zence and Encouragément, which Juttice t6 the Reft of
your Majeity’s People, and the common Intereft, Safety,
and Welfare of the Empire wift admit of; yet we can-
not but condernn  that uncandid and ‘malignant Spirit,
with which they have boldly imputed to the Britith Le-
giflature odious and iniquitous Deligns againfl the juft
Rights and Liberties of your Majefty’s Subjeéls ; with
Intention to inflame the Minds of your People here, and
hurry then likewift into unnatu ral Aéts of Violence;
whilk we can percelve no Ground for fo black an Im-
putation, but the Legiflature’s endeavouring to proteét
the Perfons and Properties of peaceable Subjefts from
Injury, to fupport Order and Government, and to main-
tain itc own Conftitutional Authority. We cannot but
condemn that Want of Equity which leads them to urge
the Advantages Great Britain derives from their Com-
merce as a fufficient Reafon for their not being fubjeéted
to hear an equitable Proportion in the public Burdens
of the State, whilft, from the fame Commerce, them-
felves derive fuperior Advantages, according to their
Property employed in it, and their different Ranks and
Conditions 1n Life. We cannot but coodemn their
Want of Guatitude to their Parent Country, and of
Tenderncfs to their poorer Fellow-Subjeéts here, thewn
in the rath, tnwarrantable Prohibition of all Commerce
with your Mhajefty’s European Dominions; by which
_ they defigned and hoped to deprive thofe of the Means
of Subfiftence, who, by the Sweat of their Brows, had
lorig contribiited to the Proteftion and Profperity of
America ; though; wé have the Pleafure to affure your
Majefty, we as yet feel no fuch melancholy Effells of
Americat Ingratitude and Unkindnefs, by any unufual
Fajlure of Demand for our Manufadtures, or of Em-
ployment for our Poor. )

Ardently withing for the fpeedy Reftoration of Peace
and Harmony throughout the Britith Empire, upon-an
equitablé and Conftitutional Foundation; we at the fame
‘Time think it our Duty to affure your Majefty of our
determined Readinefs to ufe any lawful Means in our
Pawer, to fupport the Conttitutional Rights of your
Crown and ofPt'lie Britifh Parliament in and over every
Part of the Britith Dominions ; not doubting but that,
from the Purity of your Majeity’s Intentions, and the
Benevolence of your Heart, all defirable Mercy will be
mixed with any Severity that will with deep Regret be
{ven needful for accomplifhing that important End.

" That your Majcfty may long reign with Glory and
Honour over a free, a united, a happy and grateful
People ; that your Delcendants, adorned with Princely
Virtues, and Friends to ti.e Rights and Happinefs of
Mankind, ‘may inherit your Crown to lateft Ages, is
the fervent Prayer of your Majeity’s dutiful and faith-
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gefles, and Tnhabitants of the Town of Southampton,
has been prefented to His Majefty by the Right Honor-
able Hans Stanley, and John Fleming, Efq; their Repre-
fentatives in Parliament, "being introduced by the Lord-
of His Majefty’s Bed-Chamber in Waiting : Which
Addrefs His Majefty was plealed to reccive very gra-
cioufly.
To the IKIN G's moft Excellent Majefty.

Muft Gracious Sovereign, - :
ri)‘}‘]'E, your Majefty’s dutiful and loyal Subjefls;

: the Mayor, Bailiffs, Burgefles, and Inhabitauts
of the Town of Southampton, humbly approach your
Throne, exprefling our Acknowledgements of the many
ﬁle'ﬂings we enjoy under your Majelty’s aufpicious

cign. :

Zealous for the Honour of our Sovereign, the Profpe-
rity of our Country, and the Support of the Laws of this
Kingdom, we ardently with your Majety may very
lopg rule in the Hearts of all your People, where-ever
difperfed through your extenfive Dominions, and cannot
but lament that our Fellow-Subjefts in Amecrica, for-
getful of the Succour and Preteflion fo conftandy afs
forded them by this their Parent State, have fuffered
themielves to be deluded by the Arts of wicked and Ji-
centious Men, and proceeded to Afts of Rebellion
againft your Royal Perfon and Government.  In Teitin
mony therctore of our Abhorfence of thofe pernicious,
Maxims, by which they pretend to jultify their Conduély
we prefume to intrzat your Majelty to uit the moft ef-
feftual Means to affert your Royal Authority, vindicate
the injured Supremacy of the Bririth Legiflature, an
recal the infatuatcd Colonifts to their Allegiance. And
becaufe we fear the milder Influence of Reafon and Per-
fuafion will ftill be found inadequate to thafe truly de-
firable Ends, while thofe unhappy Men continue wil-
fully ignorant of your Mujclty's’ gracious Iutentions
towards them, "and blind to the p%eaﬁng Profpett of
Accommodation, we beg Leave to affure your Majefty,
that we will, at the Hazard of all that is valuable to us,
fupport the-Dignity of your Crown, and exert all our
Power to preferve the utmoft Limits of your Empiie un-
diminifhed, and in due Obedicnce to your Majefty and
your illuftrious Family.

May the God of Wifdom and of Power dire& your
Majefty’s Councils for the Reftoration of Harmony and
Peace, or go forth with your Fleets and Armies in - the
Profecution of your undoubted Rights over every Part
of the Dominiens which”He, by wtiom Kings reign,
has committed to your Care. o . .

In Teftimony whereof, we-the faid Mayor, Bailiffs,

and Burgefles, have aftixed our Conmnon Corporate
Seal and Names, and we the faid Inhabitants have
fubferibed our Names, the 3qth Day of Ofober,

. - in



