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whatever was wanting in it, if any Thing could be
wanting to convince the moft incredulous of the
Utrgency of that Neceffity under which His Majefty
afted.

But until the Ruffian Declaration was publifhed,
His Majefty had no Reafon to fulpet that any
Opinions wzich the Emperor of Ruffia might en-
tertain of the Tranfaétions at Copenhagen could be
fuch as to preclude His Imperial Majeity from un-
dertaking, at the Requeft of Great Britain, that
fame Office of Mediator, which He had affumed
with fo much Alacrity on the Behalf of France.
Nor can His Majefty forget that the firlt Symptoms
of reviving Confidence, fince the Peace of Tilfit,
the only Profpe& of Succefs in the Endeavours of
His Mya'eﬁy’s Ambaflador to reftore thg ancient

ood Underftanding between Great Britain and
Ruffia, appeared when the Intcllifcncc qf the Slege
of Copenhagen had been recently received at St.
Peterfburgh. - s

The Inviolability of the Baltick Sea, and the reci-
rocal Guaranties of the Powers that border upon
it, Guaranties faid to have been contraéted with the
Koowledge of the Britith Government, are ftated as
Aggravations of His Majefty’s Proceedings in the
Bﬁu’ck. It cannot be intended to reprefent His
Majefty as having at any Time acquiciced in the
Principles upon which the Inviolability of the Bal-
tick is maintained ; however His Majelty may, at
articular Periods, have forborne, for fpecial Rea-
ons influencing His Conduét at the Time, to att in
Contradi&ion to them. Such Forbearance never
could have applied but to a State of Peace and real
Neutrality in the North ; and His Majefty moft af-
furedly could not be expeéted to recur to it, after
France has been {uffered to eitablith Herfelf in un-
difputed Sovercignty along the whole Coalt of the
Baltick Sea, from Dantzig to Lubeck.

But the higher the Value which the Emperor of
Ruffia places on the Engagements rcf‘Peéiing the
Tranquillity of the Baltick, which He deferibes Him.
felf as inheriting from His immediate Predeceffors,
the Emprefs Catherine and the Emperor Paul, the
lefs juftly can His Imperial Majeity refent the Ap-
peal made to Him by His Majeity as the Guarantee
of the Peace to be concluded between Great Bri-
tain and Denmark. 1lu making that Appeal, with
the utmoft Confidence and Sincerity, His Majelty
neither intended, nor can He imagine that He of-
fered, any Infult to the Emperor of Ruffia, Nor
can His Majelty conceive that, in propofing to the
Prince Royal Terms of Peace, fuch as the moit
fuccefsful War on the Part of Denmark could
hardly have been espected to extort from Great
Britain, His Majelty rendered himlelf liable to
the Imputation, cither of exalperating the Re-
fentment, or of outraging the Dignity, of Dean-
mark. ! ;

His Majefty has thus replied to all the different
Accufations by which the Ruflian Government la-
bours to juftify the Rupture of a Connection which
has fubﬁl{cd for Ages, with reciprocal Advanta(gc to
Great Britain and Ruffia; and attempts to difguife
the Operation of that external Influence by which
Ruffia is driven into unjult Hoftilitles for Interefts
not her own.

The Ruffian Declaration proceeds to announce
the feveral .Conditions on which alowe thefe Hoitili-
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ties can be terminated, and the Iatercourfe of the
Two Countries renewed. G

‘His Majefty has already had Occafion to affert,
that Juftice has in no Inftance been denied to the
Claims of His Imperial Majelty’s Subjeéts.

The Termination of the War with Denmark has
been fo anxioufly fought by His Majefty, that it
cannot be neccﬂ%ry for His Majefty to renew any
Profeffions upon that Subject. But His Majefty is
at a Lofs to reconcile the Emperor of Ruffia’s pre-
fent Anxiety for the Completion of fuch an Ar-
rangement, with His Imperial Majeity’s recent Re-
fufal to contribute His good Offices for effe@-
ing it.

gThe Requilition of His Imperial Majefty for the
immediate Conclufion, by His Majefty, of a Peace
with France, is as extraordinary in the Subftance,
as it is offenfive in the Manner. His Majefty has
at no Time declined to treat with France, when
France has profeffed a Willingnefs to treat on an
admiffible Bafis. And the Emperor of Ruffia can-
not fail to remember that the lat Negociation be-
tween Great Britain and France was broken off,
upon Points immediately affe@ting, not His Ma-
jety’s own Interelts, but thofe of His Imperial
Ally., But His Majelty neither underftands, nor
will He admit, the Pretenfion of the Emperoref
Ruffia to dictate the Time, or the Mode, of His
Majelty’s pacifick Negotiations with other Powers.
It never will be endured by His Majefly that any
Government fhall indemnify Itfelf for the Humi.
liation of Sublerviency to France, by the Adoption
of an infulting and peremptory Tone towards Great
Britain.

His Majefty proclaims anew thofe Principles of
Maritime Law, againft which the Armed Neu-
tralityy under the Aufpices of the Emprefs Cathe-
rine, was originally direGted ; and againit which the
prefent Hoftilities of Ruffia are denounced. Thofe
Priuciples have been recognized and a@ed upen ia
the belt Periods of the Hiftory of Europe: and
atted upon by no Power with more Striétnefs end
Severity than by Rufliy Herfelf in the Reign of the
Emprels Catherine.

Thofe Principles it is the Right and the Duty of
His Majefty to maintain:-And againft every Confede-
racy His Majefty is determined, under the Blefling
of Divine Providence, to maiutain them. They have
atall Times contributed effentially to the Support of
the Maritime Power of Great Britain ; but they are
become incalculably more valuable and important at
a Period when the Maritime Power of Great Bri-
tain conftitutes the fole remaining Bulwark againft
the overwhelming Ulfurpations of France; the only
Refuge to which other Nations may yet refort, in
happier Times, for Affitance and Prote@ion.

When the Opportunity for Peace between Great
Britain and Ruflia fhall arrive, His Majelty will em-
brace it with Eagernefs.” The Arrangements of
fuch a Negotiation will not be difficult or compli-
cated. His Majelty, as He has nothing to concede,
fo He has nothing to require : Satisfied, if Ruffia
fhall manifeft a Difpofition to return to Her ancient
Feeliugs of Fricndfhip towards Great Britain; to a
jut Confideration -of Her own true Interefts ; and
to a Senfe of Her own Dignity as an Indepeadent
Nation. °

Wefiminfler, December 18, -1807.




