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S I " R , Meffina,'February \%, i 8 c 3 . *, while under 'Cover of this Fire, he laboured t3 
I N Obedience to your Orders, I have Lhe Honour [ e^ablifh T w o Breaching Batteries, at Three and 

; to report the Particulars of what occurred since the j Eu:ir Hundred Yards ELIance*. I t was not, how-
sirit Appearance of th.e Enemy btfcre Scylia. 

Af.er being invested by General ".leg••li.-rr's Army I rer.-iercd totally useless; nor 
during Seven Weeks, and battered fur Six Days by 
Fourteen Pieces of heavy Ordnance, the little Castle 
of Scylla ha3 fa!!=n into his Hands ° Eut I have the 

ever, till thc r4 th , that ov*r Parapet and Guns were 
till then did the 

Slaughter ahe-t.- to which their Parties employed on 
e Breaching Batteiies were exposed from our 
ra-ape and Shells. 
Fi'or.i thio Time our D e f a c e war. confined to heartfelt Satisfaction to add, that not or.e of the 

gallant Garrison placed ui-.der my Orders has become < Musketry, as our Guns h y h:*ritd under the Ruins 
hid Prisoner. 

•I.i the latter End of Decsnibcr, 
I of die Piirapet, and the clef;; 'Eire from Five Twenty-

Arrival of i four-Pounders became incest' 
"Troop's and Ordnance-Stores at Se/i:.'iiur<. left me no 
•p.oom to doubt the Enemy's Intent'on ot besieging 
Scylla, and Partie.> of the Pe'-santr.* were accord­
ingly sent out to ie;.-.!*.! the Passes os J.:lano imprac­
ticable, and to create Obstacle;* to hi J Advance, by 
Cuts across i'nn v-ir-uu-j Paths which lead from the 
Heights of. Milia dev::! to Scylin. This Work, as 
well as the levelling cf Fer.c-'S. sire, proceeded ra­
pidly, and essechu-.l!)- under the Dire»':'oii of Captain 
Nicholas', Af'iistr.m Qtiarter.Mastfc.--G-Lns.-ral; when, 
-jpoi: the 3 1 It of December, the ao..-need Work­
men, ard . the Out Post j ox the Mass.', were driven 
in by Three French Battalions, and* a Detachment 
cf Cavalry, under General Millet, wl„i\:h took Post 
upon thc Height.-; above us ; and on the following 
Day Regnier brought up T w o more Battalions, and 
spreading his Out Posts to "Favezzi'-a, Bagnara, &c. 
completed the Investment of the Town. a'-Lt this 
Time the Garrison of the Castle con-silled of about 
T w o Hundred British, and from Four to Five H u n ­
dred Masse occupied the Town. 

£Thi2 Enemy's Troops were now incessantly em- , 
ployed iu forming the i-loads necessary for bringing; 
his .heavy Ordnance from Seminara, while we la­
boured to render, the Approach to Scylla difficult, 
and harassed the French by constant At tacks on his 

• O u t Posts with Parties of the Masse, snd occasionally 
•with Boats. In some of these partial Actions the 
Enemy suffered severely ; particulaily in a Night 
At tack at Bagnara, where "she Voltigcnrs cf the 23d 
E igh t Infantry were cut to Pieces. 

Owing to these Checks, the French were retarded 
tin til the 6th of February, when they descended the 
Heights in Force, and came within a distant Range 

-of our Guns ; and from this Day they honoured our 
•'little Castle with all the detailed Precautions of a 
-regular Siege, in covering his Approaches and Com- • 
jrnunication*-. The Skirmishes between the Enemy 
.and (.he Masse became very lerious : the latter dis­
played great Gallantry ; and enjoying the Support 

.of the Castle Guns, obliged the French to purchase 
•'their Advance w'ich heavy Loss ; but, on the 9th, 
ti/.-ere obliged to yield to the Numbers o f the Enemy, • 
who-assailed the Town on all Sides: our Guns , 

chowever covered their Retreat ; and 1 had the Sa 

Slaughter 

In the mean Tim'* 
we discovered him attempting to mine the Right 
Bastion, upon which he continued at work sor Three 
Nights, but I apprehend without the expected 
Success. 

In the Night of the 15th, the Frer.eh pushed 
round the Foot of the Rock, with the Intention of 
destroying the Sea Staircase, hut we happily disco 
vered them, and beat them ess with 
to which their desperate Situation exoofed th tm. 

T h e Fire from the Breaching Batteries hud been 
variously directed till the Evening of the i6th„ 
when they bent their undivided Fury against thc 
Left Bastion with such Success, that the Breach 
would probably have been practicable by the follow­
ing Evening. I t was under these Circumstances 
that 1 received your Orders to evacuate: the Caltle, 
and have the great 'Satisfaction of reporting, that 
we accomplished this Yesterday Morning, in full 
View of the Enemy, and without leaving an Indi­
vidual behind. T h e Approach of thc Boats from 
Faro gave tl.e French full Intimation of our De­
sign, but the tempestuous State of the Weather 
obliged us to seize the sliort Opportunity of an 
Hour ' s Lull. Every Battery poured its utmolt 
Fire upon the Castle, and subsequently upon the 
Boats ; whiie Infantry with Field Pieces tried the 
Breach on either Side. 

T h e Garrison was drawn off in Succession, and 
the Embarkation effected with the greatest Oider , 
notwithstanding the tremendous Fire of Grape, 
Shells, o*c. Our Loss in the Operation was small; 
and before we were a Mu'Jket-Shot .distant, the 
French were iii the Fort . 

T h e masterly Arrangement of the Transport 
Boats and Men of War Launches upon this Oc­
casion, does high Honour to Captain-Trollope, of 
His Majesty's Ship Ekct ra , who personally super­
intended this Service ; and the Conduct of the 
Officers and Men under him v/as-marked with all 
the Coolness and Dexterity of Britilh Seamen. I 
regret to add, that .One of them was killed in the 
Operation, and Ten wounded, some of them dan­
gerously. The uniform good Conduct cf the Gar­
rison which I have had the good Fortune to com­
mand, demands .my wannest Gra t i tude ; and their 

tisfaction of ser.ding oss these brave Peasants t o ' intrepid Spirit during the Siege is hardly more com-
Meffina ..without leaving -a Man in the Enemy's mendable than the Zeal' v/ith which they went 
Hands . . through the h-favy Fatigues that preceded it. 

' T h e Force which General Regnier had brought 1 * T h e Detachment of the Royal Artillery was 
t o besiege Scylla, confuted of a Body of Cavalry, 
the 23d Light Infantry, the ist, 6sd and fo r s to f 
the Lute, hi all about Six. Thousand Ivlcn ; with 

rFour Mortars, besides Field.Pieces 
On the Morning of the I i th , he opened his Bat­

teries, directing his Efforts to the Destruction of 
our upper Works, and the .disabling of our.Guns.j-* 

highly conspicuous; the Excellence of their Gun­
nery was proved by the severe Losses wliich the 
Enemy .has'sustained .j and I cannot too strongly ex-

Five Twenty-four-Poundera, Five Eightter.s, -ind. press my Sense of the Skill and indefatigable Zeal 
which Lieutenant Dunn has displayed throughout 
the Siege. 

I feel highly indebted to the Exertions of Cap­
tains Cruiklhaiaks of the 6zd, Jordan of the 27tL> 
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