Commodoré Duckworth’s Zeal and Exertions to

* forward from Addaya and Fornelles fuch Supplies of
Provifions and Oidnance Stores- -as might favour
fubfequent Operations.

To effeft this Objedt, Colonel Graham was fent
with Six Hundred Men, and_by great Exertion
arrived at Mercadal a very few Hours after the
. Main Force of the TEnemy had marched towards
+ Cindadella, making feveral Officers and Soldiers

. Prifoners, feizing various fmall Magazines, and
" eftablithing Lis Corps in Front of the Village.
The perfevering Labour of Two Hundreéd and
. .Fifty Seamen, under the DireCtion of Lieutenant
.. Buchannan, during~the Night, having greatly al-
«; fifted the Artillery in forwarding the DBattalion
Guns, the Army arrived at Mercadal on the
‘gth, where, learning that Mahon was nearly
evacuated, a Difpofition was inftaitly made to ope-
- yate with the wholé Force in that Dire@ion, and
Colonel Paget detached under this Movement with
Three Hundred Men to take Pofleffion of the
Town : Upon his Arrival, he -fummoned Fort
. Charles to furrender, and made the Licutenant-Go-
vernor of the.Ifland, a Colonel of Artillery, and
“One Hundred and Sixty ‘Men, Prifoners of War,
‘removed the Boom cbitruéting the Entrance of the
-Harbour, and gave Free Paffage to the -Cormorant
and Aurora Frigates, which were previoufly fent
‘by Commodore Duckworth to make a Diverfion off
that Port. But thefe were not the only Advan-
-tages immediately refulting from this Movement ; it
favoured Defertion, intercepted all Stragglers, and
‘enabled the different Departments of the Army to
procure Beafts of Burthen for the further Progrefs
‘of His Majefty’s Arms.

Having afcertained that the Enemy’s Troops
were throwing up Works and entrenching them-
felves in Front of Ciudadella, it was refolved to
force their Pofition on the Night of the 13th
Inftant ; and, preparatory to this Attempt, Colonel
Paget with Two Hundred Men was withdrawn
from Mahon ; Colonel Moncrief fent forward with a
Detachment to Ferarias; Three Light T'welve Pound-
¢rs and Five and a Half Inch Howitzers, and Ninety
Marines landed from the Fleet; when,inConfequence
of its having been communicated to Commodore
Duckivorth, that Four Ships, fuppofed of the Line,
were f{cen between Majorca and Minorca ftecring
towards the laft-mentioned Tfland, he decided to
_purfue them, requefted that the Seamen.and Marines

gnight rcxmbank and ﬁgmﬁed his Determination of

proceeding with all the armed Tranfports to Sea:
Bt weighing the ferious"Confequences which would

'
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refult to the Army from the fmallet Delay on the

- one Hand, and the Advantages to be realonably ex-

pected from a fpirited Attack on the other, it'was
thought advileable to retain them with the Army;
and, on the 1zth Inflant; the whole Force marched
to Alpiuz,and from thence proceeded on the 13th
to Jupet, Colonel Moncrief’s Detachment moving
in a parallel Line on the Feratias Road to Mala
Garaba. Thefe Precautions, and the Appearance
of Two Columns approaching the Town, induced

| the Enemy to retire from their half-conftrufied

Defences within the Walls of Cludadella 5 and in,
the Evening of the fame Day, 2 fma]l Detachment,
under Captain Muter, was feat to take Poffeffion of
the Torré den Quart, whereby the Army was en-

abled to advance on the 14th, apparently in Three
Columns, upon Kane’s, the Terarias, and Fornelles
Roads, to the Inveftment of the Town at Day-break,
occupying Ground covered by the Pofition the Ene-
my had relinquithed : Thus ftationed; in Want of
heavy Artillery, and every Article neceffary for a
Siege, it was judged expedient to fummon the Go-
vernor of Minorca to furrender ; dnd the Preliminary
Articles were immediately confidered ;:but Doubts

‘arifing on the Part ‘of the Enemy, ‘whether the in.

vefting Force was fuperior in Nurhber to” the
Garrifon, Two Batteries of Three Twelve Pound-
ers, and Three Five and a Half -Inch” Howit.
zers were-erefted in the Courfe .of the follow-
ing Night within Eight Hundred Yards of the
Place, and, at Day-break, the Main Body of the
Troops formed in Order of Battle confiderably to
the Right of Kane’s Road, leaving the Picquets .to
communicate betseen them and Colonel Moncrief’s
Poft. Thls Line, partly real and partly imaginary,
extended Four Miles in Front of the Enemy’s Bat-
teries, from whence Two Eighteen Pound Shot
were 1mmedxately fired at the Troops; but a timely
Parley, and the diftant Appearance of the Squadron,
occafioned the Ceflation of Hoftilities, and renewed.
a Negociation, which, through the Addrefs of Major ’
General Sir James St. Clair Erfkine, termmated in
the annexed Capitulation, .
Four Weeks Salt Provifions for the Gamfou, be- .
fides the enclofed Lift of Ordnance Stores, were:
found in the Town of Cludadella. .
"The Affiftance received from Commodore Duck-
worth, in forwarding the Light Artillery and .Pro-
vifions, greatly facilitated the rapid Movements of.
the Army ; and I am happy in the Opportunity of,
declaring my Obligations to Lord Mark Kerr and -
Captain Caulfield, for the Supplies they fent from
Mahos, and their Exertions to land Two Mortars,



