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Phacton, flating the Capture of the French " Fri-
zate La Flore, together with 2 Copy of One from
Ceptain Frazer, cf His Majefty’s Ship Nymphe,
ftating the Capture of the Spanith Ship L’Edad de
Gro, alid the Recapture of the Lnglith Sloop
Charlotte. 1 am; &c. BRIDPORT.

Copy of a Letter from the Honorable Copiain Stopford,
of His Majefly’s Ship Phacton, to Admiral Lord
Bridpart, dated at Sea, 8:h September, 1758,

My Lord,
- Have the Honor to inform your Lordfhip, that
having received Intelligence of a French Frigate
being about to fail from Bourdeaux, I flood to the

Southward, in Company with the Anfon, to try to

“intercept her, and after a Search of Seven Days,
«nd a Chace of Twenty Hours from Yeiterday
Noon, I have the Pleafure to inform your Lordthip,
that La Flore French Frigate, of Thirty-fix Guns
and Two Hundred and Fifty-five Men, was cap-
tured by the Anfon and Phaeton.
She has been Eight Days from Bourdeaux, bound
on a Cruife.
1 have the Honoer to be, &c. &c.
ROB. STOPFORD.

- La Nymphe, Czwfand Bay,
My Lord, ] Sepiember, 1798.
I Have- the Honor to acquaint your ﬁordfhip,
that on the 6th Inflant, aud about Six  Miles
diftant from Corunna Light-Houfe, I fell in with
and capturcd the Spanifh Ship L’Edad de Oro,
from the Havannah, and La Guaira bound to Co-
runna, laden with Cocoa; His Majefty’s Ship Au-
rora, and the Lord Hawke Privateer, now in
Company, and the latter, availing herfelf of her
Sweeps, came up firlt and brought her to.

I have alfo to acquaint your Lordthip, that on
the 7th Iaftant I recaptured the Charlotte Sloop
-from London, bound to Newfoundland. . I have
“-thought proper to fee the Spanifh Prize into Port.

. I am, &c. &c. &ec.
PERCY FRASER.
Right Hon. Lord Bridport, K. B.
. Ge. e

Admiralty-Office, September 18, 1798.

Copy of @ Letter from Admiral Earl St. Vincem,
Commander in Chief of His Majefly’s Ships and
Veflels in the Mediterranean, to Evan Nepean, Efg;
dated on board the Ville de Paris, off Cadiz, HAu-
guf? 20, 1798.

SIR,

T Enclofe a Letter from Captain Dixon of His

4 Majefty’s Ship the Lion, acquainting me with

his Succefs in capturing His Catholic Majefty’s

Frigate El Dorothea.

Captain Dixon feems to have difplayed great

Judgment and cool Courage on this Occafion.

I am, &c, &c. &ec.
ST. VINCENT.

Copy of a Letter from Captain Dixon, of His Majefly’s
Ship the Lion, to Admiral the Earl of St. Vincent,
dated at Sea, the 16th Fuly, 1798,

My Lord, .
T is with the greateft Pleafure I have the Honor
to inform your Lordthip, that Yefterday Morn-

ing at Nive o’Clock, Carthagena bearing N, 79 W.

20, 15001, B

diftant Tvrenty-nine Leagues, I had the good Fors
tuze to fall in with a Squadron of Spanifh Frigates,
as per Margin®, and that after having brought them
to clofe Adiion, about a Quarter paft Eleven

-0’Clock, which lafted with great Warmth, till Ten

Minutes paft Ore P. M. the Enemy was totally
defeated and put to Flight, leaving the Dorothea
to her Fate, having hoifted an Englith Enfign with
the Union downwards ; and as I confidered her in
the greateft Diftrels, I loft not a Moment in taking
Pofleffion, which was done in the Face of the Three
remaining Frigates, diftact-about Two Miles on my
Weather-Bow.

In detailing the Particulars of the above Affair,

- I have to inform your Lordfhip, that at the Hour

the Frigates were defcried in the S. E. Quarter,
the Lion was fleering Eaft with a Crowd of Sail,
the Wind moderate at W. S. W.; and as I foon
difcovered by their Signals and ether Manceuvrés
they were Enemies, I immediately cleared Ship for
Adétion, which being effefted in the (horteft Time
I ever recolleé to have feen, I acquainted the Offi-
cers and Ship’s Cempany with my Intention of
immediately bringing the Frigates to the clofeft
A&ion poflible; and obferving the Chearfulnefs
with which it was received, 1 determined not
to lofe a2 Moment to profit thereby, and ac-
cordingly took in Studding Sails and Firft Reefs
of the Topfails, in order to fecure the Fighting
of the Lower Battery, and hauled up towards the
Frigates which were fteering for the Lion. Having
fecured the Weather-Gage, I bore down on the
Enemy, who was forming m a clofe Order of Battle
on the Larboard Line of Bearing: The third Frigate
from the Van had loft her Fore-Top-Maft. It im-
mediately occurred to me that the crippled Ship
was my Obje&, in order to fecure a general Aflion;
fuppofing that a Spaniard (from the Noblenefs of
his Charater) would never with {o {uperior a Force
forfake a Friend in Diftrefs. In this I fortunately
fucceeded ; and fteering for and clofing with the
crippled Ship, which was now beceme the Sternmoft
in the Line of Battle, the other Three Frigates
tacked in Succeffion, and paffed the Lion very gal-
lantly within Mufquet Shot: But as their Line
after Tacking was by no Means a clofe one, they -
each received a well-dire€ted Broadfide from the
Licn; the good Effeét of which was very vifible by
their ftanding a confiderable Time on that Tack. I
ftill continued to fteer for the crippled Ship, who,
nearly failing as well as the Lion, galled her very

- confiderably in the Rigging by her Stern Chaces.

The Three Frigates made a Second' clofe At-
tempt, but not fo clofe as the former, to fupport
her, and were each fully repaid by an Exchange of
Broadfides, At length we clofed with the crippled
Ship, and poured in a deftruétive Fire, theYard-Arms
being jult clear of each other; he neverthelefs did
not ifrike for fome Time after. At this Period I
found the Lion totally ungovernable, having all her
Braces, Bowlings, Clue Garnets, &c. fhot away,

* Pomona, of 42 Guns and 350 Men, Felix O’Neil Commo-
dore, Don Francis Villamil Captain : .

Dorothea, of 42 CGuns and 370 Men, Don Manuel Gerraro
Captain. )

Cafilda, of 42 Guns aad 350 Men, Don Deam. Errara Capr
tain:

. Proferpine, of 42 Guns and 350 Men, Quaj. Bial Captain :

"They all failed from Carthagena the8th Inftant oa a Cruife.




