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April, at Twelve 0’Clock, they attempted to ftorm
the Fort, in which was only at the Time Five and
Twenty of the 17th Infantry, with their Oflicers,
commanded by Lieutenant Talbot of the 82d Re-!
giment, and about 20 Colonial Artillery-Men, com.
manded by Captain Brueil. .The Attack was one !
of the moit formidable and determined I ever heard ©°
of, they returning to the Charge Three feveral
Times with fuch increafed Vigour, that many of
them were killed in the Fort; but, to the immor-
tal Honor of its brave Defenders, they were repulfed
with equal Courage and Intrepidity, which gave
Time to Colonel Dagrefs, with 350 Men of Prince
Edward’s Black Chaffeurs, to gain the Fort from
the Bourg below, from whence, indéed, they were
obliged to cut their’ Way., This—Reinforcement
faved the Place, for it would have been imipoffible
for the Englifh and Cannoneers to have withftood,
much longer the perfevering dnd-reiterated Artacks
of the moft daring and defperate Enemy, which
never ceafed until Morning, when they retired (leav-
ing the Fort furrounded with their Dead) to a higher
Ground, where they made a Stand, in Spite of a

~Sortie that was immédiately made with-fome Advan-
tage, Here they continued till the 22d Inft. when
they made an Incurfion into thé Interior of our
Cordon, took and burnt the Bourg Dance Marie,
and made an Attack upon the Fort of L’Iflet, from

" whence. they were driven with -great Lofs. In the
mean Time they were making every Difpofition for
a regular Siege of Irois, when, fortunately, the Ma-
gicienne Frigate’ ittacked their fimdll Fleet in the
Bay des Carcaffes, funk Three of their Barges, and
took Two Schooners, all loaded with’ Cannon and
Military Stores for the Siege. The Lofs in their va-
rious Attacks is generally eftimated at 1000 Men,
it cannot be lefs ‘than 800 ;. before Irois alone were
found upwards of zoo Bodies, ainong which were
many Whites and Mulatioes. Our Lols was trifling
indeed, confifting only of Three Privates killed ;
but I have to Jamenc Lieutenant Talbor of ‘the 82d
Regiment, an Officer of the moft extraordinary Bra-
very and good'Condutt,” and Licutehant Colville of
the Blick Chafféurs, the only Perfons wounded, and
fince dead.. My ‘moft pleafing Tafk, Sir, is to bear
Teftimony of 'the Courage, Alicrity and Spirit with
which all the Troops diftinguifhed themfelves in the
various Cofmbats, particularly Monf. de Brueil, com-
manding the Artillery; whom I beg Leave to recom-
mend to your Favor and Prote&tion.

o I have the Honor t6 be, &c.

(Signea)  GEO.CHURCHILL, Brig. Gen.

Lieut. Gen: Semide..

"SIR,: Port au Prince, Fune 20, 1797.
I- DO myfelf, the Honor of infq}xﬁing you, that, on |
1 various Confiderations of great Military Import. |,
ance, I determined to re-poflefs myfelf of the Polt
of Mirebalais : In confequence, . I colleted the
Forces, and calling Brigadier-General Churchill
from the Grand Anfe, gave him the Command, with
Direftions to execute 2 Plan that Colonel La Pointe,
from whom I have cxperienced the moft friendly and
aftive Affiftanice, had ably digefted.

‘The Brigadier-General’s Letter, which I beg Per.
miflion to inclofe, .will inform you of the Succefs of
this Expedition ;;bu't I have to regret, that, from
fome Delay of the Columns, they did not move with
that Exa&itude and Coucert I had hoped, by which
Circumftance a confiderable Objet of the Expedi- I

T

tion, failed of Succefs ; for it was my Intention to
accord the Proteétion of His Majelty’s Arms, in the
beft Manner poflible, to the Inhabitants of thefe Dif~
tri¢ts, by dire&ting the Troops, in their different
Routes, to march with a Secrecy and Rapidity that
might enfure on all Sides the Surprizal of the Enemy,
compel them to a haity Retreat, and, driving them
before them, might prevent their having an Oppor-
tunity of burning the Plantations,” as had recently
happened at Jeremie, or from carrying-off the Ne-
groes,-and Property beyond the Artibonite, at this
Time fo fivollen' by the rainy Seafon, as to render
any Paffage over it difficalt and precarious, But L
have Reafon to-believe, from the Report of Colonel
Depeitre, who commands‘in that Quarter, that many
of the Negroes will efcape and resurn to their Plan-
tations ; many were left upon them; and [ learn -
with Pleafure that the Enemy had not the Time or

“Means to remove the Coffee from the Plantations in

the Grand Bois, which is daily coming into Port au
Prince. )

As the Troops were on their March to their
deftined Cantonments in the Arcahaye Mountains to
protet St. Marc’s from an Attack preparing againt
it at Gonaives, I received Information of that
Town’s being befieged. .The greater Part of the
Army affembled under -the Command of General
Churchill, by forced' Marches, proceeded to it’s
Afiiftance; and as the retaking the Mirebalais was
uncxpefted by the Enemy, it had not only a Ten-
dency to difconcert their Meafures, bur, as I had
forefeen, gave me an Opportunity of {énding a con-
fiderable Detachment by Sea from the Plain .of the
Cul de Sac to the immediate Affiftance of St. Marc’s,
without Hazard. o

At the fame Time - Colonel the Count de Rou-

| vray, with a Detachment of 300 Men, was detached

to flrike at a Camp of the Brigands in the Moun-
tains on the Side of Leogane. The Energy and
Ativity of this Officer overcame the Difficulties of
the Situation; he effeCtually burned the Camp and
beat the Enemy from their feveral Pofts, killing
between 40 and §0; and he returned to Grenier

. with the Lofs of Two Men killed and Seven
. wounded.

The Enemy, having attacked and carried {ome of
the Out-Pofts of St. Marc, began the Siege of that
impartant Place, but were fortunately driven from
before it with very confiderable Lofs. In the fuc-

_cefsful Defence of St. Marc, the undaunted and ac-
‘tve Courage, and the military Condu@t of the
: Marquis de Cocherell, have merited m
probation.

y fulleft Ap-'

I have the Honor to be,
With the utmoft Refpe&t, &c.'
J. G. SIMCOE,

SIR, Mirebalais, June 2, 1797.
Have the Honor to inform you, that, after giving
-previons Orders-to Colonel Deffources to proceed
with his Column, in the Morning of the 3oth Ult.

‘to his deftined Poft of La Selle, where, according to
-your Excellency’s Inftru&ion, he was enabled to

take Poft, I moved forward with the Centre Co-
lumn, under Cclonel.Depeftre. We arrived, after
Two very hot Days March, at Port Mitchell, not
quite completed, and occupied by about o of the
Enemy, who retired on our Approach. In the
Evening we difcovered a Column of Troops defcend-
ing the Hills on our Left, where they encamped.

. A Detachment.
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