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did not ‘receive them -until T had alually taken
my Departure from that Cowrt, ftill, upon a
careful Confideration of the Tenor of your Inftruc-

tions, I thought that it would be right to aét as if'

that Cafe had not occurred. I refolved, therefore,
to proceed forthwith to afcertain the Effe@ pro-
duced by the Blockade of Lifbon, and to propofc
to the Portuguefe’Government, as the only Con-
dition upon which that Blockade could ceafe, the
Alternative ({tated by you) either of furrendering the
Tleet ta His Majeity, .or of immediately employing
it to remove the Prince Regent and his Family to the
Brazils. I took ppon myfelf this Refponfibility
in renewing Negatiations after my public Fun&tions
had adtually cealed, convinced that, although it
was the fixed Determination of His Majeflty not to
fuffer the Fleet of Portugal to fall into the Poffeflion
of His Enemies, {till His Majefty’s firlt Objeét con.
tinued to be the Application of that Fleet to the
original Puwrpole, of favisg the Royal Family of
Braganza from the Tyrauny of France.

I accordingly requefted an Audience of the
Prince Regent, together with due Affurances of
Prote&ion and Sceurity ; and vpon receiving His
Royal Highnels’s Anlwer, I proceeded to Lifben
on the 27th, .in His Majeity’s Ship Confiance,
bearing a Flag of Truce. 1 had immediately moft
interefting Communications with the Court of Lif-
bon, the Particulars of which fhall be fully detailed
in a future Dilpatch. It fuffices to mention In this
Place, that the Prince Regent wilely direéted all
JHis Apprehenfions to a French Army, and all His
Hopes to an Englifh Fleet ; that He: received the
molt explicit Aflurances from me that His Majefty
would generonfly overlook thofe Aéts of unwilling
and momentary Holtility to which His Royal High.-
nels’s Confent had been extorted ; and that I pro.
mifed to His Royal Highoefs, on the Faith of my
Sovereign, that the Dritifh Squadron before the
‘Tagus fhonld be employed to protect His Retreat
from Lifbon, and His Voyage to the Brazils.

Prince Regent announced  his Intention of retiring

to the City of Rio de Janeiro until the Conclulion

of a general Peace, and of appointing a Regency to
tranfact the Adminiftration of Government at Lil-
bon during His Royal Highnefs’s Abfence from
EUIH C.

Th}zs Marning .the Portuguefe Tleet left the
Tagus. ] had the Honour to accompany the Prince
in His Paffage over the Bar. The Fleet conlifted
of Eight Sail of the Line, Four large Frigates, fe-
veral Armed Brigs, Sloops, and Corvettes, and a
Number of Bmzil-Ships, amountings I believe, to
about Thirty fix Sail 1n all. They pafled through
the Britith Squadron, and His Majefty’s Ships fired
.a Salute of I wenty-one Guns, which was returned
with an equal Number., A mere interetting Spec-
tacle than that afforded by the Junétion of the T'wo
Fleets h.e. been rarely beheld.

On guitting the Prince Regent’s Ship, I repaired.

on board of the Hibernia, but returned immediately,
accompanied by Sir Siduey Smith, whom 1 prefented

to the Prince, and who was reccived by His Royal!

Highoels *with the molt marked-and gracious Con-
defcenfion.

¢ Sce Rear-Admiral Sir Siiney Smith's Difpntclirs.

of War which were known to, have Tefe Lilbon this

.Morning, and which were in Sight a few Hours

ago. There remain at Lifbon Four Ships of the
Line, aud the fame Number of Frigates, but only
oune of each Sort is ferviceable.

I bhave thought .t expedient to lofe no Time in
communicating to His Majelty’s Government the .
important Intelligence contained in this. Difpatch,
I have therefore to apologife for the hafty and imper-
fe€ Manner in which it is written.

I haye the Honour to be, &c.
STRANGFORD.

¢ ® P
. Admirally-Office, December 21, 1807.
1 TISPATCHES, of which the following are

LExtraéts and Copies, were received at this Of-
fice on Saturday lalt, by Captain Yeo, of His Ma-
jeity’s Sloop the Counfiance, from Rear-Admiral Sir
William Sidney Smith, -addrc({fed to the Honourable
William Wellefley Pole.

His Majefly’s Ship Hibernia, 22 Leagues

SIR, Wefl of the Tagus, Dec. 1, 1807.
IN a former Difpatch, dated the 22d November,
with a Poftfeript of the 26th, T conveyed to you,
for the Information of my Lords Commiffioners of
the Admiralty, -the Proofs countained in various
Documents of the Portuguele Government being
{fo much influenced by Terror of the French Arms,
as to have acquiefced to certain Demands of Fraace
operating agam{t Great Britain.  The Diftribution
of the Portuguefe. Force was made wholly on the
Coalt, while the Land Side was left totally un-
guarded. Britifh Subjets of all Defcriptions were
detained ; and it thercfore became neceifary to in-
form the Portugucfe Government, that the Cafe
had arifen which required, "in obedience to my In-
ftroftions, that I fhould declare the Tagus in a
State of Blockade ; and Lord Strangford agreeing’
with- me that Hoftility fhould be met by Hofility,

| the Blockade was inftituted, and the Infradi ;
A Decree was publifhed Yefterday, in which the A, v g iy, ey

had received were aéted upon to their full Extent ;
{till, however, bearing in Recolle&ion the firlt Ob-
ject adopted by His Majelty’s Goveriment of open-
ing a Refuge for the Head of the Portuguefe Go-
vernment, menaced as it was by the powerful Arm,
aml . baneful Influence of the Enemy, 1 thought it
my Duty to adopt ‘the Means open to us, of en-
deavouring to induce the Prince Regent of Portu-
gal to reconlider his Decifion * to unite Himfelf with
the Continent of Europe,” and to recollect that He
had Poffeffions on that of America, affording an
ample Balance for any Sacrifice He might make here,
and from which He would be cut off by the"Nature
of Maritime 'Warfare, the Termination of which
could not be diétated by the Combination of the
Continental Powers of Europe.

In this View, Lord Strangford -having received
an Acquiefcence to the Propolition which had been
made by us, for his Lordfhip to land and confer with
the Prince Regent under the Guarantee of a Flag
of Truce, I furiifhed his Lordfhip with that €on-
veyance and Security, in order that he might give
to the Prince that Confidence which his Word of
Hounour as the King’s Minilter Plenipotentiary,

LS . il united with that of a Britith Admiral; 1
{-have the Honour to inclofe Lifts * of the . Ships. rows A ey ot A

fail tovinfpive towards inducing His Royal High-

it nefsto throw Jdimfelf .and His Fleet intothe Arms




