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By the KIN G,
A PROCLAMATION;

For the Encouragement of Piety and Virte, ead for
Preventing and Punifbing of Vice, Profaneusfs, and
Immorality.
GEORGE R, ,

E moft Serioufly and. Religioufly con-
fidering, that it is an indifpenfible Duty
on Us to b¥ careful, above all other
Things, to preferve and advance the

Honour and Service of Almighty God, and 1o
difcourage and fuppres all Vice, Profanenefs,
Debauchery, and  Immorality, . which are fo
" Jhighly difpleafing to God, fo great a Reproach to
Qur Religion and Government, and (by Means of
the frequent ill Examples of the PraQices thereof )
have {o fatal a Tendency to.the Corruption of many
of Our loving Subjelts, otherwile Religioufly and
Virtuoufly dilpofed, and which (if not timely re-
medicd) .may jultly draw down the Divine Ven-
geance on Us and Our Kingdoms : We alfo ha bly
acknowledging, that We cannot expect the Blefling
and Goodnefs of Almighty God, (by whom Kings
reign, and on which We entirely rely) to make
Qur Reign happy and profperovs to Qur Self and
Our People, without a Religious Obfervance ‘of
God’s ‘Holy Laws: To the Intent therefore that
Religion, Piety, and good Manners may {according
to Our moft hearty Defire) flourith and increafe un
der Our Adminiftration and Government, We have
thought fit, by the Advice of Our Privy Councii,
to iffue this Our Royal Proclamation, and do hercby
declare Our Royal . Purpofe .and Refolution to
difcountenance and punith all Manner of Vice,
Prophanencfs,. and.. Immorality, in all Perfons of
whatloever Degree or Quality, within this Our
Realm, and particularly in fuch as are em%}oyed near
Our~Royal Perfon ; and that for the Eucourage-
nent of Religion and Morality, We will, upon all
Occafions, diﬁinguifh Perfons of Piety and Virtue,
by Marks of. Our Royal Favour. And We do.ex-
pect and require, that all Perfons of Honour, or in
Place of Authority, will give good Exaw:ple by their
own Virtue and Piety,’and to their urmoft contribute
to the Difcountenancing Perfons of diffolute and de-
bauched Lives, that they, being reduced by that
. Means to Shame and Contempt, for their loofe and
evil Actions and Behaviour, may be thereby alfo en-
forced the fooner to reform their ill Habits and
Praftices, and rhat the vifible Difpleafure of Good
Men towards them may, (as far as it is poffible)
fupply what the Laws {probably) cannot altogether
prevent..  And We do hereby {triétly enjoyn and pro-
hibit, all Our loving Subje&s, of what Degree or
Quality {oever, from playing on the Lord’s Day at
Dice, Cards, or any other Game -whatfoever, either
4n Public or Private Houfcs, or other Place or Places-

whatfoever ; and We do hereby require-and com--

mand them, and cvery of, them, decendy and re-
verently to attend the Worfhip of God on every
Lord's Day, on Pain of Our higheft Difpleafure, and
of being proceeded againft with the utmoft Rigour,
that may be by Law.
reforming all fuch Perfons, whd, by reafon. of théir:
diffoluze Lives apnd Converfations, are a Scandal
to Qur Kiugdom, Oar further Pleafure is, and We

do hereby Riietly charge and sqmmand alhdPua
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And for the more effeGual’

L

featd?ag November 1, 1760.
adge

j ; Mayors, -Sheriffs, Juftices of the Peace, and

all other Qur Officers and Minifters, both Ecclefie. -
aftical and Civil, and all other Qur Subjeéts, whom -

it maay concern, to be very vigilant and frit in the -
Difcovery, and the effectual Profecution and Punifh.

ment of all Perfons, who fhall be guilty of éxceflive
Drinking, Blafphemy, Prophane Swearing and -
Curfing, Lewdnefs, Prophanation of the Lord’s Day;,-
.or other diflolate, immoral, or diforderly Pratices; -
and that they take Care alflo effeftually to fupprefs

all Public Gaming Houfes and Places, and 'other -
lewd and diforderly Houfes, and to put in Exetution’ -

the Statate made in the Twenty-ninth Year of the ’
-Reign of: the late King Charles the Second, intitled, °,

“ An A& for the better Obfervation of the Lord's °
“ Day, commonly called Sunday:” And alfo an' ™
A& of Parliament ‘made in the Ninth Year of the
Reign of the lite King William the Third, intitled,
¢ An A for the inore effeftual Supprefling of Blafz.'
¢ phemy and Prophanenéfs ;*” and all other Laws now °,
in Force for the Punithing and Suppreffing’ any of
the Vices aforcfaid ; and alfo to fupprefs and pre-
vent all Gaming whatfoever in Public or Private **
Houfes on the Lord’s Day ; and likewife, that they °
ke effeCtual Care to prevent all Perfons keeping
‘Caverns, Chorolate-houfps, Coffee-houtes, ‘or other
Pablic Houfes whatlocver, from felling Wine,Cho-
colate, Coftee, Ale, ®eer, or othér Liquors, or re-
cciving or permitting Guefls to be or vemdin in
fuch their {oules ir the Time of Divine Service on
the Lord’s, Day, as they will anfwer it to Almighty *
God, and upon Pain of Our higheft Difplafure, ',
And for the moré effe@ual Proceeding herein, We
do hereby diret and command all Our Judges of ..
Aflize, and Juftices of the Peace, to give ftrict
Charges at their refpe@tive Affizes and Seffions, for
the due Profecution and Pumithment of all Petfons
‘that fhall prefome to offend in any of the Kinds
afpre{aid; and alfo of all Perfons that, contrary tp |
their Duty, fhall be remifs or negligent in putting
the faid Laws in Execution ; and that they'do, af theix * -
_relpeéiive Aflizes and Quarter Seflions of the Péacs,’ .
caufe this Our Royal ‘Proclamation ‘to be publickly "/ . -
read in open Court immediately’ before ‘the Charge’ ™
is given.  And We do hereby furthér ‘Charge and "'
command_every Mivifter it kis refpeftive Parithe
Church or Chapel to read, or caule to be réad,
this Our Proclamation, at leaft four Times in every
Year, immediately after Divine” Service, and to in-
cite and ftir up cheir refpefive’ Auditors to the,
Praftice of Piety and Virtue, and the Avoiding ofall
Immorality and Prophanenefs. And to the End that - .
all Vice and Debauchery may be prevented, and Ree
ligion-and Virtue- prattifed “by all Officers, private, ,
Soldiers, Mariners, and others, who are employed in”
Ouyr Service by Sea and Land, We do hereby ftrictly |
charge and command all Our Commanders and Offi. |
cers whatfoever, *hat they do take Care to' avoid all  *
Profanenefs; - Debauchety, and other- Immoralities, _
and that, by their own good and virtaons Lives and .
Converfations, they do fet good Examples to all’
fach as-are under their Care and Authority; snd :
likewife"take Care of and -infpeét the Behaviour of. .- 7
all’ fuch as are :under -them, ‘and punith all thofe ™
.who fhall be guilty of any: the Offences Aforefaid, 23 ~
they will be-anfierable’ for‘the il Confequences of
 their Negle& heiein, - *  ~~ - b
o43ived 5{(;):;{“(}63:‘1-‘;‘%{&'Léicéffer;ljlbufg the Thirtye .1
- firlt Diay"'of’ Oftobier 1760,.and in:the:Firk 55~
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