Reafon to believe, that-the French and Hyder would
march immediately to attack it: I therefore moved
the Army towards it with all poflible Difpatch, in
full Perfuafion that our Enemies would have met
me there, and tried a decifive A&ion : But { arrived
there without receiving the fmalleft Oppofition ;
apprehending, however, left the Enemy might be
in Doubt about my Defire of bringing them to
Adlion, and convinced that they would not feek for
me in the Neighbourhood of Vandiwath, where I
could receive them to fo great Advantage, I deter-
mined to advance towards them. I accordingly

~made Two Marches in the dire&t Road to the

- Ground, on which we had obferved them, from

‘the Hill of Vandiwath, to be encaraped; but on
my Approach they fell back, and both by my In-
telligence, and by what I could difcover from the
Heights in the Neighbourhood of cur Camp, they
took op their Station on the Red Hills. This was
a Pofition in itfelf fo ftrong, and could, by an
Army of fuch Magnitude as Hyder’s, fupported by
an Huropean Force far exceeding the Numbers in
my Army, be occupied to fo great Advantage, that
1 judged it expedient to lay my Intelligence and
Sentiments before the Two next Ofticers in Com-
mand, Major-General Stvart and Colonel Lang,
that I might have the Benefit of their Opinions on
a Matter ot fuch momentous Importance, and on
the Iffue of which depended the Whole of the Bri-
tith Interefts in India.

Upon a Reference to the Council of War, which
was held on this Occafion, the Idea I fuggelted of
drawing the Enemy from their ftrong Poft, by
moving in a Direion, which would effe@ually
check Hydetr’s Supplies, and alarm him for the
the Safety of his Grand Magazine of Arnee, was
unanimouily approved.

In Conformity to that Plan, we accordingly
marched on the joth, and, on the 1t of June,
encamped at the Diftance of about: Five Miles from
Arnee. That Day [ received Intelligence that Hy-
der, on hearing of the Route we had taken, marched
immediately, and that the Advance of his Army
had arrived cthe preceding Evening at Defloor, dif-
tant from us about Twenty-five- Miles, and in the
high Road towards us. [ was thereby fatisfied, that
the Effeét I had in View had taken Place, and or-
dered a proper Place to be reconnoitred for pofting
the Baggage, in cafe I thould either have found it
advifeable to go and meet the Enemy, or to re-
ceive them on the Ground I had occupied. In the
Middle of the Night of the 1ft, or rather early in
Morning of the zd, Intelligence was brought me,
that Hyder had come to Chittiput, diftant from
us about Eleven Miles. The Army was then
under QOrders of March to proceed nearer Arnee,
which, T was encouraged to hope, might prove
an eafy Acquifition, and which, by the large Stock
of Provifions it contained, added to the extreme
Fitnefs of its Situation, opened to us no lefs a
Profpe&t than the total Expulfion of the Eneém
from the Carnatic. In my then Polition, witz
Hyder’s Army on the one Side, and ap Obje&t of
fuch Magnitude on the other, it bécame a Poiot
of Deliberation, which was the moft eligible Line
of Condu& to be adopted: To perfevere in my
original Intention of threatening Arnee, (which
Hyder had moft undoubtedly came to cover) and
thereby bring on an Agtion, or to advance and

. engage the Enemy, I preferred the former, as

romifed the molt certain Iffue, upon the Mind of
?Iyder, whofe fole View evidently was to fave his

Grand Magazine; It was equal to him, whether

he accomplifhed that, by diverting our Attention |

from it, or by giving us Battle. But itis reafonable
to imagine, that if he fucceeded on the former
Grounds, he would hardly, after having fuffered
Four Defeats, put any Thing to Rik on the latter.
We accordingly therefore commenced our March
towards Arnee, contiguous to which the Advance of
our Army had arrived, and we had begun to mark
out the Ground for our Encampment, when a dif-
tant Cannonade opened on our Rear, and which
was the firlt Andunciation I had of Hydet’s having
approached fo near us, in Force. Hib coming
upon us, thus fuddenly, proceeds from his being
able to cover the March of his Line of Infantry,

