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who was retreating ^^.^.^. ....... — . _ _ . . . . ... , _. r 
serous for him to pass Broad River -, and came up j slant that Lord Cornwallis could pass i t ; this he then 
n'rth kini at Eifh-t o'Clock A". M. on the 17th In- j did at a private Ford, Four Miles below Bratty's, 
stant. Every Thing now bore the most promiiing j though strongly opposed by a Body of Militia, who 

•inure n u i n c i u u i ; uu i m e uun_i «..n>- ^.v.-...v, 
Corps under L:eutenant Colo.ul Tarleton's Com 
mand, and his great Superiority in Cavalry, left him 
no Room toDoubtof the most brilliant Success. The" 

„ ~ . * . . . „ . , , * . . ~ . — „ . . . . „ — s„..„.,..j, — m „ s 

" the River under a heavy Fire, without returning 
!' a Shot until they were over and formed." 

no i-vuuin IUXJUHW.UI me uiun uj.ni^.wuw... . , On the fame Day Colonel Tarleton had the good 
Attack was.beghn bythe First Line of Infantry, con- ?.Fortune to defeat another Corps of the Enemy's 
listing ofthe 7th Re«iment, the Infamry of the Legion, Militia, that had aflembled under Colonel Pickings, 
Hivd Corps, of Light Infantry annexed to i t ; a Troop, killing, and taking many, and entirely dispersing the 
of Cavalry was^placed on each Flank ; the 1st Btlt- rest. 
'talion of the 7 ill, and the Remainder of the Cava-Jry, 1 .In relating these Circumstances to your Lordship, 
formed the Reserve. The.Enemy's Line soon gave it is no small Satisfaction to add, that on both Oc-
Wa.y,* and their. Milkia quitted the Field; but our. calions the Loss sustained by the King's Troops is 
Troops having been thrown, into some Disorder by inconsiderable; and that, except Colonel Hall of 
the Pursuit, General Morgan's Corps faced about, the Guards, who is killed, no Officer was hurt. 
»nd gave them a heavy Fire : This unexpected Event " After gaining these Advantages Lord Cornwallis 
occasioned the utmost Confusion in the First Line. proceeded to Salisbury, of which Town he pofles-

The Two Three-poundess were takeii, and I fear 
the Colours of the 7th Regiment shared the same 
File. In Justice to the Detachment of Royal Ar
tillery I mull here observe, that no Terrors couldin. 

. duce them to'abandon their Guns, and they vvere all 
either killed or wounded in the Defence of-them. 
Li6utenan-Colonel Tarleton assembled Fifty of his 

fed h ina sells on the 4th Instant. 
iHirherto General Green had remained in his Po.-

sition on the Eastern Banks of the Pedec ; and by 
thus hanging on the Frontiers ofthe Province, and 
having with him a Force in. Cavalry, was enabled 
to make Inroads into the Heart of it, which were 
greatly distressing to the Inhabitants, and obliged 

Cavalry, and, being animated by the Bravery.of the * me to detach, to cover the Communications be-
Osticer who had so often led them to Victory, charged ; tween this and Camden, prevent the Enemy's ta 
snd -repulsed Colonel Washington's Horse, retook j king Poll on this Side the Santee, and hinder In 
-the Baggage ofthe Corps, and cut to Pieces the suits in.cur Vicinities; but on the News of Lord 
• - . .- . — i3£> o r *-

Detachment of the Enemy that had .taken Possession 
of it, and,* afeer destroying what they could not con
veniently bri.-g off, retired with the Remainder un
molested to Hamihon's Ford, near the Mouth of Bul
lock's Creek. 

The Loss of'our Cavalry is inconsiderable, but I 

Cornwallis-s late Successes, he called in his Out-Par
ties, and by a precipitate Movement reached the 
Moravian Settlements in North Carolina, where, 
by the last Accounts, he has taken a Station to co
ver the Passage of the Yadkin. 

From this View of the Situation of both Armies X 1IC I J U H Ul UUI V-ctv a i l y no J11 l . u i l i l u k - 1 a iJJC, U U I X I - •—•'• »••«.« » . * - . . w» w.v . U . . M U . I U H v n " u m HJ1JIH. 

fear about 400 of the Infantry are either killed, we may expect soon to hear of some Event of Mo 
wounded or taken. I will transmit the particular ment, and which I hope will give Occasion to con' 

r " T •*" r --•.-. 1- r , gratulate your Lordship. 
By my last Letter your Lordship was informed of 

an Expedition being then to fail under Major Craig, 

Account of the Loss as soon as it can be ascertained. 
I stiall direct Lieutenant-Colonel Balfour,to trans

mit a.Copy of this Letter, by the first Opportunity, 
to the Secretary of State. 

Extrad of a Letter from Lieuienant-Co-onel Balfi.ur 
to Lord George Germain, ,dated Charles-Town, 
February 18, 178,1. 

>¥-t-he Letter in which I had the Honour to ad-
_ dress your Lordstiip on -the i*f5th of January-
last, you will have been informed of the Situation 
of Affairs here to that Period, and 4*>y Lord Corn
wallis's Dispatch, dated the 18th ofthe same Month, 
of Lieutenant-Colonel Tarleton's unfortunate Ac
tion on the preceding Day.: I am now to give your 
Lordship such further Informations as have been 
received since, either immediately from Earl Corn
wallis, Lord Rawdon, or Major Craig, or by Intel
ligence through the Country. 

Notwithstanding the unexpected and -untoward 
Event of the 17th ultimo, Lord Cornwallis still con
tinued his forward Movements, and pressed hard on 
•General.Morgan,* without being able to come up 
•jvith him, who, with his Prisoners, pushed -for the 

of- the 82d Regiment*, the, Force employed on that 
Service, and the Objects of it, I have now the Honor 
to communicate to your Lordship ; his having taken • 
Possession pf Wilmington without Opposition, on the 
29th ultimo : But finding that a Body of: the Enemy-
had posted themselves at Heron's Bridge, about 
Twelve Miles froni that Town, to cover as well this 
Pals as the Shipping in the River, and to shew a 
Force for the Militia to form on, Major Craig, by 
an immediate and well timed Exertion, surprised the 
Rebels in this very strong Position, and, by dislodg
ing them from it, has cleared that Patt of the Coun
try, gained, in Co operation with His Majesty's Ships, 
of War,Posseffion of their Vessels, and taken bn Board 
them and in their Camp several Military Stores, 
the Want of which may be much felt, should they 
attempt again to raise any Force in these Parts. 

Major Craig further informs me, tnat he is exert
ing every Means to put .the very, essential- Post of 
Wilmington into a State of Defence, and eventually 
to communicate with the Army under Lord Corn
wallis. 

Extrad 


