
General Pofi-Office,'April zo, 1764. 

PU B L I C Notice is' hereby given, T h a by 
an Act passed this last Seslion of Parliament*, 

entitled. An Act for preventing Frauds and Abuses, 
in relation to the fending and receiving of Letters 
and Packets free from the Duty of Postage; 

It is Enacted, That from and after the first Day of 
May next, so long as the Revenue of the Poll Office 
shall continue to make a Part of the Aggregate Fund, 
no Letters or Packets {hall be exempted from Payment 
of Postage, except as follows: 

All such "as shall be sent from or to T h e King's most 
Excellent Majesty. 

All Letters and Packets, not exceding the Weight 
of T w o Ounces, sent from and to any Places within 
Great Britain or Ireland, during the Sitting of Parlia­
ment/A o r within Forty Days before or after any 
Sdramons or Prorogation, which shall be signed on 
the Outside by any Member of either House of the 
Parliament of Great Uritain, and whereof the whole 
Supersciption (hall be of his own Hand Writing, or 
whkh. shall be directed to a Member of either House, 
a t any of the Places of his usual Residence, or at the 
Place where he shall actually be at jjhe T ime of the 
Delivery thereof, or at either House ofParliament. 

All Letters and Packets, not exceding the Weight 
of T w o Ounces, sent from and to any Places within 
Ireland, during the Sitting of Parliament, or within 
Forty Days before or after any Summons or Proro­
gation, which shall be signed on the Outside by any 
Member of either House of the Parliament us Ireland, 
and whereof the whole Superscription shall be of his ! 
own Hand Writing, or vvhich shall be directed to a j 
Member of either House, from any Part of Great ' 
Britain or Ireland, at any of the Places of hi usual j 
Residence, or at the P h c e where he stiall actually be ! 
a t the Time of the Delivery thereof, or at either I 
House of Parliament. 

All such Letters and Packets as (hall be sent from 
and to certain Persons by Virtue of their Offices, 
under such Conditions, Restrictions, and Limitations, 
as in the said Act is particularly expressed. 

I t is likewise Enacted, T h a t all printed Votes, or 
Proceedings in Parliament, or printed News Papers, 
sent without Covers, or in Covers open at the Sides, 
•signed on the Outside thereof, by the Hand of any 
Member ofParliament, in fuch Manner as hath been 
heretofore practised; or directed to any Member at 
any Place whereof he sliall have given Notice in 
Writ ing to the Postmaster-General, or to his Deputy 
at Edinburgh or Dublin respectively, shall pass free of 
Postage. 

And also, T h a t the Clerks in the Offices of His 
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, and certain j 
Officers in the Office of His Majesty's Postmaster- : 

General* may continue to Frank such printed Votes, \ 
and" Proceedings in Parliament, and printed News I 
Papers, in the Manner they have heretofore been ac- J 
customed, provided they be sent without Covers, or 
in Covers open at the Sides. 

I t is further Enacted, T h a t any Officer employed 
under the Postmaster-General, shall have Power to 
examine and search any Packet sent without a Cover, 
or in a Cover open at the Sides, in Order to discover 
whether any other Paper or Th ing whatsoever be in­
closed or concealed in or with such printed Votes, 
Proceedings in Parliament, and printed News Papers; 
and in Cafe any such other Paper or Thing what­
soever, shall be found in or with such printed Paper, 

or in Case there shali be any Writing, other thsn tha 
Superscription upon such printed Paper, or upon the 
Cover thereof, the whole of stub Packet shall be 
charged with the Duty of Postage*. 

And it is further Enacted, That" if any Person shall, 
after the First Day pf June nextj counterfeit the Hand 
Writing of any Person whatsover in the Superscription 
of any Letter, or Packet, to be -fern- by-the Post, m 
Order thereby to avoid the Payment of the Duty of 
Postage, evety Person so offending, shall be deemed 
Guilty of Felony, and be transported for Seven 
Years^ 

And whereas many Letters directed co Members , 
are, in the Hurry of Business, charged vvith Postage, 
chiefly for Want of the Words, Member of Parlia­
ment, being added . to the Superscription : It is 
therefore deiired, that all Persons cohesponding with 
Members, would make that Addition, or distinguish 

• them by M . P. i t the C o m e r ; and in Cafe anv Letter 
or Packet, not exceeding the Wtighc of T w o Ounces, 
should after every Precaution, happen to be charged, 
ail Postmaster* are hereby diredted, immediately to 
remit the Postage to fuch Member, vvho is desired to 
return the Cover, when it can be conveniently done, 
as a Voucher to the Postmaster, in pasting of his Ac­
counts with this Office. 

A id whereas greac Numbers of Letters arc privately 
collected and delivered contrary to Ln'vv, to the Pre­
judice of the Revenue of this Office ; all Carriers, 
Coachmen, Watermen, Wherrymen, Dispersers of 

;News Paper-, Higlers, and all other Persons what­
soever, hereafter detected in the illegal collecting, 
conveying or delivering of Letters aiid Packets, will 
be prosecuted with the utmost Severity'. The Penalty 
is Five Pounds for every Letter so collected or delivered, 
contrary to Law, and One Hundred Pounds for every 
W e r k such Practice is continued : One Moiety to His 
Majesty, and :hs other to the Informer. 

By Command of the Postmaster General , 
Anthony Todd, Secretary, 

East India House,' May 9, 1764. 
The Court of DireBors of the United Company of 

Merchants of England trading to the Eafi Indies do 
hereby give Notice, 

That a General Court ofi the fiaid Company viill be 
held at Merchant Taylors Hall in Tbreadnecdle-fireet, • 
on Thursday the 1 jth Day of this Instant May, at 
Eleven of the Clock in the Forenoon, on special Affairs^ 
being at tbe Defire of Nine Proprietors. 

Victualling-Office, May 7, 1764. 
The Commissoners for ViftuaUing His Majefiy's ,Navy 

do hereby give Notice, tbat on Monday the 2 \fi Instantt. 
exaBly at Tnvelve o'Clock at Noon, they wilt be ready 
to treat for Oxen for frest Meat for His Majestfs Ships-
at Portsmouth for three Months, commenting the ifi 
Day of June next) fier the Service of His Majejifs. 
Navy. 

Admiralty Office, May 1 1 , 1764.-
Notice is hereby gimen, that a Seffion of Oyer and 

Terminer and Goal Delivery for the Tryal of Offences 
committed on the High Seas, nvithin the Jurisdiction of 
the Admiralty os England^ will be held on Thursday 
the zifi Day ofi June next, at Jufiice Hall in the Old 
Baileyi London, at Eight o'Clock in the Morning. 

Ph . Stephen?, 


