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' Admiralty-Office, O&ober 16, 1797.
APTAIN Fairfax, of the Venerable, arrived
early this Morning with Difpatches from

Adam Duncan, Efq; Admiral of the Blug, Com-
mander in Chief of His Majefty’s Ships, &c. em-
ployed in the North Sea, to Evan Nepean, Efq;
Secretary of the Admiralty, of which the follow-
ing are Copies,

Venerable, at Sea, 13th Ostober, 1797,

off the Coaft of Holland.
SIR, '

BE pleafed to acquaint the Lords Commiffioners of
the Admiralty, that, judging it of Confequence
their Lordfhips fhould have as early Information as
poffible of the Defeat of the Dutch Fleet under the
Command of Admiral De Winter, I difpatched the
Rofe Cutter at Three P. M. on the 12th (t1th} In-
ftant, with a fhort Letter to you immediately after
the A&tion was ended. I have now farther to ac-
amaint you, for their Lordthips Information, that in |
the Night'of the 10th Inftant, after I had fent away
my Letter to.you, of that Date, I placed my
Squadron in fuch Situation as to prevent the Enemy
from returning to the Texel without my falling
“in with them. At Nine o’Clock in the Morning
of the 11th I got Sight of Captain Trollope’s
Squadron, with Signals flying for an Enemy to
Leeward ; 1 immediately bore up, and made the
Signal for a general Chace, and foon got Sight of
them, forming in a Line en the Larhoard Tack to
receive us, the Wind at N. W.  As we approached
near I'made the Signal for the Squadron to fhorten
Sail, in order to conne& them ; foon after I faw
the Land between Camperdown and Egmont, about
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Nine Miles to Leeward of the Enemy, and finding
there was no Time to be loft in making the At~
tack, I made the Signal to bear up, break the
Enemy’s Line, and engage them to Leeward, each
Ship her Opponent, by which I got between them
and the Land, whither they were falt approaching.
My Signals were obeyed with great Promptitude,
and Vice-Admiral Onflow, in the Monarch, bore
down on the Enemy’s Rear in the moft gallant
Manner, his Divifion following his Example, and
the Action commenced about Forty Minutes paf
Twelve 0’Clock. The Venerable foon got through
the Enemy’s Line, and I began a clofe Aétion, with
my Divifion on their Van, which lafted near Two
Hours and a Half, when I obferved all the Mafts

~of the Dutch Admiral’s Ship to go by the Board ;
' fhe was, however, defended for fome Time in a
'moft gallant Manner; but being overprefied by
' Numbers, her Colours were firuck, and Admiral

De Winter was foon brought on Board the Venerable,
On looking around me I obferved the Ship bearing
the Vice-Admiral’s Flag was alfo difmafted, and had
furrendered to Vice-Admiral Onflow] and that many
others” had likewife ftruck. Finding we were in
Nine Fathoms Water, and not farther than Five
Miles from the Land, my Attention was fo much
taken up in getting the Heads of the difabled Ships
off Shore, that I was mot able to diftinguith the
Number of Ships captured; and the Wind having
been conftantly on the Land fince, we have unavoid-
ably been much difperfed, fo that I have not been
able to gain an exa&t Account of them, but we have
taken Pofleffion of Eight or Nine; more of them
had firuck, but taking Advantage of the Night,
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and bemg fo near their own C’Oaﬁ. they fucceeded

in getting off, and fome of them were feen going »

into the Texel the next Morning. .

