_ Planks, and difperfe the Enemy, who tveré begin-
ing to affemble in great Numbers both Horfe and
Foot, 1o oppofe our Defcere.  This Cannonade had
the defired Effect. They retired; and left us a clear
Coalt ; but a violent Surf arofe, many Boats were
dathed to Pieces, our Arms arid Ammunition much
damaged ; providentially no Lives were loft. - We
formed upon the Beach, marched, and took Pof-
feflion of the Maluca, fix:d our Qui-Polis, and pafled
the whole Night under Arms. The Spauiards were
employed in barning Fart of their Suburbs.

The zgth we icized 2 Fort which the Spaniards
had 1banduned, named thg Polverifta, that proved
a moft excellent Place of Arms for covering the
Landing of our Stores; and fecuring our Commau-
. pmication with che Squadron.. Colonel Moafon, who

was detached with 200 Men to view the Roads and
. Approaches to Manila, occupied the Hermita Church,
large and coinmodivus, about goo Yards from the
City. We made thc Prieft’s Houfe the Fead Qaar-
tera ; fent Orders to Major More to miarch up with
the 7gth Regiment to {fecure and muintain this Pott,
which was of the utmoft Com’eguence, both from
its Sirength, and the great Cover it afforded us
from the Rains chat had deluged the Country, and
.made it impoflib'e to encamp ; for we too foon found,
that the Monloen had broke apon us. The Suarf
continued dangerols ; the Rains increafed ; the
Landing of our Arillery, and Stores, became very
hazardous ; our remaininé Troops were put on
Shore with much Peril, and fome Lofs; Licuténant
Hardwick was drowned : But the Courage and Adt-
“vity of the Se.men furmounted all Obflacles; they
got on Share Part of ths Seapoys, fome Provifions,
and fuch Stores as were firlt wanted, and by Signals
demanded from the Squadron ; the Ofticess of which
were indefatigable in giving us all poffible Aflitance ;
and Captain Jocelyn, who was entrufted with the
Care ot the Dilembarkation, did every Thing that
could be wilhed.or expefted from a diligent good
Officer. We left the Marines at our firtt Poft, the
Malata, to be near the Polveritta, preferve our Com-
munication, and guard our Stores and Park of Artil-
lery. The Men, from the good Conduét and-Ex-
ample of their Officers, behaved very well, and
were of . great Ule upon all- Geeafions,  As the
Rains had forced us to feek the Proteétion of the
Houfes that were under the Fire of the Balions,
the Spaniards cannonaded our Quarters, which were
much nearer the Walls than - the ufual Rules of War
refcribe.  They .attempted likewife .to burn more
of their Suburbs, but were prevented by the great
Adiivity and good Conduft of Captain' Fletcher,
Major of . Brigade ; and Captains Stevenfon and
Catsford, the Engineers ; who having advanced
under Cower of the Houfes to St. Jago’s Church,
pear the Sea, and within 300 Yards of the Town,
reported its Importance fo fenfibly, that we pofted
a Body of Men there, notwithftanding its Contiguity
to their Baftions. The Enémy foon fired upon us,
but not with Perfeverance or Effe&t enough to dif-
lodge us. We had fome few Men killed and
wounded. : :
26th. ‘The Admiral fent on Shore the Battalion of
Seamen under the Command of the Captains Col-
lins of the Weymouth, Pitchford of the America, and
George Ourry from the Panther. They were can-
toned between the 7gth Regiment and the Marines.
‘The reft of the Company's Iroops of all Sorts were
likewife landed, and put undeér Cover. The Spa-
niards advanced out of the Garrifon, under the Com.
mand of the Chevalier Fayett, with 400 Men, and

2 Field Pieces i and from a Church, about 200

Yards to the Right. of that we Yefterday took Pof-
fefion of, near the Sea, begun a Cannonadé upon
the Right Flank of ous Polt.  Some Seapoys, under

" Provifions, and casry ont their Efie@s.

