made fo good a Difpofition to furround the Village ! the Alarm had been fpread throngh the Country,

of Old T'aapan, where the Regiment of Dragoons
lay, that he eatirely furprized them, and very tew
efcaped being either killed or taken. He likewife
fell in « ith a fmall Party of Militia, a few of whem
were killed, aud fome taken Prifosers. ~ The whole
Lofs on our Side was one Man killed of the zd
Batalien of Light Infantry, which Corps had the
principal Share in" this Bulinefs, and behaved with
their aufual Spirit and Alacrity.

The 71it Regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-
Colonel Campbell, and the Queen’s Rangers under
Licutenant Colonel Simcoe, who crofled the North
River from Licutenant General Knyphaufer’s Divi-

fion, and were to have co-operated with the other

Columns, were prevented, by the Defertion of the
three Men before-mentioned, from furprizing a
Body of Militia, who by that Means took the
Alarm, and made their Elcape,
I have the Honor 10 be, &c.
{Signed) CORNWALLIS.

Extradt of ba Letter fiom' General Sir Henry Clin-
1on. Kuight of the Dath, ro Lord George Ger-
marn, dated Oétober 25, 1778,

IN my Letter of the 8th Inflant I mentioned that
my Move into Jer{ey was partly to favoar an Ex-
pedivion fent to Hgg Harbour. I have now the
Honor to enclofe Copies of two Reports made to
me by Captain Fergnfon cf the yoth Regiment,
who commanded the Troops employed upon that
.Service, to which I beg Leave to refer your Lord-
fhip for an Account ot it’s Succefs, under the Di-
section of that very aélive and zcalous Officer.

. { C O P Y. )
| Refort of Captain Fergufen of the 70th Regi-
© . ment te His Excellency Sir Henry Clinion, dated
Little Egg Harbour, Oélober 10, 1778.

:§-1R, . :

1 HAVE the Honor to infarm you, that the

Ships, with' the Detachment ordered to this
Place, arrived off the Bar on the ‘Evening of the
gth Intant; when Captain Colins fent in the Gal-
1éys, but the Ships could not enter before the 7:h.

“Three Privateers of 6 or 8 Guns, with an Armed
Pilot-Boat, ‘Hiad efcaped out of the Harbour before
our Arrival, in confequence of ‘Advice received on
the 24 from Mr. Livingflon, warning them of our
D :-fination, 5 L . '

-As it was-from this evident that Preparations had
been making againft us for feveral Days, it was de-
termined to allow ro further Time,' but to puth up
with ovr Galligsand imall Craft, with-what Soldiers
could be crowded into them, without waiting for
the coming inof the Ships’; dccordingly, after a very
dificult Navigation of 20 Miles Inland, we came
oppofite to Chefnut Neck; where there were: feveral
Veflels and-about a Doezen of Houfes, with- Stores
for the: ‘Recdprion of iPrize Goods, and Accomoda-
tion for their Privateers Men, SR

The Rebels had there erc@ed a Work with Em-
brafures for Six Guns, on a Level with the Water,
to rake the _Channe!, and anothe{ upon a command-
ing Eminence, with a Platform for Guns ‘en Bar
betre, im which howeéver it afterwards dppeared that
they had not as yet placed ‘Ardillery; ** *

The Banks of the River below the Works being
fwampy; rendered’ it heceffary for the.Boats with’

the “Troops ‘to pafs within® Mufquet fhot, in order
" to- land beyond them'; previous to which Captain
Colins advanced' with the Gallies to cover our Land:
ing, and as he- came-to-very clofe to the Works,
and the ‘Guns.of  the .Gallies ‘were: remarkably well
pointéd, 'the:Fire from «the. Rebels iwas' effetually
fiifled 5+ and, ‘thé: Betachment! Janding” with: Eafe,
foon!drove .into the: Woods! the #kulking Banditti
thavendeavoused te.oppofeiit, 1 lusi.mi- Ll
<The Seamen vere employed all that Evening, and
the next Daytill:Noon, in deftroying Fen Capital
Veflels ; and the ‘Soldiers in demolithing the Vil-
lage, which was the principal Refort of this Neft of
P rates. - Had we arrived by Surprize, we meant to
have pufhed forwards with Celerity to the Forks,

