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Whitehall, December 15, 1777,
H TS Afternoon Captain Craig, of the

47th Regiment, arrived from Quebec

; with the following Duplicate of a Let-

ter from Lieatenant-General Burgoyne,

10 Lord George Germain, the Original of which
has not yet been received. .

Albany, OZober 20, 1777,
MY LORD,

O Poflibility of Communication with yoar

Lordlhip having exifted fince the Baﬁinmng
of September, at which Time my laft Difpatches
were {ent away, I have to report to your Lordlhip
the Proceedings of tie Army under my Command
from that Period ;—a Series of hard Toil, incef-
Yant Effort, ftubborn A&ion, till difabled ig the
Collateral Branches of the Army by the total De-
feftion of the Indians; the Defertion or the Ti-
midity of the Canadians and Provincials, fome
Individuals excepted ; difappointed in the laft
Hope of any timely Co-operation from other Ar-
mies ; the Regular Troops reduced by Lofles from
the beft Parts, to 3,500 Fighting Men, not 2,000
of whichk were Britith ; only Three Days Provi-
fions, upon fhort Allowance, in Store; invefted by
aa Army of Sixteen Thoufand Men, and no ap.
parent Means of Retreat remaining ; [ called intg
‘Council all the Generals, Field Ofhcers, and Cap-
tains, commanding Corps, and by their unani-
mous Concurrence and Advice, [ was induced to
open a Treaty with Major General Gates.

Your Lord(hip will fee by the Papers tranfmitted
herewith the difagreeable Profpeft which attended
the firlk Overtares, and when-the Terms concluded
are compared, I truft that the Spirit of the Coun-
cils I have mentioned, which, under fuch Cir-
cumftances, diftated inftead of fubmitting, will
not be refufed a Share of Credit.

Before I enter upon the Detail of thefe Events,
I think it a Duty of Juftice, my Lord, to take
aupon myfelf the Meafure of having pafled the
Hudfon’s River, in order to force a Paflage to
Albany. 1 did not think myfelf authorized to call
2ny Men into Council, when the peremprory Te-
nor of my Orders, and the Seafon of the Year,
admitted no Alternative.

Provifions for about Thirty Days haviag been
brought forward, the other neceflary Stores pre-
pared, and the Bridge of Boats compleated, the
Army pafled the Hudfon’s River on the 13th and
14th of September, and encamped on the Heights
aud in the Plain of Saratoga, the Enemy being
then in the Neighbourhood of Still-Water.

15¢5.- The whole Army made a Movement

-forward, and encamped in a good Pofition in a
Place called Dovogot.

1625, It being found that there were feveral
Bridges to repair, that Work was-begun under
Cover of ftrong Detachments, and the fame Op-
portunity was taken to reconnoitre the Country,

17¢h. -The Army renewed their March, re-
pair~d other Bridges, and encamped upon advan-
tageous Ground, zbout Faur Miles from the Ene-
my.

18¢5. The Enemy appeared in confiderable
Force to obfire@t the fwther Repair of Bridges,
and with a View as it was conceived to draw on
an A&ion where Artillery could not be employed ;
a fmali Lofs was fultained in - fkirmifhing, but the
Work of tle Bridges was effeCted,

1gth. ‘The Paflages of a giear Ravin, and

otter Roads towards -the Enamy, having beea re- |
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From Saturday December 13, to Quelpay December 16, 1777.

connoitred, the Army advanced in the following
Order. ' ‘
Brigadier-General Frafer’s Corps, fullained by
Lieutenant-Colonel Breyman’s Corps, made a Cir~
cuit in order to pafs the Ravin commodioufly, with-
out quitting the Heights, and afterwards to cover
the March of the Line to the Right; thefe Corps
moved in Three Columns, and had the Indiwns,
Canadians, and Provincials upon their Fronts and
The Britith Line, led by me in Per{on,
paffed the Ravin in a dire& Line South, aund fornred

-in Order of . Battle as faft as they gained the Sum-

mit, where they waited to give Time to Frazer's
Corps to make the Circuit, and to enable the Left
Wing and Artillery, which, under thz Command
of Major-General Phillips and Major General
Reidefel kept the Great Road and Meadows near
the River, in Two Columns, aad had Bridges to
repair, to be equally ready to proceed. The 47th
Regiment guarded the Batteaux. _

The Signal Guns, which had been previoudly
fettled to give Notice of all the Columns being
ready to advance, having been fired between 1 and
2 0°Clock, the March continued, the Scouts and
Flankers of the Cclumn of the Briti(h Line were
foon fired upon from fmall Parties, but with ne
Effe&t; after about an Hour’s March, the Piquets,
which made the advanced Guard of that Column,
were attacked in Force, and obliged to give
Ground, but they foon rallied and were fuftained.

On the firft Opening of the Wood, I formed the
Troops ; a few Cannon-fhot diflodged the Enemy
at a Houfe from whence the Fiquets had been at-
tacked ; and Brigadier General Frafer’s Corps had
arrived with fuch Precifion in Point of Time, as to
be found an a very advantageous Height on the
Right of the Britith.

In the mean Time the Enemy, not acquainted
with the Combination of the March, had-moved
in great Force out of their Intrenchments, with a
View of turning the Line upon the Rights and be-
ing check’d by the Pofition of Brigadier-General
Erafer, countermarched in order to diredt their great
Effort to the Left of the Bridth.

From the Nature of the Country, Movements of
this Nature, however near, may be eff:&ed with-
out a Poflibility of their being difcovered.”

About Three o’Clock the A&ion began by a very
rigorous Attack on the Britith Line, and continued
with great Obftinacy till after Sun-fet. The Ene-
Ey being continually {vpplied with freth Troops,
the Strefs lay upon the zoth, 21t and 62d Regi-
ments, molt Parts of which were engaged near
four Hours without Intermiffion : The gth had been
ordered early in the Dday to form in Referve. The
Grenadiers and z4th Regiment were fome Part of
the Time broaght into Action, as were Part of the
Light Infantry ; and all thefe Corps charged with
their ufual Spirit. . -

The Riflemen, and other Parts of Brymen’s
Corps, were alfo of Service ; but it was not thought
advifeable to evacuate the Height where Brigadier
General Frafer was pofted, otherwile than partially
and occafionally. .

Major General Phillips, upon: firft hearing the
Firing, found his Way -through a difficule Part of
the Wood to the Scene of A&ion, and brought u
with him Major Williams and four Pisces of Ar-
tillery, and ‘trom that Moment [ fteod indebted 1o
that gallant and judicioas Secord for inceflant apd
moft materal Services ; particularly for reltoring the
Afion in a Point which-was critically: prefled by a
great Superiority of Fire, and 1o which he led up
she zoth Regiment 2t the utinoft perfonal Hazard,