It is with the greateft Pleafure and Satisfaction I
make known: to their Lordfhips the very. gallant
Behaviour of Vice-Admiral Onflow, the Captains,
Officers, Seamen and Marines of the Squadron, who

all appeared a@uated with the truly Britifh Spirit, .

at leak thofe that I had an Opportusity of éeing.
One of the Enemy’s Ships caught Fire in the
Adion, and drove very near the Venerable; but I
have the Pleafure to fay it was extinguithed, and
fhe is one of the Ships in our Poflefion. The
Squadron has fuffered misch. in their Mafts, Yards,

and Rigging, and many of them have loft al

Number of Men ; however, in fio Proportion to
that of the Enemy. The Carnage on Board the
. 'Twd Ships that bore the Admirals Flags has been
beyond all Defcription ; they have had no lefs than
TPwo Hundred and Fifty Men killed and wounded
on Board of each Ship; and here I have to lament
the Lofs of Captain Burgefs, of His Majefty’s Ship
the Ardent, who brought that $hip inio Adtion in
the motft gallant and mafterly Manner, but was un-
fortunately killed foon afier. However, the Ship
continued the Ation clofe, until quite difabled. The
Public have loft 2 good aund gallane Officer in Cap-
tain Burgefs, and 1, with others, a finceré Friend.

Captain Trollope’s Exertions' and, affive good
Conduét in keeping Sight of the Enemy's Fleet un-
til I came up, have been truly meritorious, and, I
tiuft, will meet a juft Reward, '

I fend'this by Captain Fairfax, by whofe able Ad-
vice I profited much during the A&ion, and who
will give their Lordfhips any further Particulars
they may wifh to know.

As Tiiolt of the Ships of the Squadron are much
difabled, and feveral of the Prizes difmafted, I
fhail ‘make the beft of my Way with them to - the
Nore.

I herewith tranfmxt you a Lit of Killed and

Wounded on Board fuch of the Squadron as I have

been able to.collect; a Lift of the Enemy’s Fleet

oppofed to my Squadron, and my Line of Battle on |

the Day of Adion.
~ I am SIR,
Your moft obedient humble Servant,

ADAM DUNCAN.

A Lif of Killed and Woumfza’ on Board the Ships
of Admiral Duncan’s Squadron in an A&ion awith
the Dutch on the 111h of Oober, 1797.

Venérable.~~13 Seamen, 2 Marines, kitled;; 6 Of-
cers, 52 Seamcn, 4 Marines, wounded.—Total

Monarch —2 Officers, 34 Seamcn, killed 9 Ofi-

cers, 79 Seamen, 12 Marines, wounded.—Total |

136,

1_ Taken,
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Bedford.—z ‘Midthipimen, 26 Scamen, z Marines,
killed; 1 Licutenant, 37 Seamen, 3 Marmes,
wounded ~—Total 71.

Powerful.—8 Seamen, 2 Marines, killed; 4 Officers,
74 Seamen and Marines, wounded.—Total 88,

Ifis.=~1 Seaman, 1 Marine, killed; 3 Oﬂicers, 18
Seamen, wounded.—Total 23.

Ardent.—2 Officers, 33 Seamen, 6 Marines, killed ;

-8 thfers, 85 Seamen, 11 Marines, 3 Boys,
wounded.—Total 148. .

Agincourt.—None killed or wounded. .

Belhqueux —2 Officers, 20 Seamen, 3 Marmes,
killed ; 3 Officers, 63 Seamen, 12 Marines,
wouuded —Total 103.

Lancafter.—3 Seamen killed; 2 Ofﬁcers, 1 3 Sea.-
men, 3 Marines, wounded.—Total z1.

Triumph.—2§ Seamen, 3 Marines, 1 Boy, kﬂled
5 Officers, 50 Seamen and Marines, wounded.—
Total 84.

OFFICERS KILLED.

Monaréh.—Mt. J. P. Tindall and Mr. Moyle Fm-
lay, Midfhipmen. \

Ardent. — Captain Burgefs, Mr. Michzel- Dunn,
Matfter.

Belliqueux.—Lieutenant Robert Webfter, Mr. James
Milne, Mafter’s Mate.

OFFICERS WOUNDED.

Venerable..Lieutenants Clay and Douglas, .Lieu-

tenant Chambers of the Marines, Mr. Stewart,
Midthipman, Mr. Brown, Pilet. “

Monarch.—Lieutenant Retalick, Lieutenant Smith
of the Marines, Mr. George Maffie, Mr. Benja-
min Clement, Mr. Dapiel Sherwin, Mr. Charles
Slade, Midfhipmen, Mr. john Chlmley Mafter’s
Mate. ‘

Bedford.=-I.jeutenant Keenor.

