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T U E S D A Y , J U L Y 21, 1801. 

Downing- Street, July 2 1 , 1801; 

DI S P A T C H E S , of which the following are 
Copies/ have been this D a y received at the 

Office of the Righ t Honorable L o r d Hawkesbury, 
H i s Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Fo
reign Affairs, from the Earl of Elgin and Major 
Ho l loway ; 

Imperial Ottoman Camp of the 
Grand Vizier, Benalbaffer, 

M Y L O R D j May zo, 180s . .* 

I H A D the H o n o r bf addressing your Lordship 
on the zd May from Salahich; which Place H i s 

Highness the Grand Vizier ' left the 7th, and tbe 
following D a y arrived at Belbeis, where the A d 
vanced Corps cf his A r m y had been encamped for 
some Time besore. 

Os\ the 15th Instant, H i s Highness received In
telligence that the Enemy had early that Morning 
marched a considerable Force from Cairo on the 
Road towards Belbeis, where H i s Highness was 
then encamped. In the Evening, a further Con
firmation of this Intelligence was brought, when the 
Enemy was in full March. T h e Vizier after D a r k 
ordered Tah i r Pacha with Three .Thousand" Ca
valry, and Three light F i d d Pieces, to advance 
to meet them, and ifti favourable Opportunity offer
ed during the Obscurity of the Night to at tack, if 
slot, to impede their Progress as much as possible. 
A b o u t Ten o'Clock at Night they met, Three 
Leagues from Camp, when each halted and lay on 
their Arms during the Night , and until E igh t 
o 'Clock in the Morning, at which T ime Tahi r Pacha 
commenced an At t ack . H e was soon after rein
forced by Fifteen Hundred Cavalry. I t was now 
found the Enemy had come forward with about 
Fourteen Pieces of Artil lery, Six Hundred Cavalry 
and Four Thousand Infantry. His 'Highness there
fore ordered Mehemmed Pacha to move forward 
with Five Thousand Men, Cavalry and Albanian 
Infantry, and Nine light Field Pieces ;. the Enemy 

had Eight-Pounders in the Field. His Highness 
afterwards advanced himstlf, and took the Com-
mand, which was attended with the happiest Effect. 

T h e Enemy moved into a W o o d of Da te Trees 
where they were attacked by the Cavalry and In 
fantry with great Spirit for Three Hoursi when the 
Enemy retired from the Wood , taking Position on 
the Plain, their Left to the Wood, and forming a 
Hollow Square on the Right . T h e Albanian In 
fantry advanced tb the Edge of the Wood, and in 
this Situation galled them considerably; and upon 
the Turkish Cavalry threatening their Right , they 
changed Position, and attempted to gain the Heigh ts , 
in which they were prevented by a rapid Movement 
of Cavalry, who gained the Summit. In this Man
œuvre they were annoyed by T w o Guns , which 
were advanced by His Highness on the Occafion. 
A t this Time the French commenced a decided Re 
treat, and were driven beyond E l Kanka , a Distance 
not less than Seven Miles from the Place of the First 
Operations. T h e Grand Vizier, who had com
manded his Troops with great Gallantry and p rom- t 
Decision, then gave Orders for them not to "nursu*.* 
any further. T h c Loss on either Side for t l u Tirs-.e 
they were engaged was small. T h e T u r k s had abc, ut 
Th i r ty killed and Eighty, wounded, t h e French I 
think had about Fifty killed and One Pr isoner ; 
the Number of their wounded could not be ascer
tained, as they took them off the Field. 

T h e Turkish Force engaged on thh Occasion did 
not at any Time exceed Nine Thousand. 

Whilst I was congratulating his HiVhnefs in ths 
Field of Battle on the Success of the D a v , we re
ceived additional Satisfaction by thc Arrival of the 
Intelligence of the Capture of Fort Lefbie at Da -
mietta, and two smaller Forts depending on it, by a 
Detachment from the Vizier's Ar tny . I had tlie 
Honor of acquainting your Lordsnip, in ir.y L e t 
ter of the zd May, that His Highness intended 
sending *a Force against Damietta. This Intention 
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