUCKINGHAM PALACE, February 5, 1850.

FEHIS day Her Majesty proceeded in state from

Buckingham Palace to the Iouse of Peers,
where she arrived soon after two o’clock; and was
received on alighting from Her state carriage,
by the Lord Chancellor, the Deputy Lord Great
Chamberlain (Lord Aveland), Garter King of
Arms, and Black Rod, and procceded into the
House in the usual order;—The Crown was
borne by the Duke of Northumberland  (Lord
Privy Seal), the Sword of State by the Duke of
Richmond and Gordon (Lord President of the
Council), and the Cap of Maintenance by tihe
Marquess of Winchester.

Her Majesty being seated on the Throne, and
the Great Officers of State and others standing in
their respective places on the right and left,
Black Rod was sent with a message from Her
Majesty to the House of Commons, commanding
their immediate attendance in the House of Peers.
The Commons being come thither accordingly,
Her Majesty was pleased to deliver to the Lord
Chancellor the following most gracious Speech to
both Houses of Parliament, which Her Majesty
commanded his Lordship to read, and which he
accordingly did:—

- My Lords, and Gentlemen,

Tt is with much satisfaction that I again resort
to the advice and assistance of my Parliament.
My relations with all the Powers continue to be
friendly. The course of ‘events since the proroga-
tion of Parliament has_ tended to furnish*additional

security to the maintenance of European peace, on

the principles laid down by the Treaty of Berlin.
Much, however, still remains to be done to repair
the disorder with which the late war has affected
many parts of the Turkish Empire. :

A Counvention for the suppression of the Slave
Trade has been concluded hetween my Govern-
ment and that of His Imperial Majesty the
Sultan.

At theclose of your last Session I expressed my
hope that the Treaty of Gundamak had happily
terminated the war in Afghanistan. In conformity
with its provisions, my Envoy, with his retinue, was
honourably received and entertained by the Ameer
at Cabul. While engaged, however, in the exer-
cise of their duty, he and those connected with
the Embassy were treacherously attacked by over-
whelming numbers, and, after a heroic defence,
were almost all massacred. An outrage so intoler-
able called for condign chastisement, and my
troops, which, pursuant to the stipulations of the
Treaty, either had withdrawn or were withdrawing

from the territories governed by the Ameer, were

ordered to retrace their steps. The skill exhibited
in the rapid march upon Cabul, and in the advances
upon the other lines of action, reflects the highest
credit upon the officers and men of my British and
native forces, whose bravery has shone with its
wonted lustre in every collision with the enemy.
The abdication of the Ameer, and the un-
settled condition of the country, vender the
recall- of my troops impossible for the present ;
but ‘the principle on which my Government has
hitherto: acted remains unchanged, and, while
determined to make the frontiers of my Indian
Empire strong, I desire to be in friendly relations



