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Weftminfler, Ofober 6, 1796. ‘

HI$ Day His Majefly came to the Houfe

of Peers, and being in His Royal Robes,

feated on the Throne with the ufual Solemnity,
Sir Francis Molyneux, Gentleman Uther of the
Black Raod, was fent with a Meflage from His
Majefty to the Houfe of Commons, commanding their
Attendance in the Houfe of Peers. The Commons
being come thither accordingly, His Majelly was
pleafed to make the following moft gracious Spéech,

My Lords, and Gentlemen,

TT is apeculiar Satisfattion to Me, in the prefent

Conjuncture of Affairs, to recur to your Advice,
after the recent Opportunity which has heen given
for collefting the Senle of My People, engaged in 2
difficalt and arduous Conteft, for the Prefervation of
all that is moft dear to Us.

1 have omitted no Endeavours for fetting on foot
Negotiations to reftore Peace to Europe, and to fe-
eure for the future the general Tranquillity,~The

$teps which I have taken for this Purpofe have at’

length opened the Way to an immediate and dire&
Negotiation, the Iffue of which muft either produce
the defirable End of a juft, henourable, and folid
- Peace for Us, and for Our Allies, or muft prove,
beyond Difpute, to what Caufe alone the Prolonga-
tion of the Calamitics of War muft be afcribed,

- 1 thall immediately fend a Perfon to Paris with
Full Powers to treat for this Obje, and it is My

ftoration of general Peace: But you muft be fenfible,
that nothing can fo much contribute to give Bffelt
to this Defire, as your manifefting that We poflefs
both the Determination . and the Refources to op-
pofe, with increafed A&ivity and Encrgy, the for-
ther Efforts with which We may have to contend,

You will feel this peculiarly neceffary ata Moment
when the Enemy bas openly manifefted the Inten-
tion of attempting a Defcent on thefe Kingdoms.—
It cannot be doubted what would be the Iflue of fuch
an Enterprize 5 but it befits your Wifdom to neglect
1o Precautions that may either preclude the At-
tempt, or fecure the {peedieft Means of turning it to’
the Confafion and Ruin of the Enemy.

In reviewing the Events of the Year, you will
have obferved, that, by the Skill and Exertions of
My Navy, Our extenfive and increafing Commerce
has been protefted to a Degree almoft beyond Ex
ample, and the Fleets of the Enemy have, for the
greateft Part of the Year, been blocked up in their
own Ports.

The Opérations in the Eaft and Weft Indies have
been highly honourable to the Britih Arms, and
produétive of great Mational Advantage; and the
Valour and good Condut of My Forces, both by
Sea and Land, have been eminently confpicuous.

The Fortune of War on the Continent has been
more various, and the Progrefs of the French Armies
threatened, at ope Period, the utmoft Danger to all
Europe ; but from the honourable and dignified Per.

anxious Wiih that this Meafure may lead to the Re- | feverance of My Ally the Emperor, and from the
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Intrepidity,




