 WPhitzhall, Nowvember 1, 1774 .

T HE following Letter from Lieutenan..Ge-

neral Burgoyne to Lord George Germain,

was Yefterday reccived by an Armed Traniport
that failed from Quebec the 7th of QOftober,

Camp, nearly cppofite to Saratoga,

Lo Augaff 20, 1777.

MY LORD, guft 7
IN my laft Dijpatch (a Duplicate of which will

be inclofed herewith) I had the Honour to in-

form your Lordihip of the Proccedings of the Army
under my Command to the 3oth of July.

From that Period to the 15th of Augull every
poflible Meafure was employed to bring forward
Batteaux, Provifion and Amnunition trom Fort
George to the firflt navigable Part of Hudfon’s Ri-

~wver; a Diltance of Eighteen Miles, the Roads in
fome Parts fleep and in others wanting great Re-
pair. Of the Horfes lurnifhed by Conirat in Ca-
nada not mare than a third Part was yet arrived.
The Delay was not imputable to Negleét, but to
the natural Accidents attending fo long and intri-
cate a Combination of Land and Water Carriage.
Fifty Team of Oxen, which had been collefted
in the Country through which [ had marched, were
added to affit the Trinfport; but thefe Relources
together were found far inadequate to the Parpofes

- of feeding the Army and forming a Magazine at
the fame T'ime. Exceeding hewvy Rains augmented
the Impediments. It was often neceffary to em.
ploy Ten or Twelve Oxen upon a fingle Barteau:
And after the utmoft Exertions for the Fifteen Days
above ftated, there were not above Four Days Pro-
vifion beforehand, nor above Ten Batteaux in the
Hudfon’s River.

Intelligence had reached me, that Licutenant.
Colonel St. Leger was before Fort Stanwix, which
was defended, The main Army of the Enemy op-
pofed to me was at Suill Water, a Place between
Saratogba and the Mouth of the Mohawk.

'A rapid Movement forward appeared to be of
the utmoft Confequence at this Period. The Ene-
my could not have procceded up the Mohawk
without putting themfelves between two Fires, in
cafe Lieutenant-Colonel St. Leger thould have fuc-
ceeded, and at beft being cur-off by my Arm
from Albany ; they muil either therefore have ﬂoog
an Adtion, have fallen back towards Albany, or
have paffed the Hudfon’s River, in order to fecure
a Retreat to New England higher up.  Whichever
of thefe Meafures they had taken, fo that the King’s
Army had been enabled to advance, Colonel bt.
Leger’s Operations would have been affilted, a
Jun&ion with him probably fecared, and the whole
Country, of the Mohawk opened.

To "maintain the Communication with Fort
George during fuch a Movement, o as to be fup-
plied by daily Degrees at a Dittance continually in-
creafing, was an obvious Impoffibihty.  The Army
was much too weak to have afforded a Chain of
Pofts: Eicorts for every feparate Tranfport would
have heen a ftill g-eater-Drain; nor could any have
been made fo ftrong as to force their Way throngh
fuch Pofitions as the Enemy might take in one
Night's March from the White Creek, where they
ha&fa numerous Militia, Had the Enemy remained

{fupine through Fear, or Want of comprehending
fo palpable an Advantage, the phyfical Impoflibility
of being fupplied by Degrees from bort George was
Itll in Force, . becaufe a new Neceflity of Land
Carriage for Nine Miles arifes at Siill Water; and
in Proportion that Carriages had been brought tor-
ward to that Place, the Tranfport mult have ceafed
behind, ’

The Alternative therefore was fhort; either to
relinquith the favorable Opportanity of advancing
upon the Enemy, or to attempt other Reflources of
Supply. :

It was well known that 1he Enemy’s Supplies in
tive Catile from a large Tra of Country pafled
by the Route of Manchelter, Asrlington, and other
Parts of the Hampfaire Grants to Bensington, in
order to he occafionally conveyed from thence to
the main Army. A large Depdc of Corn and of
Wheel Carriages was aifo formed at the fame Place,
and the ufual Guard was Militia, thongh it varied
in Number from Day to Day. A Stcheme wnsl

formed to furprize Benninzten.  The Pofitfion of
the Cattle and Carriages would certainly have ena-
bled the Army to leave their diftant Magaz.nes, and
to have ated with Energy and Liivach.  Succefs
would alfo have aniwered many fecondary Pur.
pofes. ’

