confiding in the Mérit of the Troops I have the

Honbtur to command, in thegreat Affiftance I

have from Earl Cornwallis, and the further Co-

operation of the Navy, I *éntertain great Hopes
of Succefs. ) g :

- T cannot clofe my Letter without exprefling how
much 1 am obliged hitherto to Admiral Arbuthnot.
for the Affiftance given me through Captain El-
phinflone, who as yet has been chiefly employed
in the Naval Tranfaltions immediately relative to
the Army. This Gentleman’s unsemitted Atten-
tion to us from his_ fo ably and foccefsfully con-
dudting the Tranfports into North Edifto to this
Hour, with’ the great Benefit [ have deived from
his Knowledge of the Inland Navigation of this
Part of the Coaft, merit my warmelt Thanks.

P.S. Since the above, a Reéinforcement is ar-

.rived in Charles Towh, faid to confit of zo000

Men from the Northern Army.

[ TRANSLATION. ]
Extra&l of a Letter from Lieutenant-General Knyp-

baufen to Lord George Germain, dated Neaw York,
March 27, 1780.

I that fince General Clinton’s Departure from’
hence on the 26th of December laft, we have had
the longeft and moft fevere Winter that was. ever
temembered : All was Continent ; and Horfes with
heavy Carriages could go over the Ice into the
Jerfeys from one-1fland to another; and .it is only
fince the 26th of February that the Rivers and
Straits have been navigable.” .

The Rebels thought to avail themfelves of this
eify Communication, and threiteded an Attack
upon Staten IHland, where there were about r8oo
Men under the Command of . Brigadier-Genetal
Sterling, who were pretty- well intrenched. For
this Purpofe General Wathington; whofe Army was
hutted at Morris Town, fent a Detachinent of 2700
Men, with Six Pieces of Cannon, Two Mortars,
and fomte Horfe, commanded by Eord Sterling, who
arrived on the Ifland early in the Morning of the
15th of January, our advanced Pofts having retired
upon their Approach. They fofmed :the Line;
and having made fome Movements in the Courfe of
that Day, withdrew in the .Night, after having
burnt One Houfe, pillaged fome others, and car-
ried off with them about 200 Head of Cattle. The
-Day of their Arrival on the Ifland I embarked 6eo
Men to atempt a Paflage, and fupport General
Sterling.; but the floating Ice prevented their Suc-
¢efs, and obliged them to return, [ imagine that
the Appearance of thefe Tranfports, with Froops
on board, which. they could- fee towards the Clofe
of the Day, induced them to make this' fudden Re-
treat, as they could not tell what Succefs they might
“have. Some Prifoners were made in their Retreat.

Some Days after, an advanced Poft, which they
had at Newark, confiting of One Company, was
furpfized and taken by a Detachment from hence
and from Paulus Hook, under the Command of
Major Lumm ; and the fame Day General Sterling
fent another Detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel
Bofkirk, who furprized the-Piquet Guard at:Eliza-
beth Town, and made 2z Majors, z. Captains, and
47 Men, Prifoners of War. Both thefe Enterprizes
were effeCted without any. Lofs on our Side.” Some
Time after General Mathew fent a Detachient of
Guards and Provincial Horfe, under the Command
of - Lieutenant-Colonel Northon, to attack a Poft at
John’s Houfe spon the White Plains; . This did not

focceed entirely to his Withes ; but the Rebels who [

were pofted in a Houfe were however attacked and
difodged, with the Lofs of 40 Men killed and g7

HAVE the Honor to inform_your Lordthip,’

made Prifoners; among whom were f Lieutenante .
Lolonel, 1 Major, and § Inferior Officers. We
: Had 3 killed and 15 wounded.

" " In the Night of the 22d of this Month we partly

{ furprized and took a Rebel Poft in the Jerfeys, ¢on-

fiting of 250 Men, of whom we made only 6%
Prifoners, owing to Two Embarkations, - One from
hence 'under Lieutenant-Colonel Macpherfon, and"
another from Kingfbridge under Lieutenant-Colonel
‘Howard, not arriving at the appointed Time. Ouf
Lofs upon this Occafion was very inconfiderable,
Captain-Armftrong of the 42d Regiment is wounds
ed. By thefe little Enterprizes during the Winters
as far.as e can'afcertain, we have- made 320 Pris
foners, and killed about 65 of the Enemy. ,
By the , beft Intelligence. { Hiave been able to gety
General Wathington's Army at ‘Morris ’Ifbwn can-
fits of about gooo Men, befides Militia. There
has been a great Defertion Among them; Tired
of the War, and diffatisfied with the depreciated
Yalue of cheir Money, a general Difcontenc pervades
the whole Army. - :

Extrait of a Letter from Major-General Pattifon t¢
Lird George Germair, dated New York, Februs
ary 32, i780. - . '

HE intenfe Froft, accompanied with great
. 1. Falls of Snow, which began here about 1he
Middle of December, fhut up the Navigation of this
Port from the Sed, within a few Days after Admiral
Arbuthnet’s Elcet, with the Troops under the Com«
mander in Chief, hid taken its Departure from .
Sandy Hook.. . The Severity of the Weather in-
creafed to that Degree,. that towards .the Middle of
January all Comnicnications ‘with this City by Wa.
ter were entirely cut off; and as many new omes
opened by the Ice. We could fcarcely be faid to
be in "an infulat State. Thé Paflage of the North
River, even in the wideft Part from hence to Paulus
Hoaok (2000 Yards) was aboit the 1gth - prafticable
for the heavieft Cannon, an Event unknown in the
Memory of Man; and very foon after Provifions
were tran{ported upon,Sleighs; and Detachments of
Cavalry marched from New York to Staten Ifland
{11 Miles) upon the Ice, The Eaft River to Brook-
lyn on Long Ifland was alfo, for many Days, blocked

up. : , C
Thus circumftanced, My Lord, -this City was laid
open on many Sides to an Attack from an enterpri~
zing Enemy; and notwithflanding the unfuccefsful
Attempt they made upon Staten %ﬂ'ahd on the 14th
of January,: it was neverthelefs flrongly reported
that .Generdl Wathington was meditating a great
Stroke upon New York, with his whole Force, by
different Attacks; and although the Undertaking
would perhaps have been too daring and unwar-
rantable, yet the repeated Intelligence we received
of the many Preparations they were making for that
Purpofe, forbid the .abfolute Difbelief of fuch a
Plan’s being under Contemplation : Therefore, ha-
ving received in November laft an Addrefs, figned
by the principal Inhabitants, in Behalf of them{elves
and Fellow Citizens, to .put themfelves in Military™
. Atray, I.thought it a favorable Occafion of putiing
the Sincerity of their Profeflions to the Teft, and of
adding in the prefent Inftance to she Security of the
City and Garrifon, which the Commandér in Chief”
was pleafed to honor me with the Care and Com-
.mand of, as well as eftablithing in" future fuch an
“internal Defence, as to mike a Garrifon of le@
Strength fufficient in general for ics Protefion. I
confulted with General Tryori upon the Expediency:
| of this Meafure, and, as he entirely concurred in
my Opinion, I'did not hefitate (having taken the
Senfe too of fome of the principal Citizens) to iflae
a Proclamakion, calling- upon all the” Male lﬁhabi-\
tauts,

|




