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Whitehall, April 1, 3380; ]
Extrad of a Letter from Major-General Campbell 10 |
Lord Gesrge Germain, dated Penfacolay, Decem-
der 15, 1779.

" HAT a grievaus Mortification mutt it
T . be to me to have to relate to your
Lordthip, for my Sovereign’s Informa-

) tion, the Conqueft of the Weftera Part
of this Province, by the Arms of .Spain, in confe-
quence of their early Intelligence of the Commence- |
ment of Hoftilities. Having in my Difpatches of
- the 14th. of September, prepared your Lordfhip for

the Events which have followed, I fhall refer for

Particulars 10 Lieutenant-Colonel Dickfon’s Letier

to me of the zoth of O&ober from New Orleans,

to the Aricles of Capitulation between him and his
- Excellency Don Bernardo de Galvez, Governor

.of Louifiana, at Baton Rouge, the 218 Day of Sep-

tember, to the Lit he furnifhes of the Killed,

-Wounded aud Prifoners, and to a Paper containing

the Reafons affigned by him for preferring Batan

Rouge faor a Poft whereat to make a Stand,- as com-

prifing all the addicional Intelligence that appears

to be requifite, of this unfortunate Difafter.

I cannot help obferving, that Faéts have demon--
firated, that Spain had predetermined on a Rupture
with Great Britain long before the Declaration made
on the 16th Day of June laft by their Ambaflador:
at the Court of London ; had laid their Plans, and
prepared all their Governors Abroad for fuch an
Event; and it would appear, had even fized on the
Bay, or at leaft nearly the Time, on which it was
to take Place; for we are here informed, that War
was declared at Porto-Rico in a feiv Days after the
t6th of June. Englifh Veffels are known to have.
heen carried into the Havannah as Prizes in the
Beginning of Auguft lat. And from New Orleans
I have the Governor’s’ own Acknowledgment of
his being apprized of the Comumencement ‘of .Hofti- |
lities on the gth Day of Auguit laft : But how much
carlier his Intelligence of that Event really was, is
uncertain, However that be, it s now uncontro-
vertibly known, that he has long ago been fecreily
preparing for War, That having previoufly col
le&ed the whole Force of the Province of Louifiana,
the Independency of America was publicly recog-
pized by Beat of Drum at New Orleans on the igth |
Day-of Auguft; and every Thing being in Rea-
dinels for that Parpofe, he immediately marched
againft our Foices on the Mifliffippis and he fo
efectually fucceeded by the Capture, by Stratagem,
of a King’s Sloop in Lake Pontchartrain, by the
Seizure of a Schooner in- the River Mififfippi
an her Way with Rum and Provifions for Man-
shack, and of Six ‘other fmall Veflels on the
Lakes and in the River Amit.

another with Provifions, and by preventive Pre-

One of thefe}
Jaft with Troops of the Regiment of Waldeck, znd |

~ [ Price Seven-Pence. ]

1

] cautions in fopping any Communication of Inteli-

ligence of his Movements, being fent to this Place ;
that he had nearly effe@ted the Reduttion of the
Weftern Past of this Province, before we at Penfa-
cola were apprized, or had the fmalleft Communi-
cation of his having commenced Hoftilities ; the In-
formation of that Event having only reached me on
the 14th of September, as inumated o your Lord-
thip in my Letter of that Date; and Lieutenant-
Colonel Dickfon, it appears, was forced to capitu-
late ‘on the 211t Day of that fame Month,

Copy of a Letter from Lientenanr-Colonel Dickion to-
Major-General Campbell, dated News Orlranss.
Odlober 20, 1779,

SIR,

SEND by Lieutenant Wilfon, for yout Informs.

-ation, a Copy of a Journal which I kept ever

fince the Commencement of Hoftilities with the
Spaniards., 'The dangerous-and difagreeable Sitna~
tion I was in ever fince that Period will b2 fully re-
lated to you by him, and I hope will in every Par-
ticslar juftify me, by convincing you that [ have
ufed my utmolt Efforts, even to the laft Minuie,
againft a great Superiority of Forces, with eve
other Advantage an Enemy ¢ould defire. I fend by
Lieutenant Wilfon the Capitulation in Englith, a3
propofed by me to his Excellency Don Bernardo dé -
Galvez, and the original one in the French Lan-
guage, as finally concluded on between us. The
Terms are honorable to” the Ticops and favor
able to the Inbhabitants, and I hope will meet with
your fuli Approbation. Engineer Graham, who
has obtained Leave from his Excellency Doan Ber-
nardo de Galvez to go to Penfacola on private Bu-
finefs, was very ufeful to me in drawing up the
Terms of Capitvlation, and fince our Arrival here,

-on many Occafions, from his perfe@t Knowledge of -

the French Language.

It is with Pleafure I affure you, that all the Of-
ficers and Men under my Command behaved exs
teedingly well, and did every Duty they were
ordered with preat Chearfulnefs and Exaflinefs.
Lieutenant Wilfon and the Detachment of the
Royal Artillery, as well as the additional Gunners,
diltingnifhed particularly, the Day the £nemy of-
fered their Batteries againit the Redoubt. | .

I mult, in Juftice to his Excellency Don Pernarde
de Galvez, fay, that the Officers and Soldiers, whe
are Prifoners of War at this Place, are treated with .
the greateft Generofity and Attention, not only by
the Officers, but even the Spanifh Soldiers feem o
gake Pleafure in being <ivil and kind to the Prifoa-
ers in general. )
' N Iam, &c. o
(Signed)  dkx. Dickfen, Lievtenant-Colond.

16th Regiment of Foot..
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