for Tmpofiibilities from Government, but they wifh
to {ee that Bffufion of a liberal Heart which itis
poflible to exhibit in a State of Poverty. Geunero-
- ity is the.Chara@eriftic of a Soldier : For the Love
of his ‘Country he lavifhes Health and Life, for
" which no Equivalent can be given him : Should he
- not then be fpared the-Mortification of receiving
his Pittance from a relatant Hand ? " ,
The prefent Incomes of the Majority of the Peo-
ple who bear the Burthen of the Public Charges are
proportioned to the encreafed Prices of the INecef-

faries of Life. Ifitis obje@ted that thofe who fub- |
fit by fixt Salaries, or by therlniereft of their Mo-

ney, or have been ravaged by the Enemy, are as
: oy

great Sharers, as the Army, in. the.common Cala-

‘mity, it “argues, perhaps, no more than that they

fufficient to fapport them with Decency "and Com-
fort to themfelves, and Advantage-to the Service:
The Neceflaries and Conveniencies, of Life are
raifed to Two or Three Times thelr former Prices
in Specie; and as.to the Depreciation Notes (lo
‘called) they do not in Fattfell for One Third their
Nominal Value. . '

It is our Opinion, . that nothing lefs than. the No.
minal Sum of the Wages and- Rations, made good
trom Time to Time in its relative Value to the Pro-
perty-of the Country, will or-ooght to be fatisfac-
tory : "This has been done for the New York Line ;

and as to a futore Provifion, our’s atk no more than
I what the laft-mentioned State and the Southern
E Lines ferving in the fame Army with them, If it

States have done, or may -do, for-their refpedtive

ought to be favoured by fome. Exgmptions, oy that.| fhould be thought beflt tovary the Mode of Payment,,
thole who have Tuffered lels thonld Contribute to in-"; there”will be no Objeétion. A Sum in Grofs will

demnify them.
Was the Cafe and Circumftances of the Army
fully underftood by the People ac la:ge, we are

periuaded their Wildom and Senfibility would render |

<

their Situation eligible and happy as, poffible-
-The War appears to us a¢ far {rom an honourable
Ifluc as it has ever dore. ~ Our, Allies, -however ge-
nerous their Intentions, have not been able 1o give us
the expefted Affitance. Perhaps Providence, by re-
peated ‘Dilappointments from this Quarter, defigas
to comvince us that our Help add Salvation is, vn-
der God, -to he derived from our own Exertions.
There i§ no Ground of Hope that the Enemy will

relinquifh their Obje&, ’nill they find the Country-

prepared to befend icfelf 5 that is, until they fee an
Army oppofed to them as regular as theirown, and on
aspermanent = Bafis. Our prefent Condition promifes

them the fpeedy Accomplithment of their Withes: |

An Army confitting of a few inadequate Thoufands,
almott deftitute of every Public Supply ; i’s Officers,
- whofe Tables once abounded with Pléaty and Va-
riety, fubfifting, Month after Month, on One

bare Ration of dry Bread and Meat, and that, fre- |-
vality ; their Families } |

quently, of the meaneft Q
- looking: up to them for their ufual Support; their
Children for the Education fo which they once had
a Title. *QOur Enemies know ‘Human Nature too
well to.apprehend. they fhall have to contend long
- with-an Army- under fuch’'Circumftances.
“Iu Faithfulnefs to.our Country we make this Re-
- preflentation, without the Solicitation or Knowledge
of thofc Officers who are the chief Sobje&ts of it:
They, we-are dffured, are’ generally determined to
refign their Commiflions at'the Clofe of this Cam-
paign-; indeed it is impoflible for them to continue,
let their Virtoe ‘and Inclination be ever fo great;
and~ we cannot but exprefs to_you, that. we fhall
confider the Lofs of the préfent Body of Officers as
iittle fhort ot the Diflolution of the Army. '
If the Conntry is competent to it’s Defence, with.
out a regular Army, no more need be {zid on the
Subjed ; let our’s progrefs, as it does, to. its Diflo-

appointed and' provided is abfolutely neceffary. the
Subjedls of it muft be made ealy and contented with
their Situation ; reafonable Things will fatisfy them.

The Officers have, we conceive, a juft Claim to

a handfome Support, according to their Rank, for-

the Time prefent, and to be fecure of an After-
Provifion, to compenfate for the Lofls of Bufinefs,
-and to enable thecm, when the War is over, to live
among their Brethren above Contempt. Without
this Provifion, a piifal Penury, if not Want and
Mifery, muft' be the unavoidable Portion of Men
who have faithfully difcharged their Ducy as Officers
and Citizens.

The Wages and Rations of the Officers, if paid |

in Spetie, much lefs in Notes, are by-no Means’|

| vice.
. lation ; "but, on the'other Hand, if an Army well |-

{ be more agreeable and advantageous to the Eaftern
| Officers, and: more confonant 10 the Sentim nts pre-
vailing in their States, than an-Annuity unaccom-
panied with Sesvices: And here we take the Op-
portunity to’ mention that {ome -States feem to be
.taking Meafures to attach tothemfelves the a ffection
of their own Trocps 3 with what Views it is done
we know not ; -but we thould fuppofe fimjlar Motives
ta the fame Line of Condutt mutt exittin every State, *
+We beg Leave to add, 'as a Mealure of Propriety
and Juftice, that a reafonable Confideration be paid
to Oflicers, who, through Want of Health, fhall
be obliged: to retire before the End of the War.
cd s i NarheGieene,s Major Gen,
Samuel H. Parfons; Brig, Gen,
Fobn Paterfon, Brig. Gen.
o Febn Glower, fBrig. Gen,
Fobn Stark, B:ig. Gen.
J- Huntingdon, Brig. Gen:
. 7, Knox. Brig. Gen. Artillery,
Copy of an intercepted Letter from Lieutenant- Colonel
Hamilton, Aid.de-Camp to General Wafbington,
20 éjémt Sears, Efg; at Boffon, dated October 12,
1780, . .. B .
WAS much obliged to you, iny dear Sir, for
the’ Letter. which. you did me the Favor to write
me fince your Return to Bofton. Yam forry to find
that the fame Spirit of Indifference to publick AR
fairs prevails. It is neceflary we thould roufe, and
begin to do our Bufinefs in earneft,. or we fhall play
a lofing Game... It is impoffible the Conteft can be
much longer fupported-on the prefent Footing. We
muft have a Government with more Power. We
muft have a Tax in Kind: We mult have a Foreign
Loan. We muft have a Bank;on: the: tru¢Principles
of a Bank. We muft have zn Adminiftration dif-
tin&t from Congrefs, and in the-Hands of fingle
Men under .their Orders.” We muft,- above all
Things, have an’ Army for the. War, ‘and an Efta-
blithment that will interefl the Officers in-the Sere

-

Congrefs are deliberating. on-our Military Affairs;
but 1 apprehend their Refolutions will be tinGtored
with the old Spirit.  We feem to be Proof againft
Experience. 'They. will however recommend an
Army for the. War, at leaft as a primary Objeét.
All thofe who love their Country oughe to exert
their Influence, in the States where they refide, to
determine them. to take up this Obje& with Lnergy,
The States muit fink undeér the-Burden of temporary
Inlitments, and the Enemy will conquer us by De.
grees, daring the Intervals of our Weaknefs.

- Clinton is now fuid to be making a confiderable
Detachment to the Southward. . My Fears are high,
my Hopes low. . ,

We are tuid here, there is to be a Congrefls of
the Newtral Powers at the Hague, for mediating &

) . . B - ?me; .
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