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and, permit me to affure you, has' bee'n“az{e}:de‘d - ehis
with fuch uncommon Difficulties, that it never could-

have been accomplithed but by the Difplay of the
Qualities I have mentioned in the Troops, and a
Union of extraordinary Exertions in all the Depart-
ments concerned. In thefe all have equal Claim to
my Acknowledgments; but I cannot difpenfe with
particularizing the Intelligence and Adivity with
which, regardlefs of the uncommon Fatigue which

attended it, Lieutenant MNab, of the g8th Regi- |

ment, with about Twenty of his mounted Men,
performed the Service allotted to him of watching .
the Enemy, and preventing any Communication with
them, from the firft Moment of their commg into the
Bay, till our Atrival. :

this Colony, bat which were compelled to furrender
by Capitulation, on the 17th Inftant, to the Detach-
ment of His Majefty’s Ships under my Command,
ndmed in the Margin *, on the Terms alfo inclofed.
For further Particulars I beg Leave to refer you to
the accompanying Detail of the Proceedings of the
Squadron from the 4th to the 18th Inflant, and I
hope the Lords Commiffioners of the Admiralty will
approve the Meafures I have taken, fo effential
to the Britith Commercial Interefts in the Eaft,

The Ships are all coppered, and in good Con-
dition, excepting the Caftor, whofe Rudder is de-
feltive,

In Juftice to the Officers and Men I have the
Honor to command; it is my Duty to obferve, that,

* Itis, Sir, with very particular Satisfaion that I in confequence of the moft violent tempeftuous
have futther to report, that I have received, on this |’ | Weather I ever beheld, and the very unpleafanc
Occafion, every pofiible Afiftance from His Majetty’s Sxmatxons in which the Squadron was at Times

Subje&s of the Colony.
The Burgher Senate have difcharged the Duty

impofed upon them with the greateft Readinefs, Im-
_.partiality, and A&ivity, whilt their Requifitions !

placed, they chearfully, and much to their Credit,
underwent a Degree of Farigue hardly credible.

Captain Aylmer will have the Honor of prefent-

ing thefe Difpatches. I beg Leave to mention him

and Orders on the Inhabitants for their Waggons, l“’ their Lordthips, as a refpe&able Gentleman and

Cattle and Horfes, have been complied with with
a Chearfulnefs which could, I am fatisfied, 6nly
. proceed from a Conviftion of the Preference to be
. given to His Majefty’s mild and paternal Govern.
ment over -the wild Syltem of Anarchy and Confu-
. fion from which they were furmfhmg the Means of
~ being effeftually defended.

This will be delivered to you, Sir, by my Aide-

‘de-Camp, Captain Baynes, who has beert in this |

Country fince the firft Arrival of His Majefty’s
Troops under my Command, and to whofe intelli-
gent and a&tive Afliftance I have been, on every Oc-
cafion, highly indebted. I bég Leave, Sir, moft
humbly to recommend him to His Majefty’s Notice
I have the Honorto'be,
« With the greateft Refpe, Sir, &e.
J."H. CRAIG.

 Admiralty-Office, November 3, 1766.
ISPATCHES, of which the following are
Copies, (brought by Captain John Aylmer,
“of His Majefty’s Ship Tremendous) were this Day
received from the Honorable Vice-Admiral Sir
Geprge Keith Elphinftone, X. B. '

Monarch, Saldanba Bay,
SIR, Augyff 19, 1796,
I Have the Honor to inclofe a Lift of a Dutch
Squadron under the Command Rear-Admiral
Rggclbenus Lucas, fent hither for the Reduion of

an adtive Officer,
I have the Honor to be, w1th great E&eem,
SIR, ,
Your moft obedient humble {'ervant,( ,
| - G. K. ELPHINSTONE.
Efvan Nepean, Efg; '

Mmarc/;, Saldanka Bay, Auguff 19, 1796
SIR,

I Have the Honour to inform you, that Intélligence
was yeceived at Cape Town, on the 3d Inftant,
of a Number of Ships having been feen in the Offing
at Saldanha Bay, which was confirmed on the gth.
In confequence of this every Preparation was made
for putting to Sea immediately, with the Squadron
under my Command ; but from the Monarch’s Main-

lMaft being out, and the tempeftuous Weather, I

was not able to quisthe Anchorage in Simon’s Bay
until the 6th, when we pgpcecded to Sea.

On getting under Weigh an Officer fiom the
Shore came on Board to inform me that a Number of
Sails had been feen the ‘preceding Night in the Off-
ing, near Falfe Bay ; I then refolved to fleer to the
Southward and Wef, in Expe&ation of their having
taken that Courfe. . ,

The Squadron continued cruizing in the moft tem-
peftuous Weather I have ever experienced, which

* Monarch, Tremendous, America, Stately, Ruby, Sceptre,

Trident, Jupiter, Crefcent, Sphynx, Mofellc, Ramefnake,
Echo, Hope.



