embraced, to keep themfelves fo united, that the In-

. tereft of the one may be the Intereft of the other :
The faid Ambaffador and Minifter Plenipotentiary,
with the profound Refpeét due to the Monarch of
Portugal, defirous to fatisfy the Reafons fet forth, by
his Royal Order, in the faid Anfwer of his Excellency
Monf. da Cunha, of the zoth of March laft, and at
the fame Time, infifting on thofe which they pro-
duced in their Memorial of the 16th of the faid
Month, they humbly declare to his moft Faithful
Majefty ;

"I'hat their Catholick and moft Chriftian Majefties
are thoroughly perfuaded, that the Misfortunes of
the War, which they f{uffer, are not indifferent to
hts moft Faithful Majetty, and that he would have
wifhed to contribute to the Happinefs of Peace; but
unfortundtely it is not in his Power to do it, except
by Force, {and that is what they invite him t0) in
order to reduce the Enemy not to defpife Propofals
of Accommedation, as they have hitherto done.

That, if there fhould be’ a2 pew Negotiation for
Peace, their Catholick and moft Chriftian Majefties
would accept the Mediation of his moft Faithful
Majefty, out of Regard to his facred Perfon ; but the
Partiality which his Miniftry has fhewn for the En-
gliik, defiring to defend their Neutrality in the
Courfe of the prefent War, would make his moft
Chriftian Majefty -fear with Reafon, that the Medi-
ation of his moft Faithful Majefty wonld not be fa-
vourable to him ; and the Catholick King would a&t
contrary to his own Decorum, if he fhould, on his
Side, admit it, when he calls to Mind the Conduét of
the Court of Lisbon, on the King’s Offers to accon-
modate the Differenees with the Court of Rome,
without having been able to obtain from Portugal
any Mark of Confidencs, or Defire of Reconciliation
with the Holy See, (an incredible Thing) except the
fingle Anfwer, That bitterto God had not granted the

avorable Morment for Reconciliation.

‘That their Catholick and moft Chriftian Majefties
thoroughly believe his moft Faithful Majefty’s Aver-
fion to War, and his conftant Difpofitions for Peace :
Their Enemies alfo kndw them, fo as to make Ad-
vantage of them.

That the Defenfive Alliances with the Court of
London, which his moft Faithful Majefty fets forth
to thew the Impoflibility of his accepting the Offen-~
five and Defenfive League propofed to him, cannot
be any Obftacle to him ; that the Reafons, given
on this Subjelt, are not founded ; and that thofe
fame Alliances are not fo innocent, as they would
have them thought,

They are not an Obftacle; becaufe there is no
Alliance which is obligatory, when the Queftion is
to thake off a Yoke, which one Nation would lay
on Another ; and this is the Projett, already far
advanced, of England on Portugal,

They are not founded ; becaufe, notwithRanding
itis aflured, that the Crown of Portugal has not re-
ceived any Offence from England, to induce her to
a Breach of Treaties, the contrary is clearly mani-
fefted ; for what ftronger Offence than That of at-
tacking a French Squadron in one of the Ports of
Portugal ? This fingle Infult is fufficient to give his
moft Faithfol Majefty a Right to declare War a-
gainft his Britannick Majefty, if he has not given a
{uitable Sztisfattion for it ; and if he has done ir,
without, at the fame Time, obtaining Reftitution of
his moft Chriftian Majefty’s Ships, the moft Chriftian
King has a Right to’ declare War againft his moft
Faithfuf Majefty. :

Thefe Alliances are not fo innocent, though they
are_called purely Defenfive ; becaufe they become
in Reality Offenfive, from the Situation of the Por-
tuguefe Dominions, and from the Nature of the
Englifh Power : The Englith Squadrons ¢annos keep

the Sea in,all Seafins, or cruize on the principal
Coalts for cutting off the French and Spanith Navi-
gation, without the Ports, and the Afliftance of Por-
tugal : Thefe Iflanders would not infult all Maritime
Europe ; they would let others enjoy their Poffefii-
ons, and their Commerce, if ail the Riches of Por-
tugal did not pafs into their Hands ; confequently
Portugal furnifhes them with the Means to make
War ; and their Alliance with the faid Coart is Of-
fenfive; and if not, It is asked, by what Reafon
England fhould be obliged to fend T'roops to the
Afbftance of Portugal, and not Portugal to the Al-
fiftance of England ? It it is not, becauafe England
finds a Compenfation in the indire& Affitance of
Portugal, by Means whereof the makes War againft
Spain and France.

The faid Alliances were made in the Beginning of
this Century, when there were Animofities and Op-

-pofitions, occafioned by the preceding Pofleffion of

Spain, and for as long as they might laft: Thofe
Animofities, however, are now ended, and two Bro-
thers are Poffeflors of Spain and Portegal ; fhall it
then be allowed between two Brothers, for the one
to furnith Arms to the Enemy of the other? Necef-
fity might, then, have authorifed the King of Por-
tugal to adopt an Alliance contrary to his true Syf.
tem, and to his Decorum : Now he ought to he
glad of the Neceflity, which others lay opon him w0
make ufe of his Reafon, in order to take the Road
of his Glory and Common Intereft.

That if the mott Faitbful King loves his Subjeds,
as a Fatber, and if he ought 10 preferve chem, 23
King, their ‘Catholick and moft Chriftian Majelties
not only approve it, but they imitate it, by pitying
their Subje&ts for fo many Calamities : However,
their Majefties are not blameable for thofe shey fuf-
fer by War, no more than his moft Faithful Majefty
will be, when he enters into it, with fo much Juftice
as the prefent: He ought, on the contrary, to hope,
by the Affiftance of God, and of his good Allies, for
new Splendour to his Crown, and the greateft Ad-
vantages to, his Subjefts : They will thes enjoy a
ftrong and folid Syftem, as well in Peace, as War ;
whereas by that of an Union with the Englith, the
Risk and Uncertainty of the Affiftance of Great Bri-
tain to defend them againft Spain, may be now feen
by the very Precautions taken by Portugal; even
fuppofing, with Reafon, that the Kingdom of Por-
;ugal ought not to be indifferent to the Englifh ; and
that they ought to be offended with the Proceedings
of Spain.

That their moft Chriftian and Catholick Majefties
do not complain of his moft Faithful Majefty’s cau-
fing his Places- to be repaired and garrifoned, his
Ports to be guarded by Ships of War, and his
Troops to approach the Flaces where they might be
neceflary : Thefe are Precautions of a wife and pru-

dent Prince: Thejr Majefties might, however, cpm- .

plain of the Preference given to England, to fend
Succours to Portugal, for the Objet of thofg.fame
Precautions ; to keep at Lisbon an Englifh General,
feveral Aids de Camp, and other Officers ; fince it
is mot pofiible but that they will concest Military
Projeéts, according to the Solicitations of the Portu-
guefe Minifter at London, which are publick; and
which the Englith themfelves do not ¢o . But
as his moft Faithful Majefty is fill in Time to em.-
brace the moft juft Party, the Two Monarchs of

France and Spain flatter themfelves, that the Prepa- -

rations of the King of Portugal may acquire an Al-
ly ; being well aflured, that they will give him but
litle Umbrage, and, on the contrary, that they will
produce much Advantage to him. If the Englifh
bad been convinced, that the Preparations were caly
againft the Offenders of the Neutrality, they would
o} bave contribused thereto with fuch Good-will,

fince



