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Leiter from Captain Sir Tiose l’ne:.a.\r.)m

Neizan, Dart dated at Calcutty, the 13:h

uzh pleafure in tranfmitting you a
1ain Cullier’s letter of the 10th
sy for the information of my Lords
wous of the Admiralty, giving a very
vimdwceoant of his fioking the Freach na-

2+ fa Tloche of 22 guns, and 170 men.

el of Usprain Collisr’s unremitiing
vy oTance ender every trying circumflance,

e determined condud@ in waiping the Vidtor
»adie harbour, is likely to be of very ma-
Heivice o the commerce of, India, as La
© was unqueitivsably intended o cruile in
!'l.sy uf U;ug.d.
1 bave the henour tn be, &e.

Howme Poruam.

by Roads, Scptember 19, 1801,
«+ tue of the crew of his Majelty’s floop
command, after leaving the Red Sea,
viojput into the iflind 1ieav Garcia ;
o ing a large fupply of turtle and good
U Uit tiar harboar on the 27th of Au-
i piozaeded on the execution of the par-
L rviee pointed out in your orders of the
¢ parden the zd it in finht of thefe
+ his Mijelly’s floap fell in with a French
 carvette, and afier a few ineffe@ual man-
vler pary, from the ﬂ:periur fniling of
“hen going large, 1 had the plea-
wamging te a cisle adion at three
Creie PAL The difpuifed fate of the
B ot iung deceive the enemy, the fi-
sulide vroved fuflicient, the corverte
©her wind and endeavouring to efcape,
s fiia =
o Fiee Supence.

1is Majesty's alun.[m Victor, Mahe

which, in about twenty minutes, [ was furry to
obferve, by having almolt folely direfted her fire
at our mafls and fails fhe had a fuir profped of
effelling, for on her tacking under our lee, 1
endeavoured ta wear, with the hope of bearding
on her bow, when I had the morttfiction to
find both lower and topfil braces ihot away on
the ftarboard fide, as well as preventer ones and
bow lines, add before others could ‘be 1ove the
corvette was half a mile to windward, Nighe
failt approaching added to the chagrin T fel: on
obferving the corvette fuil better than the Vidor
en a wind.  The chace continued all night, fre-
qeatly within gan-fhot, and at funfer the foilow-
ing day, from the wind having favoured tlie c-
nemy, fhe was four or five” miles to windward ;
in the night of the qth loft fisht of the chafe,
when, probably by tacking, fhe cleaped.

In this affair [ had ons man wounded with
two musket balls, and Mr Middleton, "mafter’s
wate, flightly 5 the damage faftained in the
hell teifiing,. the foremalt {hot through, and
I have to. regret our fails and rigping much
cut. .

Judping from the courle the corvetic was fleer.
ing, whea {irft feen, fhe' muft be bound to thefe
ilands, I pufhed for them, and ‘towards {unfer
of the sth, fhe was again feen runnisg. in fou this
anchorage. I kept under eafy fail till dark, wiien
the Viflor was anchared. At daylight I had
the fasisfattion of feeing the -corvette moored
with fprings in the bafon, or inner harbour, \with
ared flag at the fore {which, as I fince iearn
was-in defiance) ; beiny unacquainted with the
channel, and having no pilot, Mr Crawford. the
malter, (though ill of a fever) and Mr Middle.
ton, being volunteers, were fent 1o found, which

; fervice thzy complerely performed ; nor did the
i laster genteman defift, till repeatedly fired

s by
2 boat from the corvette. H
__The extreme narrownefs of the channel, added

R

—

. Smith

to the wied not being very favourable, campelled
me to vfe waips and ke (tay-fuails only. whic
expoled the fhip toa raking fire for fome mi-
outes, ll, thoaling our water, I.was obliged to
bring vp, Having two finings on the cable our
broadinde was foon brough: to bear ; and at three
quartes paft eleven AL M. a well-diredted fire
was epened, which was kep: up inceffantly from
toth veilels vl twenty minuges paft two, when I
plainly peiceived the enemy twas going down
in afew minures her cable was cut, (e cal
vound, ard her bow grounded on a coral
recf.

Mr M Tean, the Firlt” Liertenant, with a
party of officers and men, were fent to board.—
Thoegh fearce had they put off, ere we difco.
vered the enemy w be on fire—Licutenan:
and ather officers were then fent with
proper alliflance, but jult as they had fucceeded
in extinguifing the fire, fhe fell on her larboard
bilge into deeper water, and funk.

She proves to have been the French national
corvette La Fleche, mounting zo long French
eight pounders, anfwering to Lnglifh nines, with
twn llern chafers, though it appears all her guns
were not mounted in the firf} atiion ; was larger
han the Viftor in dimenfions, perfedly new, a
remarkable falt Ciler, and rot four months from
Trance, commanded by Capuain Bonamy, Liey.
wenant de Vaifleau, with four Lieutenants, and

a compliment of 145 men, fome of whom had
becn left fick at Bourbon,

From a number of d
ported to be found. on
two alongfide,

ead and dying men re.
her forecaltle, as well ag
I am induced to believe the car.
MSe was great, though only four are acknows-
ledged by the French Captam.

. She had 20 men to aflift a her guns, form.
ing a part of the crew of the French frigate La
Chiffonne, captured here a few days fince by his
Majelty’s fhip La Sybille, Captain Adam,




