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damaged many of the Ships, and [at one.Time the 
Ruby had Five Feet Water in; her Hold: We were 
joined at Sea by His Majesty's Ship Stately, Rat­
tlesnake and Echo Sloops. On the r i th I returned, 
with a frem Bree2e blowing from the South East, 
and, upon anchoring in Simon's Bay, the Master 
Attendant came off with Information that the Ships 
seen, consisting of Nine Sail, had put into Saldanha 
Bay on the 6th, the same Day on which I had pro­
ceeded to Sea j that they remained there by the last 
Advice, and that Four Ships had been dispatched 
in Quest of me to, communicate this welcome Intelli­
gence. 

I immediately, made the Signal to fail, but the 
Crescent had got ashore;,; the Wind blew strong and 
increased on the following Day to a perfect; Tem­
pest, in vvhich the, Tremendous parted Two Cables, 
drove, and was in great Danger of being lost, so 
that, notwithstanding every Exertion, and the most 
anxious Moments of my Life, we could not get out 
until the 15th. , '. -

: On the a6ththe Squadron arrived off Saldanha 
Bay* at Sun-Set, and the Crescent, which had been 
ordered a-head to discover Information and tore-
port, made the Signal, for the Enemy, consisting of 
Three Ships of the Line, Three Frigates, and other 
Ships, being moored in the Bay. 

The Squadron stood on into thc Bay in the Order 
of Sailing, but the Night coming on, and the Rear 
being too far extended for Action, I judged it ex­
pedient to come to an Anchor within Shot of the 
Enemy's Ships, and, perceiving their Numbers very 
inconsiderable in Comparison with the Force under 
my Command, I considered it my Duty, and an in­
cumbent Act of Humanity, to address the Dutch 
Officer in Command, and consequently forwarded 
the Letter to him, of which the Inclosure No. 3. is 
a Copy, by Lieutenant Coffin, of the Monarch, 
with a Flag of Truce; to this I received a verbal 
Return, that a positive Reply ihould be sent inthe 
Morning at Day-Break. I was fearful the Enemy 
might attempt to injure tile Ships, and therefore or­
dered Lieutenant Coffin to return immediately with 
my Letter No. 4, to which he brought back the 
Reply No. 5. 

On the 17th, at Nine in the Morning, a Dutch 
Officer came on Board with a Flag, and presented 
Proposals of Terms for Capitulation, which you 
will observe in the Correspondence, with my Re­
marks and definitive Letter; and at Five P. M. the 
Terms contained in the inclosed Copy were ulti­
mately agreed upon, but it was impossible to take I 

Possession of the Ships until the 1 Sth, oa Account of 
the stormy Weather. 

It affords me the highest Satisfaction, therefore, 
to communicate to my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty, that a Squadron of Ships belonging to, 
the United States, uhder the Command of his Ex­
cellency Rear-Admiral Engelbertus Lucas, has sur-« 
rendered to the Britifli Force under my. Command, 
consisting of Three _ Ships of the Line, Two fine 
Frigates, Two of 28 Guns, and a Sloop of 18 
Guns, all completely coppered, stored and victualled, 
together with a large ladened Store-Ship, the Name* 
of vvhich are described in the Inclosure No. 6, and 
the British Ships, to whom they are Prizes, on the I: „ 
closure No. 7. : 

The consequent Joy of this fortunate Event is 
much augmented from the consolatory Reflection on 
it's Accomplishment without Effusion of human 
Blood, or Injury to either of the Enemy's or British 
Ships, not a single Shot having been sired. 

1 must, however, beg Leave to observe, that any 
Resistance on the Part of the Enemy could only have 
occasioned the wanton Sacrifice of a few Lives; and 
I doubt nor, that had their Numbers been adequate 
to Contention, their Conduct would have confirmed 
the acknowledged Merit at all Times recorded to 
the Martial Spirit of Subjects of the United States; 
and I can with similar Confidence assure you, that 
the Officers and Men under my Command would 
have exhibited a Conduct equally creditable to them- ' 
selves. 

The repeated Advices communicated in your Let­
ters, respecting the Enemy's Forces destined to this 
Quarter, agreed so correctly with the Intelligence I 
obtained by other Means, that I have long been 
expecting this Arrival, and was thereby enabled to^ 
be perfectly prepared to receive them, and constantly 
to keep a vigilant look out. 

I have the Honor to be, with great esteem, 
Sir, your most obedient, 

Humble Servant, 
G. K. ELPHINSTONE. 

Evan Nepean, Esq; 

( No. 3. ) 

To his Excellency the Admiral or the Officer com­

manding the Ships of tbe United States now lying 

in Saldanha Bay. 

S I R , 
TT is unnecessary for me to detail the Force I have 

the Honor to command, because it is in your 
View and speaks for itself; but it is for you to con­

sider 


