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Extrac? of a’Letter from General Sir Henry Clintcn,
Krnight of the Bath, to Lord George Germain, Ou:
of His Majefly's Principal Secretaries of State,

- dated New York, May 21, 1779.
) Contrary "Wind having detained the
A ing to your Lordfhip the Copies of Let-
ters, which I"have this Morning received
érom Major General Mathew and Sir George
Collier, together with the Returns of Ships, Srores
and Magazines already deftroyed in the Chefapeak
Bay: The Operations have been well condutted,
and the Succefs has been very compleat.

Copy of a Letter from Major G neral Mathew to
General Sir Henry Clinton, dated Portfixonth,
Firginia, May 16, 1779.

5 IR, , _

FTER a very favorable Paffage of Four Days,
we entered the Capes of Virginia the 8 h In-

ftant, contrary Winds prevented our landing till.

the roth.

About Three in the Afterncon the Army was
landed at the Glebe, on the Weftérn shore of Eli-
zabeth River, jult out of Cannon Shot of the Fort.
As the Troops landed, the Column moved to invelt
" the Fort.  The Enemy, perceiving that their Re-
.treat would be cut off, evacuated before we could
reach the South Branch of Elizabeth River.

The Artillery and Stores, taken in the Fort and.

Town, will appear by the Returns | have the Honor
to inclofe. : N

Having taken Poffeflion of the Fort, and placed
~Guards in the Town, I encamped in Two Lines,
:Right to the Fort, and left to. the South Branch.

On the 11th the Flank Companies of the Guards
took a firong Pofition Ten Miles in Front of the
.Right Wing. The Volunteers of Ireland took one
equally ftrong, Seven Miles in Front of the Left
"Wing., The Center of the Line was covered by

. an impenetrable Swamp.

On the tzth the Guards marched at Night to
Suffolk, Eighteen Miles, and arrived at Day-break.
The Town was haftily deferted ; and fome Veffels,

- a very large Magazine of Provifions, with Nava)l
. Stores, and Two Picces of Cannon, were deftroyed.
“The Returns, Sir, will alcertain the Quantities.
.Mr Barretr, Vélunteer, with One Light Infaatry,
were wounded,

The Volunteers of Ireland have had fome flight
_:8kirmifhing, in which they have fuffered litcle.
- ‘The Eremy have loft, in Killed, Wounded, and
- Prifoners, Four and Twenty. .

I am profecuting your Excellency’s further In-
“ftruétions, in which I have great Reafon to believe
«very many of the:lnhabitants will contribute their
Aflitance. -

' I have the Honor to be, &c.

EDW. MATHEW.

[ Price Seven Pence. ]

Packet, Ihave an Opportunity of fend-

-Copy of a: Lester from Sir Geoege Collier to Gentral
Sir {Henry Clinton, datea- Raifonable, May 16,
-1779-

S IR,

A F TER leaving New Yok the §th Inftant with

the M.n of War and Tranfports-under my Com-
mand, I proceeded towards the Place of our Defti.
nation with the moft propitioas Winds, and on the
4th Day (irom our failing) made the Capes of Vir-
ginia. The Fleet anchored that Night between the
Sands near Willoughby Point, which they had
hardly done, when the moft terrible Flurry of
Thunder, Lightaing, Wind, and Rain, came on,
that I ever recollet : 1ts Continuance however was
not more than Half an Hour, and the Ships were
all fo fortunate as to efcape driving on Shore. At
San.rife we faw fome Rebel Ships and Veffels ia
Hampton Road, with their Sails loofe, who, as
foon as the Tide admitted of it, got under
Weigh, .and ran up Elizabeth and Jumes Rivers:
Our Fleet alfo weighed, and the Raifonable anchored
fhorily after in Hampton Road, her great Draughe
of Water not admitting of her going further with
Conveniency. I immediately fhifted my Broad
Pendant to the Rainbow, and proceeded with the
Fleet up Elizabeth River, till 2 contrary Wind -and
the Ebb Tide obliged us to anchor. The following
Morning being calm, prevented the Ships from
moving with the Flood, on Account of the Narrow-
nefs and Intricacy of the Charnel; and as the in.
tended Piace of Defcent was not more than Five or
Six Miles diftant, the General, anxious to lofe no
Time, embarked the Fitft Divifion in the Flat Boats,
and covered by the Corawallis Galley, and Two
Gun Boats that carried a Six-pounder at each End,
proceeded up, and landed without Oppofition at the
Glebe which is diltant about Three Miles from the
Town of Porrfmouth. The Fort fired fome heavy
Guns at the Galley, which the Dilance rendered
of no Effe®. A favourable Breeze having- arofe
brought the Ships up, even before the firft Divifion
had got on Shore; and the Remainder of the ‘Troops,
with the Field Artillery, &c. were landed.immedi-
ately with the utmo®t Expediticn. .

‘T'he Movements of the Army-afterwards General
Mathew will beft explain to your Excellency, e
Rebels ftiil kept their Colours flying upon the Forr,
from which Circumftance we judged they intended
making jone Defence, though we did rot expedt
much. To give them however ne Time for throw-
ing up freth Works, or for waiting to be reinforced
by more Rebel Troops, it was agreed hetween the
General and myfelf, that the Rainbow fhould move
up with the Moming ‘Tide before the Fort, and that
the Troops, at the fame Time, fhould: attack it on
the ‘Land Side. "The Enemy howeverfaved us the
Trouble by guitting it that Evening, and we tngk

Poffeflion of the Fort and Town' of Portimouth, as’ -
alfo of Norfolk (which is on the oppofite SSide of{
| the River) without the leaft Oppofitian, X
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