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Copy of a Letter fronts Pice-Admiral Dacres, Comman
der :in Chief of His Majefiy's Ships ans Vessels at 
Jamaica, to William Marfden, Esq; dated at Port • 
"Moyal, April 1, i"8o'si. ; ' 

S I R , 

I H A V E . g r e a t Pleasure in transmitting, for the 
Information of the Lords Commissioners of the 

Admiralty;, Copies of T w o Letters received from 
Captain Rdfs, of Hi s Majesty's Ship P ique : the 
Brigs appear very well adapted for His Majesty's 

•^Service, and not more than ' Nine Months o ld ; if 
found adequate thereto by the Officers of the Yard, 
il shall direct them t o b e purchased, and.intend giving 
Lieutenant Ward the Command of One, as a Com
mander, till-the Pleasure ot-their Lordships is known, 
•who I am sure "will highly approve of his"Conduct in 
boarding and carrying the Armed Schooner Santa 
•Clara, and- if will in some Degree alleviate the very 
severe Wound he has' received in boarding t h e ; 
•French Brig of W a r . . . . 

I amZ&c, • (Signed) J . R . D A C R E S . 
('' 

His Majesty's Ship Pique, off Ocoa Bay, 
S I R, •; ' I'jtb March 1806. 

J Have the Honour to inform you, that Lieutenant 
Ward of His Majesty's Ship under my Command, 

•in the Gig assilled.by Mr. Eveleigh (Midshipman) 
in the Yawl, most gallantly boarded and succeeded 
•in capturing, after a very smart Resistance, (and 
•without Loss on our Side), the Spanisli Armed 
Schooner Santa Clara, of .Oric Nine-Pounder, and 
Twenty-Eigh t Men, completely equipped for W a r . 

I have the Honor to be, &c. 
• C . B . H . R O S S . 

To James Richard Dacres, Esq; Vice-Admiral 
ofthe While, Commander in Chief, iJc.Xlfc. (5'c. 

His. Majesty's Ship Pique, off Saint Cathe-
S I R, rii.e's, 2-jlb March 1^06. ' 

Have the Honour to inform you, that Yesterday, 
crossing over from Santo Domingo to Curacoa, 

I fell in with Two Men of W a r Brigs, standing in 
for the Land ; at'One P M. being within long Range, 
I commenced firing to prevent their getting in with 
the Shore, and from superior failing closed with 
them at Twoj when a most destructive' Fire conti
nued for about .Twenty Minutes, but a Flaw of 
"Wind favouring-us, the Helm was put down, which 
placed us immediately across the Hawse of the 
Commodore ;. she was directly boarded by Lieute
nants Ward and Baker, and Mr. Thompson, and 
every Inch of her Decks most obstinately defended ; 
the Slaughter bn both Sides was dreadful, and it is 
with real Concern I state the Loss o f 'Mr , John 
Thompson, the Master, who was killed with Eight 
Seamen, and Lieutenants Ward and Baker, with 
Twelve Seamen and Marines wounded ; the Contest 
was very severe, but in about Five Minutes the Co
lours were hauled dovyn ; the other struck after a 
few Broadsides more, and we took Possession of the 
Phaeton and Voltigeur, o f Sixteen Guns and One 
Hundred and Twenty Men each, French Brigs of 
W a r , beautiful Vessels,«and only Nine Months old. 
I t was impossible for two Vessels to be more obsti
nately defended, every Thing being cut to Pieces, 
and nearly One Hal f of their Crews killed or 
wounded. 1 understand ' they had been roughly 

Handled by an Englisti Man of W a r Brig (Rein ' 
Deer) the Day befoie. • . , • 
' I beg Leave to recommend t o your Notice my 

First Lieutenant Ward, whose"good Conduct at aH 
Times has ̂ merited the'highest Approbation ; he is', 
am afraid,-dangerously wounded.. 

T h e Death of" Mr. Thompson I most sincerely la
ment ; ih him his Country has lost a brave and most 
excellent Officer % he is the fame so handsomely spo
ken of by Captain Bissctt in the Racoon ; he :has left 
a Wife to lament his Loss, and almost a Stranger in 
this Country. T h e Wound of Lieutenant Baker I 
rejoice to fay will'only lay him by for a short T ime . 

T h e Assistance I received from Lieutenant .Craig 
of the Royal Marines (who is also wounded) and his 
Pa r ty deserve the highest Praise, for the steady and 
well-directed Fire kept up by them, and their Soldier
like Behaviour at all Times. W e had only one Man 
wounded on board, all the others were killed and 
wounded on the B r i g s ' D e c k s . T h e Ship's Com
pany behaved uncommonly' well, and I trust the 
Conduct of all will merit your Approbation. 

I have the Honor to be, 5cc. 
' . " C H A R L E S B . H . R O S S . 

James Richard Dacres, Esq; Vice- Admiral of 
the White, Commander in Chief, &c. &c. &C. 

L e Phaeton, 16 Guns, 120 Men, Freyanet , Lieu
tenant de Vaisseau. 

L e Voltigeur, !6 Guns, 115 Men, M. St . Craig, 
Lieutenant de Vaisseau. 

1 beg Leave to enclose yon a List of the Killed 
and Wounded on board His Majesty's Ship under 
my Command. I have had no Account from the 
Prizes, but their Loss has been very grea t . T h e 
Commodore has lost his right Arm. 

C H A R L E S B. H . R O S S . 

List of Officers, Seamen, a-nd Marines killed and wound
ed on board His Majesty's Ship Pique, Charles B. 
H. Ross, Esq; Captain, in Action with the French 
National Brigs Le Voltigeur and Phaeton, on tht 
2 6(h Day of March itio6. 

Killed, • : 

Mr. John Thompson,.Master. 
Alexander Mackintosh, Yeoman of the Sheetc . 
Matthew Meyler, Able Seaman. 
Cornelius Carmody ( 1 ) , Landman. 
Thomas Watkins , Second Gunner. 
Thomas Reid, Landman. 
Jacob Reid, Able Seaman. 
James Shaw, Landman. 
George Collier, Supernumerary. ' 

Wounded. 
Mr. William Ward , First Lieutenant. 
Mr . P . H . Baker, Th i rd Lieutenant. 
Mr. W . H . Craig, Lieutenant of Marines, slightly. 
William Marshal, BoatswainVMate. 
James Mills, Able Seaman. 
Thomas Scott, Ordinary Seaman, 
Ralph Harrison, Able Seaman. 
William. Pickoran, Able Seaman. 
Bryan Whi t e , Quarter-Master. 
Daniel Hal l , Able Seaman. 
Christopher Hake , Supernumerary. 
William Carnes, Private of Marines* 
Jos. Wi igh t , di t to. 
Henry Davis, ditto. 

To ta l—9 killed and 14 wounded. 


