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of Naples. I accerdingly procéeded thither with
the Line of Battle Ships named in the Margiw*.
The LEaemy’s Apprchenfion of Attack otcafioned
them to convey lome of the Battering Train from
the Trenches before Gaeta to Naples. The Ciy
was illuminated on Account of Jofeph Bonaparte
proclaiming himfelf King of the Two Sicilies!
The Junéiou of the Eagle made us. Five Sail of
the Liuve, and it would have been ealy for their Fire
‘to have interrupted this Ceremony and Shew of
Fritivity, but' I confidered that the unfortunate
Inliahitants had Evil enough on them; that the
Rettoration of the Capital to its lawful Sovereign
and its fugitive Inhabitants would be no Gratifica-
tion if it [hould be found a Heap of Ruins, Alhes,
and Dones, and that as I had no Force to land and
keep order, 1 cale of the French Army retiving
to the Fortrefles, 1 fhould leave an opulent City a
Prey to the licentious Part of the Community, who
would not fail to profit by the Confufion the Flames
would occafion ; not a Gun was fired ; butno {uch
Confideration operated on my Mind to prevent me
diflodging the TFrench Garrifon from the Ifland of
Capri, which, from jts Situation, proteéting the
-coalting Communication fouthward, was a great ‘Ob-
ject for the Enemy to keep, and by fo much one for
me to wreft from him. I dccordingly fummoned the

French Commandant to {urrender ; on his Non.ac-

quiefcence ({ee the annexed Correfpondence,) I di.
refted Captazin Rowley, in His Majelty’s Ship
FEagle, to cover thelanding of Marives and Boats’
Crews, ‘and caufed an’ Attack te be made under his
Ovders.  That brave Officer placed his Ship™ judi-

ciéuily, nor did he open his Fire till fhe was fecured,

aiid his Diftance marked by the Effe&t of Mul-
quetry on his Quarter-Deck, where the Firft Lieu-

ténant, James Crawley, fell wounded, and a Seaman |

was: killed 3 although Caprain Rowley regretted

much the Services of that meritorious Officer 1 fuch-

a critical Moment, lie has fince recovered.
- An Houv’s Fire trom both Decks of the Eagle,

{between Nine and Ten o’Clock) with that of Two
Neapolitan Mortar Boats under an active Officery

Lieutcoane Rivera, drove the Enemy from the Vine-
yards within their Walls, the Marines were laoded,
and gallantly ted by Captain Bunce, the Seamenin
like Mauner, uader Licutenant Morrell of the Eagle,

and Lieutenant Redding of the Pompée, mounted

the Steps 5 for fuch was their Road, headed by the

Officers, neareft to the narrow Pafls by which alone .

they could afcend.— Lieutenant Carrol had thus an
Opportuiity of particularly diftinguifhing him{elf. —
Captain Stannus commanding the Athenien’s Ma.
rines gallantly preffing forward gained the Heights,

and the French Commapdaut fell by his Hand : this |

Event being known, the Enemy beat a Parley, a
Letter from the fecond in‘Command, claimed the
Terms offered, but being dated on the 12th after
Midnight, fome Difficulty occurred, my Limitation
as to Time.being precile; but on the Affurance
that the Drum beat before 1'welve, the Capitulation
annexed was figned, and. the Garrifon allowed to
march-out.and pafs.over to Naples with every Honor
of War, after the Interment of their former brave
Commaunder, with due Refpect.—We thus became
Mafters of this important Poft. The Enemy not
having been -allowed Time to “bring Two Pieces of

% Pompée, Excellent, Athenien, Intrepid. .

heavy Caruon, -with théir Ainmunition, to Capri,
the Boat containitg- them, together with a Boat -
loaded with Timber for the Confiruftion of Gun-
Boats at Caftilamare, took Refuge at Maffa, on the
Main Land oppofite to the Ifland, whefe the Guard
had hauléd the Whole upon the Beach, I detached |
the Two Mortar Boats,and a Gaeta Privateer, under
the Orders of Lieutenants Faliverne and Rivera, to -
bring them off, lending only Mr. Williams, Mid-
fhipman of the Pompée, from the Squadron on pur-
pofe to let the Neapolitans have the Credit of the
Aé&ion, which they fairly obtained j.for, after dif-
lodging the Enemy from a flrong Tower, they not
only broaght off the Boats and Two Thirty-five
Pounders, but the Powder (Twenty Barvels) from .
the Magazine of the Tower, before the Enemy affems
bled in Force. -

The projetted Sorties tock- plare on the 13thand
igth in the Morning, in a Manver to refle& the
tigheft Credit on the Part of the Garrifon and Na-
val Force employed.—The covering .Fire from a |
Fleet was judicioufly dire€ted by Captains Richard-
fon and Vicuna, whofe Condut on this whole Ser-
vice meiits my warmeft Approbation. I inclose
Captain Richardfon’s T'wo Letters as belt detaling
_thefe Affairs, and a Lilt of the Killed and Wounded
ou'the 1zth.” . i

On the 1gth Ult. the Boats of the Pompée, un-
der Lieutenant Beaucroft, brought out a Merchant
Veflel from Scatvitra, near Salerno, although pro-
teftéd by a heavy Fire-of Mufketry. That Officer
and Mr. Steiling diftinguifhed themfelves much.
The Enemy are endeavouring” to eftablith a Land
Carriage there to Naples. o ' _

On the 23d, obtaining Intelligence that the
Enemy had Two Thirty-fix-Pounders.in a {mall
Veffel on the Beach at Sealea, I fent the Pompée’s
Boats in for them. But the French Troops were too
well pofted in the Houfes of the Towa for them to
fucceed withourt the Cover of the Ship. I accord-
ingly ftood in with the Pompée ; fent a Meffage to-
the Inhabitants to withdraw ; which being done, a
" few of the Pompée’s Lower Deck ‘Guns cleared the
Town and neighbouring ‘Hills, while the Launch,
commanded by Lieutenaut Mouraylian, with Lieu-
tenant Oats, of the Marines, and Mr. Williams, *
drove the French, with their Armed Adberents,
from the ‘Guas, and took Poffcflion of the Caille,
and of them. Finding, on my landing, that. the
Town was tenable againft any Force thé. Enemy
could bting againft me from the peareft Garrifon, ia -
a given Time, I took Polt with the Marines; and,
under Cover of “their Pofition, by the exireme Ex-
ertions of Licutenant Carrol, Mr. Ives, Malter, and
the Petty Officers and Boats’ Crews, the Gans were
.conveyed to the Pompée, with Twenty-two Barrels
of Powder. . » :

I have the Houor to be, &c. .
(Sigued}) W. SIDNEY SMITH.

On board His Majefly's Ship La Pompée,

SIR, 11th May 1806.
BEFORE I make a regular Attack, which mult
neceffarily reduce an infulated and irregular Fortrefs
without Works, I.have thought proper, ‘according
to the Cuftom of War, to {fummon you to evacuate
the Poft which you occupy. 1f you refule, I in-

] form you that you will be forced to yield ~upon