Enfign Carty, who behaved very well; wete firfk feiig
to fkirmith with them, fupported by three Picquets
of the 9th Reégiment, and 160 Seamen, all under
the Command of Colohel Monfon, who foon dreve
the Enémy back into the Town. In their precipi-
tate Flight, on¢ of the Field Pieces was lefe upon
the Gldeis. A

The fuperior Skill and Bravery of our Peoplé were
fo evident from this Affair, that it-occafioned a fe-
cond Sumnions to the Governor, but to no Pupofe;
the An{wer was miich more fpirited than their Con-
du& had been.  Colonel Monfon had Orders to keep
Poffeflion of this fecond Church, (if he found it te-
nable} for as tve had not Men enaugh, or dry
Ground to make regular ‘Approdches, we were forced
into thefe Mealures, rafh as they‘fccm, and con-
trary to all Rules of our Profeflion, by our critical
Situation. Frotn the Top of this Poit, which we
called N° 2, we had a perfet View of the Enemics
Works. The Front, we were obliged to attack, was
defended’by the Baftions of St.Diego and St.Andrew,
with Orillons and retired Flanks ; a Ravelin which
covered the Royal Gate, a wet Ditch, CoveredWay,
ahd Glacis. The Baftions were ia ¢xcellent QOrder,
lined with a great Number of fine Brafs Cannon 3
but their Ravelin was not armed, thé Covered Way
oat of Repuir, the Glacis by much too low, and the
Ditch .was not produced round the Capital of the
Baftion of St. Diego, which determined us to at<
tack .it, and make our Difpofitions accordingly.
The Negligence and Omiflion of the Enemy to poft
Centries in the Covered Way, gave us an Opportu-
nity of founding the Ditch ; which petilous Ente-
prize was eflected by a fmall Party of the 7gth Regi-
ment, under Capt. Fletcher, who begged Leave to.
undertake jt : The Spaniards fired from their Baftion,
and killed or wounded three of our.People 5 ‘The .
Depth of the Water was only five Feet, the Breadth
about 30 Yards. As the great Extent of this popa- |
lous City made it impoflitle to invelt it with our
Handful of Men, two Sides were conftantly open
to the Spaniards to intréduce Supplies of Men and
They avail-
ed themfelves of our Weaknes, Their own Gar-
rifon of 806 Men of the Royal Regiment, under the

‘Command of the Marquis of Villa Mediana, Bri- -
" gadier General, was augmented by a Body of 10000

Indians from the Province of ‘Pampanga, a fierce .
and barbarous People. Tnefe Difadvantages were
not to be remedied, as we could not take Poffeflion
of Minondo, Tondo, and La Vera Cruz, the Pofs .
which commanded the River, and Commaunication
with the Country. The Inundations had fecured
their Parian Suburb ;, but no Difficvlties could check’

“the Ardor of the Troops, who labourcd inceflantly

in making Falcines and Gabions, and preparing
every Thing for the Conftrution and Opening of
our Batteries. One for *{mall Shells was complcted
this Night, and played upon the Baflion of St. Diego,
Its Pofition was behind the Church, neareft the Sea,
called N°1. The Officers of the Artillery and En-
gineers exerted themfelves in 2 Manner, that nothing
but their Zeal for the publick Service could have in-
{pired. :
27th. The Governor fent out a Flag of Truce, .
to apologize for fome Barbarities committed by the
Savages lately mentioned, who had murdered fome
ﬁragh’nﬁ Seamen ; and to requeft, that a Nephew of
his, taken in the Bay, might be fent on Shore.
This Gentleman had been difpatched from the Phi-
lippina Galeon juft arrived on the Coaft from Aca-
puleo, with the firft Advices of the War. Hoftilities
ceafed till Eleven at Night, when we recommenced
our Fire from the Morfars, increafed them to four, .
and placed a 6 Pounder on our Left Flank, as
a further Security for our Poft at St. Jago’s Church,
’ As



