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E X T O R D I N A R Y . 

W E D N E S D A Y , J U L Y io, 1799 

Downing-Street, July 10, 1799. 

DI S P A T C H E S , of which the following are 
Copies, have been this Day received from 

the Right Honorable Lord William Bentinck by 
the Riglit Honorable Lord Grenville, His Ma­
jesty's Secretary of State for the Foreign Depart­
ment. 

MY L O R D , Placenza, June zz, i'jgg. 

T> EFORE I begin to relate the different Actions 
~^ which have taken place, and which I am 
happy to fay have terminated in the most complete 
Success, it will be necessary previously to state 
to your Lordship the Situation of the Allied Army, 
by which you will be better able to understand the 
Views of the Enemy, and the Movements by which 
they have been defeated.- The great and extensive 
Plan of Operations undertaken by Field-Marlhal 
Suwarrow have necessarily very much divided his 
Force. Besides the Siege of Turin; Mautua, 
Alexandria, and Tortona, were blockaded. The 
Passes of Sufa, Pignerol, and the Col D'Assiette, have 
been occupied. Major-General Hohenzollern was 
posted at Modena with a considerable Corps: 
Lieutenant-General Ott with Ten Thousand Men, 
at Reggio, observed the Movements of the Ene­
my on that Side, while Field-Marshal Suwarrow 
remained at Turin with the Rest of the Army. This 
divided State of the Army appears to have pre­
sented to General Moseau the most favorable Op­

portunity of retrieving the French Affairs in Italy. 
He hoped, by strongly reinforcing the Army ot 
Naples, that General Macdonald would be able to 
defeat the separate Corps of Generals Ott and Ho­
henzollern, and afterwards to effect a Junction with. 
the Army under his own Command; and he 
probably conceived that the Field-Marlhal was 
too distant to afford Assistance. With this View 
the Army of Macdonald, which had advanced very 
far to the North of Italy, was joined by the Division 
of Victor, and, from the Report of the French 
Officers taken, must have amounted to near Thirty 
Thousand Men, composed entirely of French, with 
the Exception of One Polifli Legion. Field-Mar­
shal Suwarrow having received Information of tlie 
Intentions of the Enemy, Immediately collected all 
the Force at Alexandria, whence he marched on 
the 15th with Seventeen Battalions of Russians, 
Twelve Battalions of Austrian Dragoons, nnd Three 
Regiments of Cosacks. In the meantime General 
Macdonald had fallen upon Major-General Hohen­
zollern, and had obliged him to cross the Po with 
considerable Loss. Lieutenant-General Ott had also 
been obliged to retire from Reggio to Placenza. On 
the 17th, the French attacked General Ott, and com­
pelled him to fall back upon Castel S. Gioatini, wh -%xi the 
Arrival of the Army, under the Command of Field-
Marshal Suwarrow, enabled Lieutenant-General Ott 
to repulse the French behind the Iidone River witlv 
the Loss of One; Piece of Cannon and several Pri-