Lieutenant-Colonel Baum, an Oficer wel! quali-
fied for the Uadertaking, was fixed uron to com-
mand.,” He had under him I'wo Hondrd dif-
mounted Dragoons of the Regiineat of Riefdelel,
Captain Frafer’s Mark{men, which were the only
Britith, all the Canadian Volunteers, a Party of the
Proviucials who perfectly knew the Country, zn
Hundred Indians, and two light Pieces of Cannon.
The whole Detachment amounted to about Five
Hundred Men. The Inftruttions were pofitive to
keep the regular Corps pofited while the Light
Troops felt their Way, and not to incur the Danger
of being furrounded, or having a Retreat cut off.

In order to facilitate this Operation, and to be
ready to take Advantage of its Succefs, the Army
moved up the Eait Shore of Hudfon’s River on the
14th, a Bridge was formed of Rafts, over which
the advanced Corps pafled, and encamped at Sura-
togha ; Lieutenant-Colonel Breyman’s Corps were
polted near Batten-kiln, and vpon Intelligence from
Lieutenant-Ccloncl Baum that the Enemy was
fironger at Beonington than expefled, and were
aware of his Attack, that Corps, confiting of the
Brunfwick Grénadiers, Light Infantry, and Chaf-
feurs, were fent forward to {uftain him.

It fince appears that Lieutenant-Colonel Baum,
not having been able to complete his March un-
difcovered, was joined at a Place called Santcoick
Mills, abecut four Miles fhort of Benningion, by |
many People profefiing themfelves to be Loy-
alits. A Provincial Gentleman of Confidence, '
who had been fent with the De:achment, as
knowing the Country, and the Charafters of Ine
habitants, was fo incautious as to leave 2t Li-
berty fuch as took the Qath of Allegiance, His
Credulity and their Profligacy caufed the firft Mif- '
fortune, Colonel Baum was induced to proceed .
without fufficient Knowledge of the Ground; his
Defign was betrayed; the Ven who had taken the
Qaths were the firft to fire upon him ; he was at-
tacked on all Sides; he thewed great Perfonal Cou+
rage, but was overpowered by Numbers.

During this Time Lieatenant-Colonel Breyman
was upon the March through a heavy Rain. And
fuch were the other Impediments ftated in that Of-
fcer’s Report, of bad Roads, tired Horfes, Diffi-
culties in paffing Artillery Carriages, &c. that he
was from Eight in the Morning of the 15th to Four
in the Afterroon the following Day making about .
Twenty-four Miles. He engaged, fought gallantly,
and drove the inemy from Three feveral Heights,
but was too iate to fuccour Colonel Baum, who was
made Prifoner, and a confiderable Part of his Dra-
goons were killed or taken. The Failure of Am-
maunition, from the accidental breaking to Pieces of
a Tumbril, unfortunately obliged Lieuterant-Colo-
nel Breyman to retire conquering Troops, and to
leave behind Two Pieces of Cannon, befides Two
.which had been loft by Lieutenant-Colonel Baum,
The Indians made good their Retreat from the firft
Aftair, as did Captain Frafer, with Part of his
Company, and many of the Provincials and Cana-
dians.

The Lofs, as at prefent appears, amounts to abous
Four Hundred Men killed and tzken in both Ac-
tiens, and twenty-fix Officers, moftly Prifoners;
but Men who were difperfed in the Weods drop in
daily. A corredl Return fhall be tranfmitted te your
Lordihip the firft Opportunity.

This, my Lord, is the true State of the Event,

I have not dwelt upon Errors, becaufe in many
Inftances they were ccunterbalanced: by Spirir.
The Enemy will of Courfe find Marter of Parade
in the Acquifition of Four Pieces ¢f Cannor, but
that apart, they Lave {mall Caufe for Fxulration:
Their Lefs in Killed and Woundzd teing more
than double to. ours, by the Confclicn of their
Priioners and Deferiers, and of many Inhabitants
who were Witnefles to the Burial ¢f the Dead.

The chief Subjett of Regrer on our Side, alter
that which any Lofs of gallant Men naturaily oc-

cafions,
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