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*5,408,7661 6:. Stérling © on tuc Merits of whick
Claims the Board were, after full Inveftization, in
the firft place to decide ; and having fo decided, o
diftribute the 600,000/, under their Charge, in-pro-

. portion to the Sums they had adjudged to be good,

2dly. That befides a very great Number of inter-
iocutory Refolutions and Orders, which the State of
the Claims rendered ahlolutely neceffary, many of

* them involving Queftions on Points of leading Impor-
tance, and Details arifing out of the Examinations of

- Documents or other Evidence in each particular

- Cafe, {{uch as with the Reprefentations in purfuance
of thofe Refolutions and Orders will be found to
fuggelt fuficient Grounds for deciding, without

. much furtber Inquiry, many of thofe Cafes in which
Adjudications have not yet been given,) final Adju-
dications have been made by the Board, either on the
wwhole or on Parts of Claims, to the Amount of
1,962,315l 16s. 9id.

3dly. That, of this Sum, Claims have been ad-

judged to be good to the Amount of 822,133/
125, 3d.; and on various Grouuds rejefted, difal-
lowed, dedufted, or ftruck off, to the Amount of
1,140,182/ 4¢. 634, '

4thly. That the Sume [comparatively of {mall
Amount) which have been recovered by Claimants
from their Debtors in America doring the Invetti-
gation, chiefly by Means of Proceedings inftituted
or purfued in confequeace of the General Orders of
the Board, are included in the Sums which have been
fo deduéted or ftruck off. ‘

sthly. That on the above Sum of 822,1334
t2s. 3d. adjudged to be good, Dividends have been
paid, or are ready to be paid, to the Amount of
Twenty per Cent. or Oune-fifth part of the above
Sum.

6ihly. That although Loffes have been unquef-
tionably fultained by Subje@s of His, Majefty, as
Creditors of Citizens or Inhabitants of the United
States, from the Non-payment of Debts which were
juftly due to them at the Date of the Definitive
Y'reaty of Peace in 1783, to a much greater
Amount than even the large Sum for which Claims
have come before the Board ; yet the Iaveitigation

_ has fhewn that much of that Lofs was the neceflary
and unavoidable Confequence of the general Cala.
mity, which, from the Ruin it had brought on Mul-
titudes of thofe Debtors who were alive, and 'to be
fourd at the End of the War, or the Confufion in
which it had involved the Affairs of others who were
dead, and whofe Eftates had fallen into the Hands of
negligent, dithonett, or wafteful Adn‘xiniﬂrators,wo_uld
have prevented the Recovery of 2 great Proportion
of thofe juft Debts, though the ordinary Courle of
judicial Proceedings had gone on as before the War,
that ordinary Courle having at all T'imes there, 28 in
other Countries, afforded to the Dithoneft the Meaus,
or becu inadequate to the Suppreffion of dilatory
{ Litigation. : )

7thly. That in the Application of fuch Principles
of Conftru&@ion as, on full Deliberation, the Board
have themfclves eftablifhed, or adopted from the
Decifions, on general Points of the Commiflion
which fat at Philadelphia under the Treaty of 1704,
{and they have adopted all the Decifions of that
Board, except fuch of them as, in confequence of
the United States being no longer a Party, are now

. inapplicable, ) it has been the chief Bufinefs of the

’

“Board to draw from the Evidence adduced by Claim-

ants, and every attainable Source of Information,
particularly the BMafs of Correfpondence with Par-
ties or Agents-at the Time, which their Orders (in
many Inllances with great Difficulty} had brought

‘before them, fuch Inferences as might lead to fome

fatisfaory Conclufion in each particular Cale, on
the Queftion how far the Loflfes complained of
ought to be imputed to the general Calamity ; and
bow far to thofe dire or evafive Impediments of
the Law which were created or {uffered to exift in
Breach of the 4th Article of the Treaty of Peace.*

8thly. That in the Exercife of thofe Powers of
fpecial Jurifdittion without Appeal, which the A&
has conferred upon them, they have been impeded in
a Manner which their Refolitions atid Orders, bath
general and particular, have fully pointed out, to a De-
gree indeed much beypnd even' what their previous

Knowledge of the Subjet had led them to anticipate ;°

but by thofe who truly defire that Juftice fhall zs near-
ty as poflible bé attained, it will not in the End be
Matter of "Regret that, in a Bufinels fo complicated,
and fuch as may eveatually, to the Extent of Mil-
lions, involve more than even the important Interefts
of the Partieg individually concerned ; where Error
too would be without Remedy ; the Board have not
beea prevailed on to facrifice’ the Duty of diligeat
Inquiry and Deliberation to that of Difpatch j—for
although they are ftrongly imprefled with a-Senfe of
the Hardfhips which Claimants, fo far as theit
Claims are:jult, have now fo long fultained, and
many Perlons of Chara@ler are Parties before them,
of whofe fair Intentions they have never had Reafon
to entertain & Doupbt ; yet as the fame :Species -of
Scrutiny, though in’different Degrees, has of courfe
been applied to-all, great Errors m .Conftruttion -as
well as Statement, and very grofs Attempts, -have
been detefted.

Lattly. That the Informaticn, of which the Board
are now poflefled, feems fufficiently to warrant the
Expe&ation that, notwithftanding the Mals of Mat-
ter which is. ftill before them, they will be able {if
no Obftruétions take place, which they cannot fore-
fee, and which they perfonally hope will not ke the
Cale), ta bring the whole Bulinels to a Conclufion
in the Coutfe of about T'wa Years from the prefent
Time, the divifible Fund bearing Intereft ‘in the
meanwhile ; as by virtue of an A&, which has been

paffed in the prefent Seffion of Parliament, empower-

ing the Board to withdraw from the Bank, and lay
out in the Purchafe of Exchequer Bills, as much of
the Fund as they fhould think proper, they have fo
withdrawn and Iaid out .416,040f. 1§s. 14. which,
in confequence of recent Payments, leaves only a
{mall Balance in the Bavk ; and they will endeavour
to difcharge that additional Trul o the beft Ad.
vantage.

ORDERED further, That a Lift be publifhed

of the Nanies of thole Claimants, of whofe Claime .

no Part ic now auny longer before the Board, the

{ame having been fully.aud finally decided on in the -

whole, with the Sums relpetively adjudged to be
good in each, (where the Whole has not been re-
jeted, ) and the Dividends paid,-or ready to be paid,
on {uch Adjudications; the faid Lift of Claims,

which are now no longer before the Board, being as ~

follows:
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