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When His Majefty had, firlk Reafon to believe
that fuch a Convention was concluded, He dir e€led
“His Minifter at Madrid to declare that His forbear-
ing to confider Spain as an Ep¢my muft depend in
fome Degree vpon the Amount of the Sugcours,
and upon her maintaining a perfe& Neutrality in
all other Refpe@s; but that it would be impofiible

for him to_confider a permanent Payment, to the;

Amount of that whlch was-ftated to have been in
Agitation, fa any other Light than as a dire& Sub-
fidy of War. His Majelty’s Envoy was direfted,

therefore, firlt to proteft Agamﬂ: the Convenuon, as
a Violation of Neutrahty, and a ju[’uﬁable Caufe of
War; fecondly, to declare, that our -abltaining
from Hoftilities muft depend upon its being only a
temporary Meafure, and that we muft be at liherty
to confider a Perfeverance in it as a Caufe of War;
xhlrdly, that, the Entrance of any French ']‘tuops
into bpam mult be. vefufed; fourthly, that any
Naval Preparation mult be a great Caufe of. Jealouly,
.and any Attempt to give Naval Affiltance to France
an immedidte Caufe of War; fifthly, that the Spa.

.. nith Ports muft remain open to our Commerce, and

that our Ships of War muft have equal Treatment
with thofe of France. His Majefty’s Minifter was
alfo inftradted, if any French Troops, .entered Spain,
orif he received authentic Information of- any Naval
Armaments preparing for the' Affitance of France,

" to leave Madrld, and to give immediate Notice to

.our Naval Commanders, that they might praceed to

_ Hoftilities without the Délay that. might be oc. |

cafioned by a Reference. Home.

-The Execution of thefe .Inftrutions pmdu_ced a
Variety of Difcuffions ; during which His Majefly’s
Minifter told Mr. Cevallos, in anfwer to his Quef-
tion, Whether' a Continuance of -fuch pecuniary,
Succouis to France would be confidered asa Ground
of War, and whether he was authorized to declare
it ? that he was fo authérized, and'that War \irould
be the infallible Confequence. -

It was, however, ftill thought defirable. by His
Majefty to protradt; if poffible, the Decifion of this

Qleihon _and it ‘was therefore itated in the Inftruc-

tions to His fomﬂ,er at Madrid; that as the Sub-
fidy was. reprefented "by. the’ Spanifh Government to
be merely 2 temporary Meafure, His' Majefty might
fLill continue to overlook it for a Time; but that
His Decifion in this Réfpe& muft depend upod
knowing the precifc Nature of all the Stipulations
‘between Spain“and France, and upon the Spanifh
Government being determined to caufetheir Neu-
trality to be refpetted in all other Particulars. That
uiitil thefe Queftions were anfwered in a fatisfadtory
Manner; and the Convention communicated to Himy
He could give rio pofitive Anfwer whether He
would make the’ pecumary Succours a Caufe of War

_or not.

Before-the Recelpt of thefe lnﬁru&xons, dated
Janvary®z1, 1804, the’ Report of forme Naval Ar—

‘maments in tite Ports of Sgiain had occaﬁoned a

frefh Correfpondence between ‘His Majelty’s Mi-

nifter and: the Spanith. Government, In one of the

"Nutes prelented by the former,  he declares, that if

the King was forced to begin a War, -he would
want no other Declaration than what he had already
made, The Anfwers of the Spanith Government
were -at firlt of 4n evafive Nature; His Majelty’s
Minifter ¢lofed.the Correfpondence on his: Part by -
a Note delivered on the Eighteenth of February,
in which he declares that all further Forbearance on

‘the Part of England muft depend upon the Ceffation

of ali Naval Armlan'ien_ts, and a Prohibition of the

Sale of Prizes in their Ports: and. unles thele

Poiats were agreed to without Modification, he had

Orders to leave Madrid. On the. Second-of thefe

Points a fatisfaGory Anfwer was given, and Orders -
iffued accordingly ; on the Firft, a Reference was

made "to former Declarations, To the Que{hon

about difclofing the Treaty with France no fatls-

faltory Anfwer was ever given. As however ne,
Naval P:epauatmm appeared to be proceeding at
that ‘Period in the Ports of Spain, the Matter was .
allowed to remain there for a Time,

" In the "‘Month of July One thoufand eight hun-'
dred’ and four, the Gpvemment of Spain gave Af-
furances of faithful and fettled Nentrality, and dif- '
avowed any Orders to arm in their Ports; yet, in
the fubfequent-Month, when thefe Affurances were
vecent, andl a confident Reliance repofed in them,
the Britith Chargé.d’ Affaires received Advices from
the Admiral commanding His ‘Majéfty’s Ships off
the Port of Ferrol, that Reinforcements of Soldiers
and Sailors had arrived through Spain for the French
Fleets at Toulon and Ferrol.
"Two Notes were préfented to the Spanith Minifters,
but no Anfwer was rcceived to either of them.
Towards the End of the Month of September, In-
formation was received in l.ondon from the Britith-
Admiral ftationed off Ferrol, that Orders had adtu-
ally been given, by the Court of Madrid, for’arming,
withioiit Lofs of Time, at that Part, Four Ships of
the Line, Two Frigates, and othér fmaller Veffels ; ~
that (accordmg to his Intelligence) fimilaé Orders '
had been glven at Carthagena and Cadiz, and par-
ticularly that Three Firft Rate Ships of the Line -
were dire&ed to fail from the laft mentioned Port ;.
and, as an additional Proof of hoftile Intentxons,
that Orders had been given to arm the Pacquets as ‘
in Time of War. .~ ‘

Here then appeared a dire& and unequwocal‘
Violation of the Terms on which the Continuance -
of Peace had been acquiefced in; previous Notice'
having been given to the Spanith Government, that
a State of War. would be thé immediate Confe-
quence of fuch a Melifure, His Majefty on this Event
ftood almoft pledged to an inftant Commencement .
of Ho{hlmea 3 the King, however, preferrcd a.per-

fevenng Adherence to the Syftem of Moderauon'

On this Intelligence - .