Powerful.—Licutenant Jennings, Mr. Mel.' ]ones,
Boatfwain, Mr. Daniel Rogers, Mld{hxpman, ]
Lieutenant Walker of ‘the Marines.

Ifis.— Lieutenant Charles Rea of the Marines, Mr.
Simon Frafer and Mr. John Walker; Midfhipmes.

Ardent.—Lieutenant James Rofe, Lieutenant John
Sobiriel, Captain Cuthbert of Marines, Mr. John
Tracy, Maiter’s Mate, Mr. John Airey, Mafter’s
Mate, Mr. Thomas Leopard, Midfhipman, Mr.
John Taylor, Captain’s Clerk, {lightly, Mr
George Killar, Midfhipman, flightly.

Belliqueux.—Lieutenant Robert England ﬂlghtly,
Captain James Caflel of Marines, flightly, Mr.
James Scott, Midfhipman.

Lancafter.—Lieatenant Morgan, Lieutenant Sandys
of the Marines.

Ttiumph.—Captain Effington, flightly in the Arm;
Mr. Chapman, Firtt Lieutenant, flightly in the
’Head Mr. Trollope, Third Licutenant, flightly
in the Foot; Mr. Read, Mafter, flighty bruifeds
Mr. Jounes, Midfhipman, {lightly in thie Face.

'ADAM-DUNCAN.

Liff and Difpofition of the Dutch Fleet on t/:e lur’:
of OcZober, 1797- .

V AN. »
Vice- Admiral Reyntjes, Commander, '

Cerberus, Captain Jacobfon, 68 Guns,. 450. Men.

Delft, Captain Verdoorn, 56 Guns, 375 Men.=
Taken.

Fupiter, Vice-Admirdl Reyntjes and Rear-Admlral
-Meufes, 74 Guns, 550 Men~Taken: - * .

Albmaar, Captam Eraft, . 56 ‘Guns,. 3590 Megi,—

T .
hd
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Haerless, Captain. Wxgcrerts, 68 Guns, 450 Men -
Taken.

Munnikkendam, Captam Lancaﬂ:er, 44 Guns, 270
Men.—Taken.

Heldin, Captain Dumxfmlde L’Eeftrille, 32 Guns,
230 Men,

Daphne Brig, Lieutenant FredencLs, 18 Guns,
98 Men.

. CENT.E R

Admiral De Winter; Commander in C}uef

Waffenaer, Captain Holland, 64 Guns, 450 Men.—

Taken,

Batavier, Captain'Souters, 56 Guns, 3 50 Men.-

Frybeid, (the Liberty) Admiral De Wiater Van
Roffem, 74 Guns, 550 Men.—Taken.

States General, Rear-Admiral Story, 74 Guns, 550
Men.

Leyden, Captain Mufquetier, 68 Guns, 450 Men:

‘Mars, Captain Kolff, 44 Guns, 400 Mea,

Waakf{aamheid, Captamn-Lieutenant Nicrop;
Guns, 150 Men.

Minerva, Captain Eilbracht, 24 Guns, 150 Men.

24

Galatea Brig, Lieutenant Rivery, 18 Guns, 98
Men.
Atalanta Brig, Lieuterant Plets, 18 Guns, 98 Men;

REAR.
Rear-Admiral Bloys, Commander.

Admiral Devries, Captain Zegers, 68 Guns, 4.50
Men.—Taken.

Hercules, Captain Van Ryfoort, 64 Guns, 450
Men.—Taken. )

Brutus, Rear-Admiral Bloys, 74 Guns, 550 Men.

Befchermer, Captain Hinxtr, §6 Guns, 350 Men:

Gelytbeid, (the Equality) Captain Rdyfen, 68 Guns,
450 Men.—Taken.

Ambufeade, Captain-Lieutenant Huys, 352 Guns,
270 Men.—Taken.

Ajax Brig, Lieutenant Arkenbout, 18 Guns, g8
Men.

