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Her Majesty's Most Graciows Speech, delivered by
the Lords Commissioners, to both Houses of Parlia-
ment, on Saturday, August 25, 1883,

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

IN releasing you from your protracted lahours,

I use the occasion to acknowledge your unre-
mitting energy and devotion in the fulfilment of the
great trust committed to you.

The harmony of my relations with Toreign
Governments continues to be undisturhed.

The Conference, assembled in London for the
settlement of various questions conneeted with the
free navigation of the Danube, hag, by the con-
ciliatory attitude of the countries represented in it,
arrived at an agreement favourable to commerce.

The work of administrative reorganization in

Egypt, though retarded at important points by
the visitation of cholera, has steadily advanced.
" -The aim of the temporary occnpation of the
country by my military forces, the considerations
which must supply the measure of its duration,
and the constant direction of my efforts to the
maintenance of established rights, to the tranquility
of the East, and to the welfare of the Egyptian
people, have been more than once explained to you,
and they remain unchanged.

Occurrences arising out of the French operations
in Madagascar form the subject of communications
with the government of T'rance, which, conducted
in the spirit of friendship, will, I doubt not, lead
to satisfactory results. In connection with {hese
occurrences my attention has been, and will con-
tinue to be, steadily directed to all which may
affect the rights or liberties of my subjects.

My hopes for the re-establishment of stable

peace and order in Zululand have not as yet been
fullilled, and the working of the Convention with
the Transvaal Government has proved in certain
respects to be far from satisfactory.

In regard to the first, I shall, while avoiding all
gratuitous interference, study to maintain such
engagements as L have contracted, and keep
sleadily in view the security of the border of
Natal.

The question of frontier policy opened by the
second, which in different forms have for so long
a time constituted the main difficulty in the adminis-
tration of my South African possessions, will, with
other points, shortly be discussed in this country
between my Ministers and the confidential Envoys
who are to he despatched from the Transvaal for
the purpose.

Gentlemen of the House of Commons,

I thank you for the liberal supplies by which

you lhave enabled me to make adeguate provision

for the public establishments and other services of
the country during the current year,

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

The revenune has thus far not fallen short of its
anticipated’ amount. The condition of the classes
suffering from the depression of agriculture has
in most districts of the country shown some degree
of improvement, and the general state of trade and
industry is sound.

I can refer with greater satisfaction than on some
former occasions to the condition of Ireland,
except in regard to the disposal of Appeals, where
there is still much to be desired. The action of
the appointed tribunals has brought into wide




