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tirély in my Confidence, and is fully authorized to
treat and conclude with yea on the Subject refpedt-
fng which be has received my Iniliutions.

‘(ngncd) TREDERICK Buke of York,
Commander In Chicf of the
Cowbined Euglih and Ruffidn
Army.
Td Geneitzl Drone, Commander t

Chief, Se. Te. &

.

Head-Quarters, Schagen Brug,

. . Cétolir 15, 1799.
TDY virtue of the Authority, and In obedience
A3 to the Order of His Royal Highnefs the Duike
of York, Commander in Chief of the Combined

- Englifh and Ruffian Avmy, Major-General Kaox

will have the Honor of comminicating with Ge-
neral Brune, Commander in Chief of the French
and Batavian Army, and of {tating to him,

* That in confequence of the Difficulties arifing
fromi the very unfavourable and unufual State of the
Weather at this Seafon, we have judged it ex-

“pedient to ré-occupy the Polition of the Zuyp.

That in this Situation, with Cantonments amply
adequate to the Amount of our Forces, having an
uninterrupted and certain Means of keeping up our
Communication with England, and Malters as we
are of the Helder, the Texel, the Zuyder Zee, and
the Ocean, it depends upon us either to await the
Period when a favourable Change of Weather and
of Circumftances may enable us to renew offenfive
Operations, or to withdraw our Army by Degrees
and without Rifk from this Country, retaming Pof-
{effion of fuch detached Points as might be judged
moft favorable for annoying the Enemy; or for fe-
cuting real Advantages to ourfelves. .

Tn the Event of our recurring to this laft-men.
tioned Mafure, it will become our Duty to neglect
no Means which can contribute to the Prefervation
of the brave Troops entrufted to our Care, and for
this Purpofe (however diftrefing, howgver ruinous
to the Inhabitants, and to the County, the Alter-
native may be) we fhall be compelled to avail our-
{elves of thole dreadful Expedients which it 13 1n
our Power to adopt. Having perfely at our Dif-

pofal the Sca Dykes, both towards the Ocean and -

the Zuyder Zee, as well as the Interior Dykes, we
fMould in that cale be reduced to the terrible Ne.
ceffity of inuudating the whole Country of North
Holland, and of adding to this Calamity every de-
frru&tive Evil which- muft necelfarily refult from an
Attempt to force or interrupt our Retreat. We
thould, under fuch Circuinftances, alfo be con-
ftrained to make ufe of the ample Means we poffefs,
of rendering the Navigation of the Zuyder Zee
henceforth 1mpralicable, by obitrudting the Mars
Diep, and deftroying the Nieuve Diep 3 Works upon

which fo many Years Labour, and fuch immenfe

Sums have been expended,

Our Syftem of carrying on War having on all
Occafions been governed by the moft Tiberal Prin-
eiples, Necefiity and the ftrongeft Scnfe of Duty
cenld alone induce us to adopt a Syftem repugnant
to the Sentiments which havé ever direéted the Con-
duct of the Euglith Nation. :

From thefe Confiderations, and from our Per-
fuafion that General Brune and the Dutch People

muft be actuated by fimilar Motives, and equally de-
firous to prevent an ufelels Effuficn of Blood by the
amitable Arrangeasent of a Point which is perhaps
the Objeck of both Partics, and from our Auxisty;
in cafe of a different Rujult, to ftand juttified to the
whole Univerfe, from whatever Dellru@ion may in
confequence devolve upon this Country; we pro-
pofe and offer to General Brune, and to the Batavian
Republic, that the Englifa and Ruflian Troops fhell
evacucte, before the End of the Mouth of Nevem-
ber next, all the Coalts, the Iffands, and the In-
terior Navigation of Holland, without committing
any A& detriméntal to the great Sources of its Na-
vigation, or laying the Country under any Inun-
dations: .

¥or this Purpofe, we propofe that a Sufpenfion of
Hoflilities fhall take place uatil the Peried above
{pécified.

That during this Interval we fhall remain in full
Pofleflion ef all the Points, and of the whole Extent
of Country we oceupy at this Moment; and that the
Line of the refpeétive Advanced Polts fhall alfo be
that of Separation between the T'wo Armies, and
that this Line thall not, uader any Pretence, be
palfed by the Troops of either, evenin the Event of
our choofing to retire from any Part of vur prefent
Pofition, or of our quitting it altogether.

That during the above-mentioned Interval no
Interference thall be allowed, nor any Objeétions be
ftarted, with refpeét to the Condult of either of the
Parties within the Limits of their refpeftive Poffel-
fions ; and that all the Rights of War (every A&
of Hotility excepted) fhall continue mutually in
Force.

Tidt we will grant to the Perfons and Property
of the Inhabitants of the Conntry occupied by us,
every Protetion confifient with Difcipline, in the
Civcumftances under which we ave placed, and all
the Advantages which the Conduét generally ob-
ferved by Britifh Troops entitles them to expect
on fuch an Cccafion. .

If thefe Propofals accoid with the Wifhes and
are conformable to the Intentions of General Brune,
therc can be no Difficulty whatever in carrying them
o Execution in Three Days from the Date hercof.

By Order of His Royal Highnefs the Commander
in Chief,

{Signed) H. TAYLOR, Secretary.

THE FRENCH AND BATAVIAN
ARMIES.

EquariTy. Liperry.

Head Quariers at Alkmacr, 1he 15th of Odlober
17995 the 8th Year of the French Republic,

Brune General in Chief to the Duke of Tork; Com.
snander in Chief of the Combined Englift and Rufidn
Arms.

" GENERAL,

I\/TAJ‘OR-G&NEML Knox, who was inflru€ed té
*A confer with me on your Part, upon the Sub-

ject of a Note which he has delivered; figned by

your Seeretary, will communicatc my Anfwer cons
tained in an LEgplanatory Note.
(Signed) Citizen BRUNE,

General in Thief of the Coms

bined French and DBataviag

Army..



