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as a Number of them jumped overboad, and'T fear
a great many of them were drowned,

‘The St. Jofeph is only Six Years old, is Copper-
faftered, well found in every Refpect, fails remark-
ably falt, i pierced for Sixtecn Gurs, s One Hun-
éred and Forty-five Tons Burthen, aud in my Opi-
nion well calctlated for His Majefty’s Service.

" 1 have the Honour to be, &c. :
(Signed) T, SEARLE, Capt.
To Sir Thomas Living flone, Bart. Captain
of His Mujcily’s Ship Rensiamée, and
Senive Officer et Carthegena.

Admiraity-Office, April 26, 1808.

Zxivall of a Letter from Regr-Aduiral Purvis to
Vice- Admiral the £inht Honouralls Lord Colfing-
apoad, dated on bsard His Majefly’s Ship dilas, off

Cadiz, /fpra"/ 6, 1808. :
E AVING direéted the Captaius nf the Mercury
and Grafshopaer to put themlvives under the
Orders of Captain Maxwell of the Alcelte, off the
Light-Houle, until Sir John Gore in the Revenge,
with the Excellent, fhould return to that Station, it
appears by Captain Maxwell’s Letter to me of the
4th Inftant, that a large Convoy of the Enemy
was dilcovered puthing for Cadiz from the North-
ward, under the Proteltion of abuut Twenty Gun.
Boats and a numerous T'rzin of Fiying Artillery on
‘the Beach. At Three P M. the Convoy being off
Rota, Captain Maxwell with his little Squadion
.attacked them, and after having deftroyed Two of
their -Gun-Boots, driven the others away, and
ilenced the Batteries at Rote, they captured Seven
of the Convoy, and drove many of them athore in
the Surf, Captain Maxwell gives Captain Searle
sthe Credit of filencing the Batteries at Rota, and
fpeaks of him in Terms of high Praife and Admi-
vation for bis gallent Behaviour and fkilful Manage-
sment in the midlt of Sheals, dviving the Fuemy
from their Guous with his Grope-Shat, and keeping
a4 Divifion of the Gon-Borts 12 checlz at the famce
‘Fime, which had cotne out rom Cod'z o aflill the
others engaged by the Aleclie and Meveury. Cap-
rain Mazwell fpraks of his Dificers and Men, as
well as of thole belonging to the -Mercury and
Lerafshoppers in exalied Terms for their Dravery
2nd cool Dekaviour, and particularizes the Names
af many Offcers, which your Lordfiy will fee in
+he Copy of his Lattzr which I have the Honour
“herewith to inelof . - . ‘
2is Mejofty’s Ship Alecfle, in Shore,,

S M R, 51:{' ."_}m:;’z, /I:pri] 2% 1558,
I HAVE the Honour to inform yeu, that

when ac Anchor To-day with ‘His “ajelty’s Ship
Mercury, 20d Craishopper Drig, Saint S.baltian’s
Lighthoule 8. E. Tillesee Three Miles, Wind W,

S. W. a larse Cotivoy of the Eaemy was difcovered .

coming clofe aicng Shore from the Northward,
under the 2Proteceion .of about Twenty Guan-Boats
and a avererous 'rain of Flying Artillery on the
Beach, At thiece 2. 11 1 made the Signal to
weigh and attac’ the Cenvuy, and ftood dir«:aiy in
for the Body of them, thin off the Town of Rota;
at Iour, the Enemy’s Shot and Shells from the
.Gun-Boats and Baiterics voing far over us, His
Majelty’s Shins opened their Fire, which was kept
up with great Vivacity urcil half-palt Six,” when we
had taken Seven of the Jonvay, and drove a great,
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many others on Shore .on the Smf; compelled the

Gun-Boats to retreat, which they did very relo&-

antly, and not uniil Two of them were deftroyed ;

and actually filenced the Batteries at Rota, whick

latter Service was performed by the extraordinary

Gallantry and good Conduét ot Caprain Searle, in

the Grafshopper, who kept in upon the Shoal to

the Southward of the Town {o near as to drive the

Eunemy from the Guns with Grape from his Thirty-

two Pound Carronades, and at the fame Time kept

in Check a Divifion of Gun-Boats that had come

out from Cadiz to affift the others engaged by the

Alcefte and Mercury. It was a general Cry in

both Ships, * Ouly look how mnobly the Brig

behaves!””  The Situation of our little Squadron

was rather a critical one, tacking every Fifteen

Minutes clofe on the Edge of the Shoal, with the

Wind iu, and frequently engaged both Sides ; in the
Heat of the Action, the Fivlt Licutenant, Allen
Stewart, volunteered to board the Convoy, if I would
give him the Boats, I was fo firuck with the Gal-
lautry of the Offer, that I could not refrain from
granting them, although attended with great Riflk,
He weat, accompanied with Lieutenant Pipon and
Lieutenant Hawky of the Royal Marines, who moft
handfomely volunteered to go, as their Party were

chicfly employed working the Ship. Mr. Arfcott-
and Mr. Day, Mafters’ Mates, Meflis. Parker,

Adair, Crgokc‘r, M¢Caul, and M‘Lean, Mid{kipmen;

they were {von followed by the Mercury’s Boats, under
the Command of the Firft Lieutenant W. O. Pell,
accompanied by Lieutenant Gordan, and Lieutenant
Whylock, Mr. Ducain, and Mr, M. R. Cumnmings,

Matters’ Mates. The Boats, led by Lieutenant Stew-
art, pufhed on in the molt gallant Manuer, boarded
and brought out Seven Tartans from under the very
Muzzles of the Enemy’s Guns, and from under the

Protection of the Barges and Pinnaces of the Com-.
hined Fleet, which had, by that Time, joined the
Gun-Boats. I was greatly indebted to Lieutenants
Hickman and Jervoile, (who both wifhed to go iu

the Boatg,) fur the {pivited and well-direGted Fire

they kept up from the Main Deck; allo to Mr.

Welllake, the Mafter, for his great Attention to

the tteering and working the Ship ; and I.have much
Pleafure in adding, that the other Officers, Seamen,
and Marines, behaved with the utmoft Bravery and
.Coolnefs. Captains Gordon and Searle (whofe Gal-
lantry aud excellent Conduét it might be Piefumption
in an, Officer of my ftauding in the Service to com-

ment upon) alfo report upon the great Bravery and
Coolnelsof their refpective Officers, Seamen, and Ma-
vines. Lt is with much Pleafure T have to add, the-
Y'rigates have received no material Damage ; the Mer-

cury, an Anchor fhot away, her Sails and Rigging
cut, though not much ; our Sails-and Rigging in
the fame Way ; but the Grafshopper, I am forry to
fay, is a great deal damaged in the Hull, the Main
Topmalt fhot through Shrouds, Sails and Running.
Rigaing cut almoit to Picces: the had One Man

‘mortally wounded, the Gunuer and Two others
wounded, but not feverely.

The capiured Veilels are all loaded on Govein-
went account for the Arfenal at Cadiz 5 and, I am
happy to [ay, there is a very confidérable Qlantity'
of valuable Ship Timber. :

The Zett of this litile Service was greatly height-

ened by being - performed in the Mouth of Cadiz
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