?‘r(mj?aﬁm of the Aufwer of the Secretary of State
of Bit mofi. Faithful Majefly, 1o the Zé;maria,l
%‘ the Spanifp Ambaffader, and the Minifier

lenipatentiary of France.

O N Lewis da Cunha, Secretary of State to ¢he
moft Faithful King, having laid before his
Majetty, the Memorial, which his Excellency Monf,
Torrero, the Catholick King’s Ambaffador, and
Monf. O Dun, Minifter Plenipstentiary from the moft
Chyiftian Kisg, st this Cotirt, delivered to him the
16th of this Moiith, wherein, afier having declared
the Reafons of the prefent War, brokea out between
the faid Two Monarchs, and England, his moft
Faithful Majefty is invited to unite himfelf, by an
Offenfive and Defenfive League, to the Two Courts
©of Verfailles, and of Madrid, againft England ; w
/ break off all Communication and Commerce tvith
/ thie Englith ; to treat them as Common Enemies, not
only of the Three Allied Powers, but of all the other
Maritime Ones, to drive them from his Ports, to fhut
. them againft all Ships of War and IMerchant Ships, and
to join the Portuguefe Forces to thofe of France, and
of Spain, to obtain, by this Means, the Obje& of
the faid War: the Ambaflador of the Catholick
King finally declaring, That that Monarch, before
he caufed the above-mentioned Memorial to be pre-
fented to the King, had ordered his Troops to march
to the Frontiers of Portugal, to prevent the Defigas
of the Englith, who might have furprized the Ma.
siime Places of this. Kingdom, when the Offenfive
Union of his moft Faithful Majefly, with their Ca-
tholick, and moff Chriftian Majeflies. fhovld come
to their Knowledge. ,

Tlie King having taken ths Contents of the afere-
§aid Memorial into feriows Caonfideraiion, in the pre-
¢ife Term of Four Days, has ordered his Seeretary
of State to gnfwer ;

- That his moft Faithful Majefty is fealibly affefted,
at feeing the Flames of War ﬁ’mdl@i between the
Powers with whom he is clofely connefted by
‘Ties of Blood, and of Friendfhip, end by folemn
T'reaties, fuch as Spain, Fragce, anc. Great Britain ¢
That his moft Faithfu} Majelty wiltes that thofe
fame Ties, and the Nestrality he cbferves, may
‘engble him to propofe by his Mediaticn, a Renewal
of the Conferences broken off at London, fome
Time fince, and to fe, if, by this Means, It be
poflible to reconcile Interells and Minds ; fo thay,
without fusgher Effufion of Human Bleed, an advan-
tageous, neceflary and ufeful Peace may bz obtained.

That his moft Faithful Majefly, difpcfed as much

as paffible to comply with the Propofal madc on the
‘Part of the Catholick and moft Chiiftian Kings,
defires them neverthelels, @ reflel on the infur-
moutitable ObRacles, which binder him from en-
tring into the Offenfive League propoled tor him.
That the Court of Porsugal having ancient and un-
interrupted Alliamces with the Bn-ntnﬁn_ Court, ‘ifm'_
many Years paft, by folemn 2ad_publick Treaties,
purely defenfive, and, as fuch, insocent; and not
having received any immediate Olfencs on the Pare
of Great Britain, to break the fame Treaties, his
moft Faithful Majefty could not encer into an Offen-
ifse League againft that Ceurt, without Leing want-
ing to the publick Faith, Religion, Fidelity, and
Decoram, which are the fnvariable Pri-ciples of his
Majefiy’s Mind, and of all Religious and Magna-
niresus Pringes, fuch as the Catholick and wmoft
Chriftian Kinge. o

That, befides thefe Confidesatipns, .0
Fall Majelly, loving his Subjells 2c g
ing obliged to attend to their Prefer
i3 1o ealy to fee, that he would be w
onz and the other, if he fonld oblf
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are not in a Condition to fupport, after the Misfor:
tunes, which have happened in Portugal, by the
long Sickaefs of the late King, his Majefty’s glorious
Féther ; by the Earthquake in the Year 1755 ; and
by the horrible Confpiracy of 1758.

