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it is with the deepeft Concern I have the Honor to
inform your Lordfhip that we loft Thirty-five .Rank
and File of the g3d Regiment by the overfetting of
One of the Boats, notwithftanding every poffible
Effort to refcue thole unfortunate Men.

The Remainder of the Troops could only be
brought on Shore on the [ucceeding Day, wl"nen the
extraordinaty Obftacles to all Intercourfe with the
Fleet, whieh nothing but the Courage and Perfe-
verance of Britith Seamen could {urmount,” bavely
enabled us to obtain the indifpenfdble Supplies of
Water avd Provifions for immediate Subfiftence.

* On the Morning of the 8th the Army, confifting
of the 24th, sgth, 71ft, 72d, 834, and g3d Regi-
ments, about YFour Thouland ftrong, ‘was formed
into Two Brigades, with Two Howitzers and Six
light Field Pieces, and moved off towards the Road
“which leads to Cape-Town ; and, baving afcended
the Summit of the Blaw-Berg, or Blue Mountains,

and diflodged the Enemy’s Light Troops, 1 dif-,

covered their main Body, drawn up in Two Lines,
prepared to receive us, ahd even in Motion to an-
ticipate onv Approach, C
"I'he Enemy’s Force apparently confifted of about
Tive Thoufand Men, the greater Proportion of
which was Cavalry, and Twenty-three Picces of
Cannon, yoked to Horfes, the Difpofition of which,
and 'the Nature of the Ground occupied by the
“Enemy’s Troops, made it evident that they intended
to refufe their Right Wing, and with their Left
“attempt to-turn our Right Flank ; but, to frultrate
their Defign, 1 formed the Army into Two
Colamns, the Second Brigade under Brigadier-Ge-
neral Fergufon keeping the Road, whillt the Filt
ftrpck to the Right, and took the Defile of the
_Mountains. ~ Having accomplifhed my Purpofe,
our Line was formed with equal Celerity and Or-
der; and the Left Wing, compofed of the Highland
“Drigade, was thrown forward, and advarced with
the fteadielt Step; under a very heavy Fire of
Round Shot, Grape and Mulquetry. Nothing
could furpafs or refift the determined Bravery of the
Troops, headed by their gallant Leader, Brigadier-
General Fergufon, and the Number of the Enemy,
~who fwarmed the Plain, ferved only to .augment
their Ardour and confirm their Difcipline.  The
Tinemy received our Fire, and maintained his Po-
fition obftinately, but in the Moment of charging,
* the Valour of Britith Troops bore down all Op-
ofition, and forced him to a precipitate Retreat.
The firlt Brigade, compoled of the 24th, sgth,
and 83d Regimeuts, and commanded in the Abfence
“of Brigadier-General Beresford, by Licutenant-Co-
lonel, Baird, was unavoidably precluded, by their
Situation, from any confiderable Participation in the
Triumph of the Britith Arms, -though the Flank
Companies of the z yth had however an Opportunity
-of diltinguifthing themfelves in diflodging a Number
of Horfe and Riflemen from the Heights on our
Right Flank. This brilliant Achievement however
was clouded by the Lols of Captain Folter, of the
Grenadiers, whofe Gailantry is beft recorded in the
Boloms of his Brother Soldiers, and the univerfal
Regret of the Army. .
Tt is utterly impoffible to convey to your Lord-
" fhip an adequate ldea of the Obltacles which op-
pofed the -Advance, and retarded the Succefs of
eur ‘Army, but it is my:Duty to inform your Lord-
fhip, that the Nature ot the Country—a deep, feavy,

and arid Land, covered with Shrubs, {carcely per-
vious to light Bodies of Infantry; and above all,
the total Privation of Water. under the Effe&s of
a burning Sun, had nearly exhaufted our gallant
Fellows in the Moment of Viftory, and with the
utmoft Difficulty were we able to reach the Reit
Valley, where we took our Polfition-for the Night.

A confiderable Portion of the Previfions and Necels

faries with which we ftarted, had been lolt during
the A&ion,.and we occupied our Ground undes an
Apprehenfion that even the great Exerdions of Sir
Home Popham and the Navy could not rchieve us
from Starvation.

My Lord, on every. Occafion where it has been
found neceffary to call for the Co-operation of Bri
tith Seamen in Land Enterprizes, their Valour has
been fo confpicuous, and their Spirit of Labour and
Perfeverance {o unconquerable; that no Tribute of
my Applaufe ¢an add a Luthie to their Charadler;
but I difcharge a molt agreeable Portion of my
Daty in aflwing your Lovdfhip, that on the recent
Employment of their Services, they have maintaived
their Reputation @ And in this Place it hehoves me
to inform your Lordfhip, that the.uniform good
Conduét of thofe gallant Fellows, and the Zeal of
Caprain George Byng who commanded them, to-
gether with that of every {ubordinate Oificer, have
wmerited my fullelt Apprabation. :

The Lots of the Luemy in this Engagement is
reputed to exceed feven hundred Men 1 killed and
wounded ; and it is with the moft fenfible Gratifica-
tion that T contraft it with the inclofed Return of
our Cafualties.” Your Lordfhip will ‘perceive the
Name of Lieutenant Ceslonel Grant among the
wounded, but the hevoic Spivit of this Cfficer was
not {ubdued by his Misfortune, and he continued to
lead his Men to Glory, as long as an Enemy was
oppoled to his Majefty’s 72d Regiment. I have the
cordial Satisfa&tion to add, that his Wound, though
very fevere, is not pronounced dangerous; and 1
indulge the Hope and Expe&ation ot his early Re-
covery and Refumption of Command.

Ou- the Moraing of the gth, recruited by fuch
Supplies as the unwearied- Diligence and Efforts of
the Navy could thraw on fhore, the 59th Regiment
however, being almoft completely dettitute of Food,
we profecuted our March towards Cupe-Town, and
took up a Pofition South of Salt River. which we
trufted might preferve a free communication with the
Squadron ; for our Battering Train, as well as every
other Neceflary, except Warer, was to pals to us
from His Majefty’s Ships. Iu this Situation, a. Flag
of "L'ruce was fent to me by the Commandant of the
Garrifon -of Cape-t'own, (the Guovernor General
Janfens, having retired after the Adion of the 8th
into the Country, moving by Hottentots Holland
Kloof,) - requelting a Sufpenfion of Holtilities for
Forty-eight Hours, in order to negociate a Capi-
tulatien. . In Anfwer to this Overture, I difpatched
Brigadier General Fergufon, accompanied by Lieu-
tenant Colonel Brownrigg, to ftipulate, as the Con-
dition of my Acquicfeence, the Surrender of the Qute.
works of the Towu within Six Hours, allowing
Thirty fix Hours jor arranging the Articles of Ca-

- pitulation,

My. Propofition being affented to, the 59th Regi-
ment marched into Fort Knokke; aud the next
Day, in Conjunétion with Siv Home Popham, the
Verms were agreed upon, and His Majelly’s Foxces




