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FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1882.

Her Majesty’s Most Gracious Speech, delivered by
the Lords Commissioners, to boil Houses of Parlia-
ment, on Tuesday, Iebruary 7, 1882,

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

T is with much satisfaction that I again invite
your advice and assistance in the conduct of
public affairs.

I have given my approval to a marriage hetween
my son Prince Leopold, Duke of Albany, and Her
Serene Highness Princess Helen' of Waldeck and
Pyrmont. I have every reason to beliove that this
will be a happy union.

I continue in relations of cordial harmony with
all Foreign Powers.

The Treaty for the cession of Thessaly to the
Greek Kingdom has now been executed in its main
provisions. The transfer of sovereignty and of
occupation was effected in a manner honourahle
to all congerned.

In concert with the President of the French
Republic, I have given careful attention to the
affairs of Egypt, where existing arrangements have
imposed on me special obligations. I shall uge my
influence to maintain the rights already established,
whether by the Firmans of the Sultan or by various
international engagements, in a spirit. favourable
to the good government of the country and the
prudent development of its institutions. :

I have pleasure in informing you that the re-
storation of peace beyond tlie” North - Western
Frontier, together with continued ‘internal tran-
quillity, plentiful seasons, and increase of the
revenue, has enabled my Government in India to
resume works of public’ utility “which' had been
suspended, and to devote its attention to measures

for the further improvement of the condition of the
people.

“The Convention with the Transvaal has been
ratified by the Representative Assembly; and I
have seen no reason to qualify my anticipations of
its advantageous working.

I have, however, to regret that, although hos-
tilities have not been renewed in Basutoland, the
country still remaius in an unsettled condition.

Gentlemen of the ITouse of Commons,

The Estimates for the service of the year are
in an advanced stage of preparation, and will be
promptly submitted to you.

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

My communications with France on the subject
of a new Commercial Treaty have not been closed.
They will be prosecuted by me, as T have already
acquainted you, with & desire to conclude a Treaty
favourable to extended intercourse between the two
nations, to whose close amity I attach so areat a
value.

The trade of the country, both domestic and
foreign, has for some time been improving, and the
mildness of the winter season has heen eminently
suited to farming operations. Better prospects
are, I trust, thus opened for.the classes immedi-
ately concerned in agriculture. _

The public revenue, which is greatly, though
not always at once, affected by the state of industry
and' commerce, has not yet exhibited an upward
movement in proportion to their increased activity.

The condition of Ireland at this time, as com-
pared with that which I described at the beginning
of last year, shows signs of improvement, and en- -
courages the hope that perseverance in the course



