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Extrat of a Letter from the Honourable Licu -

tenant-General Gage to the Earl of Dart-

* mouth, dated Boftony, Auguft 20, 1775.
R. Wathington, who commands the Re-
bel Army, has written to me on the
Subjet of the Treatment of the Rebel
Prifoners in our Cuflody, a Copy of
. whofe Letter I tranfmit your Lordihip, together
with a Copy of my- Anfwer. Major Skene, made
Prifoner at Philadelphia, is fent into Counneéticut,
wheré he is to be confined with fome others; and
I underftand they make War like Savages, making
Captives of Women and Children. '

The Rebels are very numerods, and continue to
throw up Works, in fome Points nearer to the Town
than before. Their advanced Parties have been
drove back both at Bofton and Charles T'own, and
their Pofts deftroyed.- They landed a large Body a
fecond Time at the Light-Houfe, where they made

"Prifoners of a few Marines, pofted there by the Ad-
miral, and ten or twelve Carpenters, who were re.
pairing the Houfe.

A F¥leet of Uranfports, who had been out in
Search of live Stock, is juft returned with about
Eighteen Hundred Sheep, and above One Hundred
Head of Oxen, which will be fome Relief to the
"Troops in general, and of great Benefit to the Hof-
pitals.

Copy of a Lerter from Geerge Wapbington, Efg; to
bis Excellengy Licwtenant-General Gage, -

SIR,

Underftand that the Officers engaged in the Canfe
I of Liberty and their Country, who, by the For-
tunc of War, have fallen into your Hands, have been
. thrown indifcriminately into a common Gaol appro-

riated for Felons; that no Confideration has been
ﬁad for thofe of the moft refpeftable Rank, when
Janguithing with Wounds and Sicknefs; that fome
have been even amputated in this unworthy Situa-
tion.

Let your Opinion, Sir, of the Principle which
altuates them be what it may, they fuppofc they
a&t from the noblelt of all Principles, a2 Love of
Freedom and th~ir Country. Bat politica! Opinions,
I conceive, are foreign 0 this Point ; the Obligations
arifing from the Rights of Humanity and Claims of
Rank are univerfally binding and extenfive, except
in Cafe of Retaliation. Thele, I fhould have hoped,

would have diftated a2 more tender Treatment of | ¥

thofe Individuals, whom Chance or War had put in
your Power. Nor can I forbear fuzgefting its fatal
Tendency to widen that unhappy Breach, which
you, and thofe Minifters under whom you ad, have
repeatedly declured you withed to fee for ever clofed,

My Duty now makes it neceffavy to apprize you,
that, for the Future, I fhall regulate my Conduét
towards thof¢ Gentlemen, who are or may be in car

Poflefion, exally by the Rule which you fhall ob. | Misfortune.

ferve towards thofe of ours who' may be in your

[ Price Three-Pence. ]

Cuftody. If Severity and Hardfhip mark the Lin®
of your Condud, (painful as it may ‘be to me)
your Piifoners will fecl its Kffefts j but if Kindnels
and Humani'y are thewn to ours, I fhall with Plea-
fuce confider thofe in our Hands only as unfortunate,
and they fhall receive the ‘I'reatmient to which the
Unfortunate are cver intitled,

I beg to0 be favoured wich an Anfwer as foon as
poffible, and am, &c,

Cambridge,  (Signed) .
gt 1, 1775, George Wafhington.
His Excellency General Gage. .

Copy of a Letter Srom bis Excelleney Lseutenant-
General Gage to Grorge I/Va_/éing'ian, E/q;

SIR, Bofor, Auguff 13, 1 .

TO the Glory of civilized Nitﬁnsf Huz;:asnity

and War have been compatible, and Com.
paffion to the Subdued is become almolt a
Syltem,

Britons; ever pre-eminent in Mercy, have out-
gone common Examples, and overlooked the Cri- "
minal in the Captive. Upon thefe Principles your
Prifoners, whofe Lives by the Law of the Land
are deftined to the Cord, have hitherto been treated
with Care and Kindnefs, and more comfortably
lodged than the King’s Troops in the Hofpitals,
indifcriminately it is true, for [ acknowledge no
Rank that is not derived from the King.

My Intelligence from your Army would juftify
fuvere Recrimination. I underftand ‘there are of the
King’s faithtul Subjeds, taken fome Time fince by
the Rebels, labouring, like Negro Slaves, to gain
their daily Subfiftence, or reduced to the wretched
Alternative, to perith by Famine, or take Arms’
againft their King and Country. Thofe who have
made the Treatment of the Prifoners in my Hands,
or of your other Friends in Bofton, a Pretence for
fuch Meafures, found Barbarity upon Falfehond.

I would willingly hope, Sir, that the Sentiments
of Liberality, which I have always belicved you to
poflefs, will be excrted to corred thefe Mifdoings :
Be temperate in political Difquifition : Give free
Operation to Trath, and punith thofe who deceive
and mifreprefent, and not only the Effects, but
the Caufes of this unhappy Confli¢t will be re-
moved.

Should thofe, under whofe ufurped Authority
ou aé, contrall fuch a Difpofition, and dare to
call Scverity Retaliation, to God, who knows ail
Hearts, be the Appeal for the dreadful Confe-
quences. I tralt, thar Brjtifh Soldiers, afferting the
Rights of the State, the Laws of the Land, the
Being of the Conftitution, will meet all Events with
becoming Fortitude.  They will court Vifiory
with the Spirit their Caule 1nfpires, and from the
fame Motive will find the Patierice of Marty1s under
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