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_ Whitehall, September 14, 1798.

"'A DISPATCH, of which the following is a
A Copy, has been received this Morning from
His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by
His Grace the Duke of Portland, One of His Ma-
jefty’s Principal Secretaries of State.

Camp near St. Fohnflown,

MY LORD, .. September 8, 1798.

XTHEN I wrote to yoir- Gracé.on the gth, I -

¥ had every Reafon. to believe; from the
Enemy’s Movement to Drumahain, that it was
their Intention to march té the Narth; and it was
natural to fuppofe that they might hope that a
French Force would get into-fome of the Bays in
that Part of the Country, without a Succour of
which Kind every Point:of Dire@ion for their
March feemed equally defperate: ;

I received, however, very early in the Morning of
the 7th, Accounts from Lieutenant-General Lake,
that they had turned to_their Right to Drumkeirn,
and that he had Reafon to believe that it was their
Intention to go to Bdyle, or Carrick, or Shannon;
in confequence of which I haftened the March of the
Troops under my immediate Command, in order to
arrive before the Enemy at Carrick, and diretted
Major.General Moore, who was at Tubercurry, to
be prepared, in the Event of the Enemy’s Movement
to Boyle. .

On my Arrival at Carrick, I found that the
Enemy had paffed the Shannon at Balintra, where
they attemptéd to deftroy the Bridge; but Lieu-
tenant-General Lake followed them fo clofely, that
they- were not able to effedt it.

Under thefe Circumitances I felt pretty confi-
dent, that one more March would bring this dif-
agreeable Warfare to a Corclufion ; and having ob-
tained fatisfatory Information* that the Enemy had
kalted for the Night-at Cloone, I'moved with the

Troops at Carrick, at Ten o’Clock on the Night of
the 7th, to Mohill, ‘and directed Lieutenant-General
Lake to proceed at the fame Time to Cloone,
which is about Three Miles from Mohill ; by which

‘Movement I thould be able either to join with’Lieu-

tenant.General Lake in the Attack of the Enemy,
if they thould remain at Cloone, or to intercept their
Retreat, if they fhould (as it was moft probable}
retire on the Approach of our Army.
On my Arrival at Mohill foon after Day-break,
I found that the Enemy had begun to move to-
wards Granard ; ‘I therefore proceeded with all pof-
fible Expedition to this Place, through which I was
affured, on account of a broken Bridge, that the
Eremymuft pafs in their Way to Grdnard, and di-
re&ted Lieutenant-General Lake to attack the Ene-
y’s Rear, and impede their March as much as
poffible, without bringing the Whole of his Cerps
mto A&ion. Lientenant-General Lake performed
this Service with his ufual Attention and Ability ;
and the inclofed Letter, which I have juft received
from him, will explain the Circumftances which pro-
duced the immediate Surrender of the Enemy’s
Army, C .
The Copy of my Orders, which I enclofe, will
fhew how much Reafon I have to be fatisfied with
the Exertions of the Troopss and I requeft that
your Grace will be pleafed to inform His Majefty,
that I have received the greateft Affiftance from the
General and Staff Officers who have ferved with the
Army.
I have the Honour to be, &c.
. CORNWALLIS.

P.S. I am {orty to find that the Wounds of
Lieutenant Stephens of the Carabineers are more
dangerous than they had been reported.

His Grace the Duke gﬁ Portland,
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