_ That his moft-Faithful Majefly, upon thefe Prin-
ciples of Religion, Humanity, and Publick Faith,
having embraced the Syftem of Neutrality, has given
Orders to repair his Ports, and Maritime Places, and
to provide them with every thing neceffary, ard to
equip a fufficient Number of Ships of War to protec
them ; hehas caufed his Troops to be held ready, ahd
athand, to prevent, in the {aid Portsand Maritime

( Places, thofe Accidents which might ha%pen there ;

All thefe Difpofitions having been made for the com-
thion Advantage of the Powers who are at War, with-
cat Diftintion of any; and in order that the Sub-
je&ts of the fame Powers may enjoy the Protettion
and Hofpitality granted, and religioufly obferved in
all Times, in the Ports of this Kingdom, dccording
to the common Rule of the Law of Nations, and the
Pradtice of all the Courts, who have no Intereft to
take Part in the Wars which are kindled between
other Nations. ‘

In fhort, theabove mentioned Secretary of State
of his moft Faithful Majefty, has the King’s Orders
to tell his Excellency Don Jofeph Torrero, in order -
that he may tranfmit it to the King his Mafter, That
his moft Faithful Majefty, fince the Acceffion of his
Catholic Majefty to the Throne of Spain, has alwaysy
given him the moft diftinguithed Marks of a Brother
who loves him, of a Brother-in-Law who efteems
him; ofa fincere Friend, and of a Neighbour, who
has forgotten nothing to cultivate an mrimate Cor-
refpondence with him;- even {o far as to ftipulate by
the laft Treaty of the 12th of February of thé pre-
ceding Year, even when the Acquintions of the
King were in Queftion—*¢ That he preferred to
o every other Intereft, that of removing the fmalleft
s¢ Occafion, that might become an Obftacle to, or
¢ alter, not only the good Correfpondence due to
s¢ his Friendfhip, and to the ftri¢t Ties of Blood,
*s but that might prevent an intimate Union between:
¢t their refpeflive Subje&s.” TheKing hopes, that
the Moment his Catholic Majefty fhall have reflected
upon all thefe Marks of Love, of Friendfhip, and
of uninterrupted Difpofitions to pleafe him, and
fhall have weighed ‘them with the Force of the Rea-
fons -above-ciced, he will fee on the ene Hand that
thefe Reafons alone, which exceed the Limits of the-
King’s Power, hinder him from entering into the
League propofed to him ; and, on the other Hand,
he will alfo fee, tha it is impoflible for any Fhing to
be done in the Ports of this Kingdom contrary 1o the
Interefts of his Catholic Majefty, and to the firm
Neutrality which this Court confiders as a neceflasy
Principle of her Syftem. Palace, zoMarch, 1762,

Dow Lewis da Cunka.

Tranflation of a Memovial of the Ambaffadsr of - -
S;Zgn, mdf of the Minifler Plenipotentiary ;}r
France, delivered to S da Cunba the 1ff of
April, 1762,

ON Jofcph Torrero, Ambaflador of the Ca-
¢holick King, and Don James O Dun, Mi-
nifter Plenipotentiary of the moft Chriftian King 5
the Firft, in virtue of mew Orders which he has re-
ceived from his Catholick Majelty, afier he had feen
the Anfwes given by his Excellency Don Lewis d=
Cunha, Seevetary of State to the moft Faithful King,
dated the zoth of March 1a®, eo dhe Memorial which

| the Two Minifiers delivered ¢ohim ; and the Second,
- in Confequence of the Syftem which che King hijs.

Suea the Calamities of an Offenfive Waz, which they | Mafter, and the Catholick Kiog, - bis Coufin, htve

cmbraeed,