MDAl £ XTnwda _ovd wrhich hasines

generally beea the Companions of dur Movements,
during the whol¢ of the War, were never to be
confidered as any pofitive Procf of his Army being
at Hand. ’

Every Difpatch was ufed in makling the neceffary
Difpofitions for repelling the Attack, and coming
to Ation, Our Line was then in a low Situation,
with high and commanding Ground ali round,
which as the Enemy had got Pofleflion of, our dif-
ferent Manceuvres were performed under every Dif-
advantage, and expofed to a heavy though diftant
Cannonade. It was not until near Mid-day that
we had reduced the Enemy’s various Attacks into
one fettled Poinr, fo as to advance apon th=m with
Effed, and with a Profpe@ of Advantage; but fo
{oon as that was accomplithed, we pufhed on and
they gave Way : We purlued them till the Evening
was far advanced, -taking from them in their Re-
treat One Gun, Five Tumbrils, and Two Carts
loaded with Ammunition.

I remained at this advanced Station to the laft
Momert the State of my Provifions would admit of ;
and when obliged to fall back for my Supplies, K
endeavoured to do it with all the Credit poffible,,
by again fecking for Hyder, who by my Intelli-
gence, had encamped with his Army contiguous tor
a Road by which we might march. He retreated
before me with Precipitation, although in Pofleflion
of Ground which he could have difputed our ap-
proach towards with great Advantage. We purfued
our March the fucceeding Day, by the fame Road
on which he had retreated, but found tha: he had
turned off and crofled the Country towards Arnee.
On the 8th of June, when encamped in the Neighe
bourhood of Trivatore, and where we had halted a2
Day to refreth both the Troaps and the Cactle, of
which they flood greatly in need, having {uffered
feverely both by Sicknels and Fatigue, our Grand
Guard was moft unfortunately ‘drawn into an Am-
bufcade compofed of about Six Thoufand of Hy-~
der’s chofen Horfe, and totally cut of before any -
Support could be afforded.

It is with Pleafure I acquaint you, that the Efta.
blifhment of Peace with the Mahrattas is in the
faireft Way towards being happily accomplithed,
as, on the 17th of May laft, Articles of a Treaty
of Peace, and perpetual Friendfhip and Alliance,
between the Engli{h and the Mahrattas, were agreed

‘to and executed by Mahdeo Scindia, on the Part of

the latter, and by Mr. David Anderfon, (deputed
by the Governor General and Council) on the Part
of the former, fubjef&t however to the Approval and
Ratification of their refpeétive Governments, before
they fhould become final. In as far as depends
upen us I believe every Part has been confirmed ;
but as yet I have not heard of the Conditions,
having received the Seal and Signatare of the
Pefhwa, and the Atteftations of the Dependent Mem-
bers of the Poona State, L

The only important Movement of the Army,
which happened between the Ation of the 2d of
June until this prefent Time, was the Relief of
the Garrifon of Villore, which was perfotmed be~
tween the 7th and z1ft of Auguft; the Army
having marched in that Period near zoo Miles,
and threw into the Place Provifions fufficient to
maintain the Garrifon to the & of March next.

I am concerned to acquaint your Lordfhips with
the Fall of Trincomale, which by ourIntelligence
was furrendered to the French Force under Mon-
fieur Suffrein on the zift ult. by Capitulation.
My Orders were to defend it to the laft, Ouz
Squadron had an A&tion with the French Squa-
dron off the Place on the 3d Inflant, in which the
laft fuffered moft ; but our Fleet found 4t neceffaty
to come to thefe Roads, where it arrived the gth
Inftant, and is now refitting, and intends pro-
ceeding to Bombay the Middle of next Month.
The Minerva Store Ship, and the Major and Not-
tingham Indiamen belonging to Sir Richatd Bic-
kerton’s Fleet, are arrived ; the two latter having
on board Lieutenant Colonel Adams, with two
Companies of His Majefty’s 1011t Regiment, and
Colonel Reimbold, with two Companies of His
Majefty’s Eleftoral Troops. They have all of
them arrtved extremely healthy, and have fuffered
very little indeed by the Voyage.
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