Haasje, (Avifo) Lieutenant Hartenfeld, 6 Guns, 35

Men.
ADAM DUNEAN.

N. B. Another Line of Batile Ship, reported te
be taken, Name unknown,

Dippofition of the Squadron, in  the Order of Batiles on
the 111h of Oftober, 1797.

LARBOARD, or LEE DIVISION.
Richard Onflow, Efq; Vice:Admiral of the Hed,

Commander.

1. Ruffel, Henry Trollope, Captam, 74 Gans, sgo
Men.
. Dire&tor, William Bligh, Capmm, 64 Guns,
491 Men.
. Montagu, John Knight, Captain, 74 Guns, 590
Men.
. Veteran, George Gregory, Captain, 64 Guns,
491 Men.
. Monarch, Vice- Admiral Onflow, EdwardO’Bryen,
Captain, 74 Guns, 599 Men.
. Powerful, William O’Bryen Drury, Captain,
74 Guns, 590 Men.
7. Meonmouth, James Walker, Captain, 64 Guns,
491 Men. -
8. .Agincourt, John Williamfon, Captain, 64 Guns,
491 Men,
: . - REPEATERS.
Beauheangate——Cutters Rofe,KingGeorge, Afhvc,
. © Diligent—Speculator Lugger. ’

o oW b
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111,

STARBOARD, or WEATHER DIVISION.

Adam Dunczm, Efq, ‘Admiral of the Blue, and
Commander in Chief, -&c. &c. &c.

9. Triumph, William Henry Effington, Captain,
74 Guns, 640 Men.

Venerable, Admiral Duncan, William George
Fairfax, Captain, 74 Guns, 593 Men.

Ardent, Richard R. Burgefs, Captain, 64 Guns,

491 Men,

Bedford, Sir Thomas Byard, Captain, 74 Guas;
590 Men.

Lancafter, John Wells, Captain, 64 Guns, 491
Men.

Belliqueux, John Inglis, €aptain, 64 Guns,
491 Men.

Adamant, William Hotham, Captain, 50 Guns,
43 Men:

His, William Mxtchell

543 Men.

10,

12.
13.
14
15,

16. Captain, 30 Guns,
REPEATERS,
Circe Frigate.~~Martin Slocp.

ADAM DUNCAN.

Venerable; off Orfordnefi;
S IR, Oétober 15, 1797.
N Addition to my Letter of the 13th Inftant, con-
taining the Particulars of the A&tion of the iith;
and which I have not been able to fend away until
this Day, I have to dcquaint you, for the Informa.
tion of -the Lords Commiffiosiers of the Admiralty,
that, from the Wind continuing to blow on the
Dutch Coaft, the Ships have had great Difficulty in
keeping off the Shore, and that we have unavoid-
ably been feparated; On Friday laft the Wind
blew ftrong from the W.S. W, to W. N. W. and
continued fo to do until Saturday Morning; it then
fhifted to the North, when I riade the Signal to
wear, flood to the Weftward, and fortunately an-
chored here lakt Evening, the Venerable being fo
leaky, that, with all her Pumps going, we could
but juit keep her free. This Morning I obferved
the Ships named in the Margin ® at Anchor near
us, Thiee near the Kentith Knock, and Three in
Hofley Bay. The Wind is at N. W, and much
againft the difabled Ships: I have therefore fent the
Lancafler and Beaulieu out to render them Afiifkance.
Sir Thomas Williams, in the Endymion, who
joined me the Day after the A&tion, I alfo fent in
Shore, to keep by and affift the 'difabled.Ships; and
I am informed that, in the Qourfe of the Night, he
fell in with a Dutch Ship of the Line off the Texel,
and had engaged her, but I have not heard the
Particulars. } L
: Iam; SIR,
Your moft obedient humble Servant,

ADAM. DUNCAN,
Evan Nepean, Efy; ’

¢ Monarch, Powerful, Lancaftzr, Beaulien,

Printed bx EpwARD JoHNSTON, in Warwick-Lane,






