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Fort were anxious to march out, and, if poflible,
. furprize the Enemy at their Poft, by which Means
we might have cut off their Comnunicauon with

any difaffefted People in the Colony, aud probably

~ have forced them back again to their Ships.

I was perfuaded fuch an Attempt might be of Ser-
vice, if effeCted with Refolution, and, at the repeated
Solicitations of the Royalifts, I permitted them to

,aflemble One Hundred and Eighty Volunteers, and
put them under the Command of Captain M<Dowall,
of the 43d Regiment, who offered to diret their
Operations. The Party marched from the. Fort
about Eight o’Clock in the Evening; but, I am
forry 1o fay, my Hopes of the Benefit we might have
derived from the Succefs of this Attempt were en-
tirely defeated, by their Want ot Steadinefs and Dil-
cipline. .

In marching along the Road leading to Gozier, a
few Shot were fired, probably by a Picquet of the
Enemy’s, from the Buthes at the Side of the Road:
The moft (hameful Panick inftantly prevailed through-
out the whole Party : A general Difcharge of Muf-

_ quetry commenced ; many of ‘them threw away their

Arms and deferted to the Town ; fome few retorned
to Fleur d’Epée, and it was with the greateft Diffi-
culty Caprain M<Dowall could colleét about Thirty
of them together, whom he marched fome Minutes
after into the Fort. I am forry to add, that the next
Morning were found Three of the Royalifts dead,
and Four wounded.
- On the Morning of Thurfday the 5th Inflant the
Enemy landed Thirteen Boats crowded with Sailors,
and, from the Information of a Prifoner brought into
the Fort, I learnt it was their Intention to attack us
that Night, and that their Numbers amounted to
from Twelve to Fifteen Hundred Men. As I faw,
from the Condu& of the Royalifts on the preceding
Night, .that I had very lictle to hope from their
Steadine{s and Refolution, I took the Precaution to
defend the Gate, and line the weakeft Part of the
Work, with the Soldiers of the 43d Regiment, keep-
ing a fmall Body as a Corps de Referve, to aét on
the Approach of the Enemy.

- At Bleven o’Clock a Party of Horfe, that had
been fent out to reconnoitre, returned; and informed
me the Enemy were on their March, and in Poffel
fian of the Village of Gozier. At One o’Clock on
Friday Morning the advanced Picquet came - into
the Fort, and we then diftinftly heard the Approach
of the Enemy along the Road leading from the Vil-
lage. We inftantly commenced a Fire of Grape
Shot from One Twenty-four Pounder and Two Field
Pieces, which threw them into great Confufion, and
muft have been attended with confiderable "Effedt.
The Enemy halted for Two or Three Minutes, and
then, at the Perfuafion of their Officers, marched on
ta the Fgot of the Hill, and began to florm the
Work. N

"Wekeptupa veryheavy Fireof Mufquetry for about
Fifteen Minutes : The Enemy were evidently repulfed,
and | am perfoaded, that had the Royalifts afted with
Rgfolution .at that Moment, we might have main-
tained pur Ground ; but, on the Firing ceafing, Num-
bers of them corcinded the Place loft, and, abandon-
ing their Pofls, ran in Crowds towards the Gate, It
was in vain for the Soldiers of the 431 Regiment to
oppofe their Progrefs ; the Gates werc laid open, and
nearly One Half of the whole Body deferted 1o the
Town. . N

The Gates were again clofed as foon as poffible,
and, the fmall Body of the 43d Regiment, which I
had kept in Referve, moved on to the Attack. They
oppofed the Entrance of the Enemy for fome Time,
but one Side of the. Work having been abandoned
and lefi entirely defencelefs, we found ourfelves nearly
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furroundzd, and I then ordered the Soldiers I had
with me to charge their Bayonets, and retire a few
Paces to a Spot where we might be better able to de-
fend ourfelves. Here we halted, and received a -
Volley of Mufquetry from a Number of the Enemy
that had formed themfelves in a Body in our Front.

The Crowd of People that now came ruthing from
every Quarter towards the Gate rendered every Effort
of the Soldiers inefle€tual: Overpowered as they
were, they found themfelves difperfed, and obliged
to retire. I confulted with T'wo or Three Oificers,
that continued at my Side, upon the Pofibility of
rallying once mere,-and ftill defending the Place ;
but it was their general Opinion that the Fort was no
longer tenable, and that we onght to retire ; 1 there-
fore permitted the Gate to be opened, and ordered a
Retreat to Fort Louis.

On my Arrival at Fort Louis I affembled the Sol.
diers, with a Refolution to defend the Poft; but find-
ing that I had not quite Forty Men, and that it would
be impoflibie to hold out againtt the Enemy, I thought
it more prudent to retirg, and fave the Remains of
the Regiment, than.to furrender them Prifoners of
War. I

I, in confequence, ordered the Men to march; and,
colle@ing the Detachment at:Fort Government, with
the Soldiers that had efcaped fingly from Fleur
d’Epée, I proceeded to Petit Canaly and, having
embarked in Two Boats, fet Sail from Bafle Terre,
where we arrived at Eleven 0’Clock: Yefterday Morn-
ing. - - ,

g.[nclofed I have the Honour to tranfmit to your
Excellency a Return ‘of the prefent State of the g3d
Regiment, but it is not in my Power to detérmine the
Number of our Killed and Wounded ; neither can [
form any Opinion of the Lofs fuftained by the
Royalifis at-Fleur d’Epée ; but I am apprehenfive it
muft have been very confiderable. I am forry to
add, that Captain Suckling, of the Britith Artillery,
was wounded with a Bayonet in the Breaft, and left
at Point  Pitre. ' .

I cannot coaclude this Letter without exprefling
my Approbation of the Conduct of the Officers and
Soldiers under my Command : Their Intrepidity in
meeting any Danger, and their Exertions in rallying
our Force, were confpicuous in the Extreme, and
fuch as will ever claim my warmeft Acknowledge-
ments. -

I have the Honor to be,
‘ SIR, s .
Your Excellency’s moft obedient
very humble Servant,

-(lSigned) Fames Drummond,
Lieat. Col. 43d Reg.
C O P Y.
SIR, Beofe Terve, Fune 14, 1794

Have had the Honour of receiving your Two Ex-

prefies, and have forwarded themn to his Excel-
lency Sir Charles Grey, in Hopes they may find him
at Antigua or 3t. Ki's,

1 am forry to inform you we buried Major-Ge-
neral Dundas this Morning,

[ have the Honor 1o be
Your very obedirnt humble Servant,
(Signed) Bryas Blundell,

Lieut, Col. Com.

Licutenant-Colonel Drumsmond.
C O P V.
SIR, St. Marie; Juae §, One 0'Clock.

IN counfequence of your Letter to Captain Bu-
chanan, which Colouel Blundell has juft feen, the
Colonel has ordered abous Eighty Men of the 3gth

Regimens,




