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diftant about Seven Leagues, we dilcovered Five
.Sail to Leeward of us nearly Hull-down.

As Lieutenant Skeppard, of the Pigmy Chutter,
had informed me on the 1gth that an Enemy’s
‘Squadron had quitted Duraffo on the 7th, where
they had attemnpted to laud their Troops, 1 con-
cluded the Ships in Sight were thofe of which he
had given me Intelligence, and made all the Sail
poffible to get from them: At Sunrife my Sufpt-
cions were realized : we clearly diftinguithed Toar of
‘them to be of the Line, the other a large Frigate,
and their Signal Flags foon pointed them out to be
Enemies. At Half paft Five T'wo of the Line of
Battle Ships tacked, by Signal, and ftood on sl
they fetched into our. Wake, while the other Two
. and the Frigate {tood upon the fame Tack with us.
At Eight o*Clock the Two Ships and Frigate hav-
ing fore-reached cenfiderably on us, tacked and
ftood towards us until they got on our Lee Quarter,
-when they tacked again. From their great Supe-
-riority of Sailing they clofed with us fo faft as to be
nearly within Gun-Shot by Two P. M., and as the
Ships Aftern were coming up vary faft, I determined
on’'bearing down and engaging the T'wo Ships and
Frigate to Leeward, hoping to difable one of them
‘before the whole Squadron could be brought into
Agdion, and thereby effeét our Efcape by .getting
to-Leeward of them: Three 0’Clock I bore up and
fteered to pafs Aftern of the fterumotft Ship, all our
fteering Sails fet on the Starboard Side, when the
Enemy tacked and ftood toward us :-—At Half paft
Three the Indivifible, of Eighty Guns, bearing
Rear-Admical Gantheaume’s Flag, and the Dix
Adut, of Seventy-four Guns, being in clofe Order,
and within Half Gun-Shot of us, opened their Fire,
which was inftantly anfwered, and a warm A&ion

enfued. Their great Superiority in point of Sail.’

ing gave them every Advantage of Polition, and

bafled all our Attempts to get 1o Leeward of them.

At Thirty-feven Minates paft Four the Jean Bart
and Conftitution, of Seventy-four Guns, being
awithin Gun-Shot, -and clofing upon our Starboard

«Quarter very faft, the Indivifible almoft on board:

.of us on our Larboard Bow, and the Dix Adut on
our Larboard Quarter, our Fore-Yard and Fore
Topfail-Yard fhot away, all our Running and Part
-of our ftanding Rigging cut to Picces, the Fore.

“Maft, Mizen-Maft, and Main-Yard badly wounded, .
our Deck lumbered with the Wreck and Sails, ali |

- Hopes of making our Efcape.or falling in with any
Succour being cut off, and only one of the Enemy’s

‘Ships apparently much damaged, X thought farther .

Refiflance, in our crippled State, wonld be expoting
the Lives of valuable Men without any Advantage
to their Country refulting from it, with ‘Pain, there-
fore, ‘I ardered His Majelty’s Colours to be ftruck,
after an A&ion of One Hour and Seven Minutes.

 Mott fincerely, my Lerd, do I lament our having’
been oppofed to fo very. fuperior a Force, as -from

the fieady and gallant . Coadudt of the Officers and-
Men I had the Honor: to command ou this Occafion,

and with whom I had been a&ting .nearly Four Years
an varions Scrvices, .J have not.a Doubt of what-

would have been the Iffue of a .Contelt on more :

equal Terms. Qur Lofs has heen principally ia

Mafts, Yards, Sails, and Rigging, having only Two .

Men killed, Lieutenant Davis, and Seven Men’
.wounded, {T'wo of whom are.fince_dead .of .their

t5ch ]

Wountls,) the Enemy’s Intention being to difable
us in our Rigging, in which they fucceeded too well;
at the Commencement of this unequal Conteft, we
were Eighty-fix Men fhort of Complement, and had
Tiftyenine Sick, thofe who returned from the Army
before Alexandvia, having introduced a bad Fever
into the Ship.

Four Hundred Men were put on board ‘the Swift-
fure on the Evening of her Capture, many of the
Prifoners vemoved, and the Ship in fo crippled a
State as to render it neceffary to take her in Tow;
the next Day Carpenters and Seamen from all the
Ships were fent on board to vepair her Damages,
and Soldiers to complete her Number to Seven Hun-
dred; and with all their Exertions, and the Ad-
vantage -6f {mootl Water, it was Six Days before
they were able to make ‘fail.

On the gth of hily, between Lampidofa and Pan-
talaria, they fell in with and captured -the Mchawk
Letter of Marque, from Briltol to Malta, laden with
various Articles of Merchandife; on the 22d.they
anchored in this Road, in general,-very fickly, with
out having landed any Part of théir T'roopa on the
Coaft of Egypt or Barbary, although they attempted
a Debarkation at Derne, on the 23d Ultimo, ‘but
from the hoftile Appearance and Reception of the.
Natives, they did not perfevere, .and returned to
their Bhips without landing a fingle Perfon.

I feel it a Duty I owe to Admiral Gantheaume
to mention to your Lordfhip the handfome Manner
in which we have:all been treated by the Officers of
his Squadron, and by him in particular, the ftricteft
Orders have been iflued to preferve the Property of
every Individual, and he hLas done every Thing in
his Power to render the Situation of the Officers
and Men as comfortable as poffible.

I have the Honor to be, My ‘Lord, &c.
(Signed) BEN. HALLOWELL.
Right Honorable Lord Keith, K. B. - )
&e. e Te.

‘Whitehall, December 22, 1801.
Hereas it has been humbly veprefented to the King,

7 that an anonymous threatening Letter was put un-
der the Door of .the Counting Houfe of Meflrs. Re
Bulmer and Co. in South Shiclds, wwhere the jame was
Sound on the Morning of the 14th Inflant, of which the
Jolloaving is » Cof_y, ViZ.

Jof. Bulmer '

You Bulmer if you do not give the Carpenters a
Gunea a Week as {ureas Hell is hot O before Win-
ter is .done you muft be fhot O and worfe than that
a bleafe abont your Ears for that O you-have been
the worft Friend to us that ever cam here -and we
will take care of fome more you may.depend. _

His Majefly, forthe better apprebending and bringing
to Fuffice the Parfons concerned in awriting and fending
the faid Letter, is hereby pleafed to promife His Moft
gracious Pardon .to any ene of them, (except the Perfon
wwho adually wrate the fame,) whe fhall difeover, bis or
their decomplice or Aecomplices theremn, fo that he, fbe, ar
they may ‘be apprebended andconvided thereof.
PELHAM.

And,as a further Encouragement, @ Reaward of ONE
HAUNDRED GUINEAS is hereby offered, by the
| faid Moffre. Biilmery to any Perfon making fuch Difeo-
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