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and read from llie Pulpits immediately after Divine 
Service. 

Given nt our Court at the Queen's Palace, 
this Fourteenth Day of January, One thousand 
t >•.'iii hundred and seven, in the Forty seventh 
Year ol Our Reign. 

G O D save the K I N G . 

Downing.Street, January 27, 1807. 

DI S P A T C H E S , os which the following are 
Ct>pi< s have been received by the Right Ho-

hourable William Windham, One of His Majelly's 
Principal Secretaries of State, from Lieutenant 
Colonel BavkhousiN commanding a Detachment of 
His M.tj.lly's Land Forces in the River de Ia 
Plata. 

Royal Charlotte ( Transport) off Monte 
S I R< 1, Odober 13, 1806. 

UNderstanding that a Vessel is to fail imiuediatcly 
fir England, I do myself the Honour to trans

mit to vou a Copy ol a Letter , addressed to Lieu 
tenant-General Sir David Baird, in obedience to 
whose Orders I sailed on the ?pth of August last, 
with ill Batt. 47th Rcg. sor the Purpose of joining 
Major General Bercsford iu Soulh America. 

Royul Charlotte ( Transport) off Monte 
<< S I R, ' Video, Odober 13, it>c6. 

" I H A V E the Honour to acquaint your Ex
cellency, that , on my Arrival here, I had the Mor
tification to find the City of Buenos Ay res recap 
tuied, and that Major-General Bercsford, wiih the 
Forces under his Command (after a most able and 
gallant Defence) had been made Prisoner* ot War. 
so far back as the I : th of August last. 

" Having arrived last Night, I am not, at this 
M iinent, sufficiently acquainted with the Particulars 
to enable me to detail them, though I presume due 
and full Information ol this unfortunate and impor
tant Event, mini have been transmitted to you soon 
after its Occurrence, 

" You are aware, .Sir, that the Command of His 
Majesty's Laud Foiees, at prclent in this River, 
devolves upon me, xvith which, in Cooperation with 
the Squadron under Sir Home Popham, it i.-. my In
tention to occupy a favourable Position, until a Re-
iuforcement fliail arrive, 01 I may l e honoured with 
your further Instructions; and trull that , by an 
early Opportunity, 1 lhall be able to afford you a 
satisfactory Report of my Arrangements and Ope
rations in carrying your Designs into Execution. 
And am," &c. Sec. &c. 

To Lieutenant- Gemrul Sir D. Baird, 
iefe. Vc. &c. 

T h e immediate Departure of the Ship for Eng
land, and the Situation in which I find myself, un
expectedly placed, prevent any further Commu
nication than what is contained in the preceding 
Let ter . 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

(Signed) T . J. B A C K H O U S E , 
Col. commanding 47th Regiment. 

Tie Right Honourable William Windham, 
&c. &c. b'c. 

Copy of a Dispatch from Lieutenant-Colonel Backhouse 
to the Right Honourable William Windham, dated 
Maldonado, on the River de la Plata, 3 ist Odober 
1806. 

S I R , 

IN my Let te r of the 13th Inst. I had the Honour 
to transmit a Copy of my Let ter , oftlie same Da te , 

to His Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir David 
Baird, apprising him of my Arrival in the River 
Pla t ' , and of my Intention to occupy a Position on 
Shore, to await his furthei- Orders. 

J, in consequence, immediately reconnoitred, from 
one 01 the Frigates, which carried me sufficiently 
close in shore for the Purpose, the Works of the 
Place, and the Positions and Defences in the Vicinity 
of Monte Video, from wliich I formed, as the moie 
eligible Mode of Ai taek , the Idea of being able ta 

: lie Town and Ciudel by Assault, en tr.e South 
Face edging on the Water , in Co operation with the 
Ships Ot the Squadron, under Commodire Sir 
Home Popham, wiiic.i were to silence the Batteries 
on that Face, so as to enable the Troops to land and 
enter. T h e Attempt was accordingly commenced, 
on the 2 8th, by the Navy ; but the W a t t r proving 
too shallow to admit ot the Ship* coming sufficiently 
near to cannonade it with Effect, a further Effort 
was necessarily given up. 

Upon this I deemed it advisable, with the co
operative Concuirence of hir Home Popham, to 
take Possission of the Town of M-tldonado, as a 
favourable Position for the Purpose of refreshing 
the Tioops , mounting my Cavalry, and carrying on 
such other Arrangements as might thereafter appear 
most necellary. 

Not a Moment was lofl ; and accordingly on the 
Ever,ing of the 29th, I landed with aht-ut Four 
Hundred Men, composed principally of a Part of the 
381I1 Regiment, under Colonel Vassal, anc advanced 
against the Town, xvhich leemed lo be occupied Ly 
about 1 ix Hundred Regulars and Militia, mostly 
mounted, with One Howitzer, and One long Four-
Pounder Field Piece, both Brass. 

Notwithstanding xve xvere without anv .Artillery, 
the Enemy weie luoii dilperfcd, xvith the Loss of 
their Guns, and about FifiV Men killed and xx-ounded. 
The Loss on our Side was T w o killed and Four 
xx-ounded, of His Majelly's 381I1 Regiment. 

T o the cool Intrepidity or our ha le Column on 
this Occasion, much Praise is due, as it advanced 
with the utmost Steadiness and Alacrity, and with
out firing a Shot, until sufficiently near to make a 
Certainty of cairying both the Gun> and the Town, 
which xvas principally done by tiie Bnvonet, not-
witlillanding the Advance wa^ mace under hcavy 
Dilcharges of Grape and Mulketry. 

T o tlie well known Gallantry and .Ability of 
Colonel Vass.il, I feel myself much indebted ; arrd 
the Conduct of every other Officer in the Field has 
commanded my Thanks . 

A t Dayb reak Yesterday Morning I detached 
Colonel Vassal to take Posscffion of the heavy Bat-
teries on the Beaeli of the Harbour, and on the 
Peninsula, xvhich precluded any Communication for 
the Erremy between the main Land and the strong 
Ifland and Post of Gnrett i , situated in, and much 
commanding the Bay ot Maldonado, and xvhich, in 
Consequence, in the Course of the Day , surrendered 
at Discretion to a Summons sent from Sir Home 

http://Vass.il

