o of bcy'l‘\..laa fallen iato his Hands: D
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SIR Kicfma, Febeuary 18, 18c3.
IN Obedience to your Orders, L tave Lhe Eonour

i¢o weport the Particulars of what scunrred fince the

firit Appearance o[ the Enemy befcre Scylia,

After being invelied b) General Z‘Lgv-r s Army
-during Seven \1ch¢< and bastered fur-bix Days by
Fourscen Pieces of L weavy Gidnanccl the .mlL Caltle
at I have the
heartfely Sarisfa®icn to add, that not oae of the
rallant Gurrifon placed tuder my Crders hus becorae
als Prifoner.

Ia the latter End o
’quo s znd Crdnanee

of Dncﬂ.lbcr, the Arrival of
bfoms 4t Semivura 1t e no

Doom to doubt the B nemy *s Intent'on ot Gelleging
Su’ la, and Partic, of ke Pe fanu"' weve a2ccord-
-ugly fent out to reuder the Palles u; olano imprac-
txcabm, and to ¢ recte Obilacles to hiv Advauce, by
Cuts zcrofs the varions Paths v'h"ch lead from the
Heights of. Mx‘x.v duvn to Scylin. This Work, us
will as the leveliing of Feeges, &e. arocveded ra-
pilly.and eFectually ender the Dirceslon of Captain
Wicholas, Afiiftuue Qxart r-Maller Cuneral s when,
zpon the 3ilt of liccember, the ad~rnced Work-
men, and.the Our Poils of the Bafly, were didven
in by Thrze Ireuch Battalions, and ¢ Detachment
of Cavalry, ander Gensral Miller, wiich todk Polt
upon the Heights above us; and oa the following
Day Regnier brought up Two more B .Luh'o']s, and
fpreading his Gut Pofts to rd»ezm.‘a, Zagnara, &c.
completcd the. Iuvelment of the Town. At this
Time the Garrifon of the Callle confilted of about
Two Hundred Britith, and from Four to Five Hun-.
dred Mafle occupied the Town.

Zhe Enemy’s Troope were now inceflantly em-
ployed in forming the Roads nucetlary for bringing
‘his heavy Orc.nance from Sem! nara, while we la-
boured to render.the Appreach to Seylla diflicule,
and harafled the French bv conftant Astacks on his
.Out Pofts with Parties of the Mafle, zud occafionaily
wits Boats. In .fome of thele partial Actions the
Enemy f{uffered feverely; })urt ‘culatly in a Night
Artack at Bagnarg, whereThe Vohigears cf the 23d
Zight Infantry were cut to Picces.

Owingto thefe Checks, the French were retarded
antil the 6th of February, when they delzended the
Heights in Force, and came within a d:Rani Range
.of our Guns ; and from this Day they honourcd our
ictle Caltle with all thc detailed Precoutions of a
ivegalar iege, in covering his Approaches and Com-
rnunicztions.  The Skirmithes between the Enemy
.and the DMaffe became very lerious @ the lateer dils
{Aayed great Gailuntry ; and enjoying the Support
.of the Caftle Cuns, chliged the French to purchafe
:their Advance wi ch lltd,V) Lofs; -but, on the gth,
-irere oblized to yield to the Numbers of the Eneny,
who affatled the Tawn on all Sides:
:Mowever covered their Retreat ;3 and 1 had the Sa-
-tisfaltion of fending off thefe brave Pizlants to
Mecffiza without leaving 2 Man in the Enemy’s
Hoands.

* *The ‘Force which General Regnier had brought
.to befiege Scylla, confiled of a Body of Cavairy,
the 23d Light Infantry, the 1ft, 62d and rotft of-
:the Line, 1u all about Six .[‘Loufaua Ien; with

®ive Tweaty-four-Pounders, Five Eighteens, and .

Four Mortars, befides Ficld. Pieces,
On the Morning of the r1th, he opened his Bat-

.geries, dn"cé’(m%1
our upper Works, and the difabling of our Guns ;-

our Guns,|

F

his Efforts to the Deftruéion of |

while under ‘Caver of tiis Tire, he laboured t3
blith 'Two Breaching Batteries, at Three and
ar Hendred Vards u.f{sm-. It was nat, how-
cwr, td the r4th, taat our Faraper und Guns were
rendered totally ufelels; nor il then did the
Slaugnter abarz to which their Partics employed on
the Brea‘umg Batterizs were expoled from our
\Jmp\. and Shells.
Froma this Time our
B u{\eny, zs our Guns lay
of the Parapet, and the ¢lofe 77
four-Pounders becams inccfiunt.

¢itab

Defince war confined to
b: mcd under the Ruins
ire from Five Toenty-
In the mean Tim=

we difcovered him atten:siieg to mine tm. Pight
Baftiou, upon which he cc.:u..u:u at weork for Three
Nights, but I appreleng withour the expeéted

Suceels.

In the Night or the rsth, the French puafhed
round the oot of the Rock, with the fusention of
deliroying the Sea u[axrc.afr:, tut we h.’:upxl) difco-
vered th e, and beat them off with e Slaughtee
to- wlnch their ugfperate Siteation exsoled them.

he Five from e Bunclh.ng BJLLL“LQ [:ud beea
varioufly direCed till the Evenlng of the 16th,
when they bent their wwdivided l‘m',' '1g.“‘1fl tie
Left Ballionr with fuch Succels, that the Breach
would probably have been praicatie by the {ollow-
g Eveal: og- it was under thefe (.,ch.:m{ ances
that 1 received your Orders to cvacuzie the Caikle,
and Lave the great Satisfalion of reporting, that
we accomplifhed this Yefterday Moraing, in full
View of thz Eunemy, and without lraving an Iandi-
vidual behind. The Approach of the Boats from
Faro gave the Freuch full Intimation of our De-
hgn, but the tempeftiious State of the Weather
obhgeu us to fuize the fhort Opportunity of an
Hour’s Lull. Every Battery poured its utmolft
Tire upon the Caltle, and fubfequently .upon the
Boats; while 'lnfantry with Field Pieces tried the
B\eacn on either Side.

The Garrifon was drawn oﬂ‘ in Succeffion, and
the Embarkation effc@ed with the greateft Ovder,
notwithftanding the tremendous Fire of Grape,
i Shells, &c. Our Lofs in the Opevration was fmall ;
and before we were a Mufket-Shot diflant, thc
French were in the Fort.

The mafterly Arrangement of the Tranfport
Boats and Men of War Launches upon this Oc.
calion, dues high Honour to Captain - ["roliope, of
His Majelty’s %hlp El¢&ra, who perfonaliy fuper-
intended this Service; and the Conduét of the
Officers and Men under him wasanarked with all
the Coolnefs and Desterity of Britifh Seamen. 1
regret to add, that.One of them was killed in the
Operation, and Ten wouuded, fome of them dan-
geroully.  The uniform goud Condull of the Gar-
rifoi which I have had the food Fortune o com-
mand, demands my warmcﬂ: Gratitude 3 and their
intrepid ‘Spiit dying the Siege is hardly more coma
mendable than the Zeal” with which they went
through the héavy Fatigues that preceded it.

*T'he Dwtachment 01' the Royal Astillery was
highly confpicaous; the Excellence of their Gun-
nery was proved by the fevere Lofles which the
Enemy has {aitained ; and 1 cannot too ltrongly ex-

prefs m I{ Senfe of the Skill and indefatigable Zeal
which Lieutenant Dunn has difplayed throughout,
_the Siege.

I feel highly indebted to the Exertious of Cap-
tains Cruikthianks of the 624, Jordan of the 27th,
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