
gence and Encouragemen t , -which justice t6 she Rest of 
your Majesty 's People, and the common Interest, Safety, 
and Welfare of the Empi re will admit of; yet we can­
not bu t condemn tha t Uncandid and mal ignant Spirit, 
w i t h v/hich they have- boldly imputed to the British Le­
gistature odious and iniquitous Designs against the just 
R igh t s a n d Liberties of yoyr Majesty's Subjects ; wi th 
Intent ion to inflame the M i n d s of your People here, and 
hur ry them likewise into unna tu ral Ac t s of Violence ; 
•whilst we can perceive no G r o u n d for so black an I m ­
putat ion, bu t the Leg i s l a tu r e s endeavouring to protect 
the Persons and Properties of peaceable Subjects from 
•Injury, to support Orde r and Government , and to main­
tain its own Constitutional Au tho r i ty . W e cannot but 
condemn tha t W a n t of Equ i ty which leads them to urge 
the Advan tages G r e a t Bri tain derives from their Com­
merce as a sufficient Reason for their not being subjected 
to hear an equitable Proport ion in the public Burdens 
of the Sta te , whilst, from the fame Commerce, them­
selves derive superior Advan t ages , according to their 
Property employed in it , , and their different Ranks and 
Condit ions in Life. W e cannot bu t condemn their 
W a n t of Gra t i tude to their Parent Count ry , and, of 
Tenderness to their poorer Fellow-Subjects here, shewn 
in the rash, unwar ran tab le Prohibi t ion of all Commerce 
with your Majesty's European D o m i n i o n s ; by which 
they designed and hoped to deprive those of the M e a n s 
of Subsistence, w h o , by the Sweat of their Brows , had 
long contr ibuted to the Protection and Prosperity os 
A m e r i c a ; though ; tvc.have the Pleasure to assure your 
Majesty, w e as yet feel no such melancholy Effects of 
Amer ican I t igrat i tude and Unklndncfs , by any unusiial 
Fai lure of Demand for our Manufac tures , or of E m ­
ployment for our Poor . 

A r d e n t l y wishing for the speedy Restoration of Peace 
and H a r m o n y th roughout the British Empire , upon an 
equitable a n d Constitutional Founda t ion ; we at the same 
T i m e th ink it our D u t y to assure your Majesty of our 
determined Readiness to use any lawful Means in our 
Power , to support the Constitutional Rights of your 
Crown and of the British Par l iament in and over every 
Pa r t of the British Domin ions ; not doubt ing bu t that , 
from the P u r i t y of your Majesty's In ten t ions , and the 
Benevolence of your Hear t , all desirable Mercy will be 
mixed with any Severity tha t wil l wi th deep Regret be . 
seen needful for accomplishing tha t important E n d . 

T h a t your Majesty may long reign with Glory and 
Honour bver a free, a uni ted, a happy and grateful 
People ; t ha t your Descendants , adorned with Princely 
Virtues, a n d Fr iends to tl.e Rights and Happiness of 
M a n k i n d , may inherit your Crown to latest Ages , is 
the fervent Prayer of your Majesty's dutiful and faith­
ful Subjects, 
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T h e following Address of the Mayor , Bailiffs, B u r ­
gesses, and Inhabi tants of the T o w n of Southampton , 
has been presented to His Majesty by the R i g h t H o n o r ­
able H ans Stanley, and John F leming , Esq; their R e p r e ­
sentatives in Par l iament , being introduced by the Lord 
of His Majesty's Bed-Chamber in W a i t i n g : Wl i ich 
Address His-Majesty was pleased to receive very g r a ­
ciously. 

T o the I C I N G ' S most Excellent Majesty. 
Mofi Gracious Sovereign, 

\ l l 7 E , your Majesty's dutiful and loyal Subjects^ 
V V the M a y o r , Bailiffs, Burgesses, and Inhabi tants 

of the T o w n of Sou thampton , ' humbly approach your 
T h r o n e , expressing oiir Acknowledgements of the m a n y 
Blessings we enjoy under your Majesty's auspicious 
R e i g n . 

Zealous for the H o n o u r of our Sovereign, the Prospe­
rity of our Count ry , and the Support of the Laws of thi? 
K i n g d o m , we ardently wish your Majesty may very 
long rule in the Hear ts of all your People, where-ever 
dispersed through your extensive Dominions , and cannot 
but lament that our Fellow-Subjects in America , for­
getful of the Succour and Protection so constantly af­
forded them by this their Parent State, have suffered 
themselves to be deluded by the Ar t s of wicked and l i - . 
centious M e n , and proceeded to Acts of Rebel l ion 
against your Royal Person and Government . In Tes t i ­
mony therefore of our Abhorrence of those pernicious. 
M a x i m s , by which they pretend to justify tlieir Conducts 
we presume to intreat your Majesty to use thc most ef­
fectual Means to assert ydur Royal Au thor i ty , vindicate 
the injured Supremacy of the British Legistature, and 
recal the infatuated Colonists to their Al legiance . A n d 
because we sear the milder Infiuence of Reason and Pe r ­
suasion will still be found inadequate to those truly d e ­
sirable E n d s , while those unhappy M e n continue w i l ­
fully ignorant of your Majesty's gracious In t en t ion ! 
towards t h e m , ' and blind to the pleasing Prospect of 
Accommodat ion , we beg Leave to assure your Majesty 
tha t we wil l , at the Hazard of all that is valuable to us , 
support the Digni ty of your Crown, and exert all our 
P o w e r to preserve the utmost Limits o f y o u r Empi i e u n -
diministied, and in due Obedience to your Majesty and 
your illustrious Fami ly . 

M a y the G o d of Wisdom and of Power direct your 
Majesty's Councils for the Restoration of Harmony and 
Peace, or go forth with your Fleets and Armies in t l y 
Prosecution of your undoubted Rights over every Pa r t 
of the Dominions w h i c h ' H e , by W h o m K i n g s re ign , 
has committed to your Care . 

I n Tes t imony w h e r e o f , ' w e the said M a y o r , Bailiffs, 
and Burgesses, have affixed our Common Corporate 
Seal and Names, and we the said Inhabi tants have 
subscribed our Names , the i-jth Day of October , 


