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and read from the Pulpits immediately after Divine
Scrvice.

Given at our Court at the Queen’s Palace,
this Fourteenth Day of January, One thoufand
eight hundred and feven, in the Forty feventh
Year of Our Reign.

GOD fave the KING.

Downing-Street, Fanuary 27, 1807.
DISPATCHES, of which the following are

Copies, have been received by the Right Ho-
vourable William Windham, One of His Majefty’s
Principal Sccretaries of State, from Lieutenant-
Colonel Backhoufe, commanding a Detachment of
His Majily’s Land Forces in the River de la

Plata.
Royal Charlotte ( Tranfport) off Monte
SIR; Video, Odober 13, 1806.

UNdcrﬂanding that a Vellel is to fail immediately
for England, I do myfelf the Honour to tranf-
mit to you a Copy of a Letter, addrefled to Licun
tenamt-General Sir David Baird, in obedience to
whofe Orders I failed on the 29th of Auguit laft,
with 1t Batt. 47th Reg. for the Purpofe of joining
Major General Beresford in South America.

Royal Charlotte ( Tranfport) off Monte
« SIR, Video, Olober 13, 18c6.

¢« ] HAVE the Honour to acquaint your Ex-
cellency, that, on my Arrival here, I had the Mor-
tification to find the City of Buenos Ayres recap
tured, and that Major-General Beresford, with the
Forces under his Command (after a moit able and
gallant Defence) had been made Prifoners of War,
{o far back as the 12th of Avguft laft.

¢« Having arrived lalt Night, I am not, at this
Moment, {ufficiently acquainted with the Particulars
to enable me to detail them, though I prefume due
and full Information of this unfortunate and impor-
tant Event, muit have been tranfmitted to you foon
after its Occurrence.

“ You are aware, Sir, that the Command of His
Majeity’s Land Forces, at prefent in this River,
devolves upon me, with which, in Co-operation with
the Squadion under Sir Home Poplam, it is my In-
tention to occupy a favourable Pofition, until a Re-
inforcement fhall acrive, or 1 may be honoured with
your further Inltru&ions; and trutt that, by an
early Opportuanity, 1 fhall be able to afford you a
fatisfadtory Report of my Arrangements and Ope.
rations in carrying your Defigns into Execution.
And am,” &c. &c. &c.

To Licutenant-General Sir D. Baird,

. . .

The immediate Departure of the Ship for Eng-
land, and the Situation in which I find myfelf, un.
expetedly placed, prevent any further Commu-
nication than what is contained in the preceding
Letter.

1 have the Honour to be, &ec.
(Signed) T. J. BACKHOUSE,
Col. commanding 47th Regiment.
T'he Right Honourable William Windbam,

. &, U

Copy of a Difpatch from Licutenant-Colonel Backhoufe
to the Right Honourable Wiliiam Windham, dated
Maldonado, on the River dela Plata, 31! Odober
1806.

SIR,
IN my Letter of the 13th Inft. I had the Honour
to tranfmit a Copy of my Letter, of the fame Date,
to His Excellency Lieutenant-General Sir David
Baird, apprifing him of my Arrival in the River
Plat+, and of my Intention to occupy a Pofition on
Shore, to await his further Orders.

I, in confequence, immediately reconnoitred, from
one of the Frigates, which carried me fufficiently
clofe in fhore for the Purpofe, the Works of the
Place. and the Pofitions and Defences in the Vicinity
of Monte Video, from which I formed, as the moit
cligible Mode of Attack, the 1dea of being able to
carry the Town and Citadel by Affault, cn tne South
Face edging on the Water, in Co operation with the
Ships of the Squadron, under Commodore Sir
Home Popham, which were to filence the Batteries
on that Face, foas to enable the Troops to land and
enter.  The Attempt was accordingly commenced,
on the 28th, by the Navy ; but the Water proving
too fhallaw to admit of the Ships coming fufiiciently
near to cannonade it with Effe&, a further Efforr
was neceflarily given up.

Upon this I deemed it advifable, with the co.
operative Concurrence of Sir Home Popham, to
take Poflcflion of the Town of Muldonado, as a
favourable Pofition for the Purpofe of refrefhing
the Thoops, mounting my Cavalry, and carrying on
fuch other Arrangements as might thereafter appear
moft neceffary.

Not a Moment was lofl ; and accordingly on the
Eveuing of the 29th, Ilanded with about Four
Hundred Men, compofed principally of a Part of the
38th Regiment, under Colonel Vaflal, and advanced
againft the Town, which {eemed to be occupied by
about tix Hundred Regulars and Militia, moftly
mounted, with One Howitzer, and One long Four-
Pounder Iield-Piece, both Brals.

Notwithltanding we were without any Artillery,
the Enemy were {oon difperfed, with the Lofs of
their Guns, and about Fifiy Men killed and wounded,
The Lofs on our Side was Two killed and Four
wounded, of His Majelty’s 38th Regiment.

To the cool Intrepidity of our little Column on
this Occafion, much Praife is due, asit advanced
with the utmoft Steadinefs and Alacrity, and with-
out firing a Shot, until fufficiently near to make a
Certainty of carrying both the Guus and the Town,
which was principally done by the Bayonet, not-
withftanding the Advance was made under heavy
Difchar%-cs of Grape and Mufketry.

To the well known Gallautry and Ability of
Colonel Vaffal, I feel myfelf much indebted ; and
the Conduét of every other Officer in the Ficld has
commanded my Thanks.

At Day-break Ycfterday Morning I detach
Colonel V);ﬂ'al to take Po(Tcyﬂion of thge heavy B:g
teries on the Beach of the Harbour, and on the
Peninfula, which precluded any Communication for
the Enemy between the main Land and the ftrong
Ifland and Polt of Goretti, fituated in, and much
commanding the Bay of Maldonado, and which, in
Confequence, in the Courfe of the Day, furrendered
at Difcretion to a Summons fent from Sir Home
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