! and the Militia there had been reinforced from Phi-

ladelphia by a Detachment of Foot, five Ffield
Pieces .and a Body 'of Light Horfe, ‘our foiall De-
i tachment could not pretend to enter, tiventy Miles
Uurther into’ the Country, to reach the Stores and

. fmall Crafi-there 5 and -the Shallownefs of the Na-..

vigation rendered it impra&icable for the Gallies to
j Co-operate with us ; it was therefore determined to
|return without Lofs of Time, and endeavour to em-

" ploy our Force with Effe€t elfewhere: But fome of ~
. our Veflels having run aground, notwithffanding the

very great Diligence and Adivity of Captain Co-
lins and the Genilemen of the Navy, an Opportu-
nity offered, without interrupting our Progrefs, to
“ make two Defcents on the North Side of the River,
to penetrate fome Miles into the Country, deftroy
three Galt Works, and raze to the Ground the
Stores and Settlements of a Chairman of their Com-
mittecs, a Capiain of Militia, and one or two other

brought in here, and who had all been remarkably
altive in fomenting the Rebellion, opprefling the
People, and forcing them, againft their Inclination
and better Judgment, to afift 1u their Crimes,

| Infult or Injury has been cffercd to the peaceable
Inhabitants, nor even to fuch, as withont taking a

- Lead, have been made, from the Tyranny or Influs

+ence of their Rulers, to forget their Allegiance.

| It is my Duty to ioform yon, that the Officers .

tand Men have chearfuily undergone much Fatigue,
and every where fhown a Difpofition to encounter
any Diffculties that might offer.

I have the Honor to be, with the greateft Re-
fpe&t, &c, ,

" (Signed) Pat. Fergufon, Capt. 70th Reg,

P.8 One Soldier of the 5th was wounded through
-the Leg at Chefnut Neck ; “but we have neitlier 1ot

| out,
( COPY. ) )
Report of Captain Fergufon, of the 70th Regiment,
" to bis Excellency Sir Henry Clinton, d wed Litife
Egg Harbour, Ofober 1%, 1778, :
SIR, '
INCE the Letter which I did myfelf the Honor
of writing to you on the 1oth Inftant, Captain
Colins has received a Letter from Admiral-Gambier,

| fignifying that the Admiral and you are both ef
| Opinion that it is not fafe for us to remain here, as -
| the Army is withdrawn from the Jerfeys, and or-’

dering our immediate Return; but as the-Wind ﬂjll
detained us, and we had Informadon by a Captain
and fix Men of Polafki's Legion, who tad deferted
to us, that Mr. Polatki had cantoned his Corps,
confifting of three Companies of Foot, three Troops

cover our Retreat 5 J prevailed upen Captain Colins

in an Attempt that was, to. be made with Safety, and
with a Probability’ 6f Succefs.” Accordingly, at
Eleven laft Night, 250 Men were embarked, and,
after rowing ten, Miles, landed at Four this Morn-
Jing within a Mile of the Defile, which we happily
fecured, and leaving §o Men for it's Defence,
'puthed forward - wpen. the  Infantry of this Le-
gion, cantoned in three different Houfes, who
rare almoft entirely cut to Pieces. We num-
.bered among their Dead about 5o, and feveral
‘Officers, among whom we learn are a Lieutenant.

: Night' Attack, linfe’ Quarter” could; of courfe be
.given; {0 that there are only 5 Prifoders. As a
 Rebel Colonel Proftor was within‘two Miles, wich
a Corps of Artillery, "z Brafs T'welve. pounders, 1
Three-Pounder, and the Militia of the Country,
f I thoughitit hazardous with 200 Men, without Ar-
tillery or Support, to attempt any Thing further,
particularly after Admiral Gambier’s Letter.

The Rebels attempted to harrafs vs in our Retreat,

within Thirtj-Gve Miles of Philadelphis, BB: asj but with great Modefty ; {o that we returned at our

v

| Leifure, and re-embarked in Security,
The

virulent Rebels, who had Shares in the Prizes-

At the fame Time be aflured, Sir, nro Manner of .

a Man by the Enemy nor Defertion fince we fet -

of Horfe, a Detachment of Arilery, and one
Brafs Field Picce, within a Mile of a Brigge which .
appeaied lo me eafy to feize, and from thence to_

to enter into my Defign, and employ an idle Day |

.Colonel, a Captain, and an Adjutant. It being 3.
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