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neutral Hamburgh. A n d , Holstein once occupied, 

the Illand of Zealand was at the Mercy of France, 

and the Navy of Denmark at her Disposal. 

I t is true, a British Force might have found its 

'Way into the Baltic, and checked for a Time the 

Movemetita of the Danifli Marine. But the Season' 

was approaching when that Precaution would no 

longer have availed ; aud when Flis Majesty's Fleet 

must have retired from that Sea, nnd permitted 

France, in undisturbed Security, to accumulate the 

Means of Offence against His Majelly's Dominions. 

Yet even under these Circumstances, in calling 

upon Denmark for the Satisfaction and Security 

which His Majesty was compelled to require, aud ii> 

demanding the only Pledge by which that Security 

• could be rendered effectual—the temporary Possession' 

of that Fleet, which svas the chief Inducement to 

France for forcing Denmark into Hostilities with 

Great Britain—His Majesty accompanied this De

mand with the Offer of every Condition which could 

tend to reconcile it to the Interests and to [he 

Feelings of the Court of Denmark. 

I t was for Denmark herself to state the Terms 

aud Stipulations which (lie might require. 

If Denmark was apprehensive that the Surrender 

of her Fleet would be resented by France as an Act 

of Connivance, His Majesty had prepared a Force 

of such formidable Magnitude as must have made 

Concession justifiable even in the Estimation of 

France, by rendering Resistance altogether un

availing. 

If Denmark was really prepared to resist the De

mands of France, and to maintain her Independence, 

H i s Majesty proffered His Co-operation for her 

Defence—naval, military, and pccuniaiy Aid ; the 

Guarantee of her European Territories, aud the 

Security and Extension of her Colonial Possessions. 

Tha t the Ssvord has been drawn in the Execution 

of a Service indispensable to the Safety of His Ma

jesty's Dominions, is Matter of sincere and painful 

Regret to His Majesty. Tha t the State and Cir-. 

cumstanecs of the Wairld are such as to have re

quired and justified the Measures of Self-preservation, 

to which His Majesty has found himself under the 

Necessity of resorting, is a Tru th which His Ma

jesty deeply deplores, but for which he is in no 

Degree icsponsible. 

His Majesty has long carried on a most unequal 

Contest of scrupulous Forbearance against unrelent

ing Violence and Oppression. But that Forbearance 

has its Bounds. When the Design was openly 

a-vowed, and already but too far advanced towards 

its Accomplilhment, of subjection the. Powers of 

Europe to one univetfal Usurpation, and os com

bining them by Terror or by Force in a Confederacy 

against the maritime Rights and political Existence 

ot" this Kingdom, it became necessary for His Ma

jesty to anticipate the Success of a System, not more 

ratal to His Interests than to those of the Powers 

who were destined to be the Instruments of its EXLV 

Clltion. 

I t was Time that the Effects of that Dread which 

Fiance has inspired into toe Nations of the World 

should be counteracted by an Exertion of the Power 

of Great Britain, called for by the Exigency of the 

. 2nd proportioned to the Magnitude of the 

Danger . 

Notwithstanding the Declaration of W a r on the 

Part of ihe Danilh Government, it still remains for 

Denmark to determine whether W a r (hall continue 

between the Tss-o Nations. His Majesty still proffers 

an amicable Arrangement. H e is anxious to sheathe 

the Sword, which he has been most reluctantly com» 

pelled to draw. And He is ready to demonstrate to 

Denmark and to the World, that , having acted 

solely upon the Sense of what was due to the Secu

rity of His own Dominions, H e is not desirous, 

from any other Motive, or for any Object of A d 

vantage or Aggrandisement, to carry Measures of 

Hostility beyond the Limits of the Necessity which 

has produced them. 

Wejlrninster, Sept. 25 , 1807. 

Admiialty-Office, September 2 8 , 1807. 
Copy of a Letter from Admiral the Right Honourable 

Lord Gardner to the Honourable W. W. Pole, dated 
on board His Majesty's Ship Ville de Paris, Tor-
bay, September 25 , 1807. 

S I R , 

I D E S I R E you will be pleased-to h y before their 
Lotdlhip3 the inclosed Copy of 3 Let ter which 

I received this Day from Captain Charles Malcolm, 
of the Narcissus, giving an Account of the Capture 
by tliat Ship, on the n t h Instant, of the Spanish 
Letter of Marque Brig Avantura. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) G A R D N E R . 

His Majesty's Ship Narciffus, at Sea, 
M Y L O R D , September 11, ib'07. 

I H A V E the Honour to inform your Lordship, 
that thi;. Morning I fell in with and captuied ihe 
Spanish Let ter of "Marque Brig Avantura, after a 
Four Hours ' Chace svith Sweeps, it being nearly 
calm. She is a beautiful coppered Vessel, of One 
Hundred and Forty Tons, pierced for Eighteen 
Guns, but carrying only Ten , and Forty-thred 
Men ; appears well calculated for His Majesty's 
Service. She is Six Days from Bilbos bound to the 
Caraccas; file fails very fast. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 
C H A S . M A L C O L M . 

The Right Honourable Lord Gardner, 
Use. &c. tie. 


