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and ‘from that "Tirie he had Poftsin the Hills on
both Sides of the Valley, ‘as well as in the Plain in
Front of his Army, which was polted on the
‘Heights in Front of Rolela, its Right reﬁing upoi
:the Hills, its Left upon an Eminence on which was®
2 Windmill, and the whole covering Four or Five
Pafles into the Mountains-in his Rear.

} have Reafcn to believe that his Force confilted
of at lealt Six Thoufand Men, of which about Five
Hundred were Cavalry, with ‘Five Pieces of Can-
won 3.and there was fome Reafon to believe that
Ceoeral Loifon, who was at Rio Major Yelterday,
would join -General Laborde by his Right in the
Courfe of the Night. "The Plan of Attack was
formed accordingly, and the Army having bru'ke_n
up from Laldes this Morning, was formed into
Three Columns; the Right, conﬁﬁi_ng of T'welve
Hundred Portuguefe Infantry and Fifty Portaguele
Cavalry, deflined to turn the Enemy’s Left, and
penerrate into the Mountains in his Rear; the ch:',
confifting of Major General Fergulow’s and Bri-
gadier-General Bowes’s Brigades of Infantry, Three
Companies of Riflemen, a Brigade of Light Ar-
tillery, and Twenty Britith and T'wenty Portuguefe
Cavalry, was deftined, under the Command of Ma-

dos, to tura all the Ememy’s Polts on the Left of
the Valley, as well as the Right of his Polt at
Roleia; this Corps was alfo deltined to watch the
Motions of General Loifon, on the Enemy’s Right,
who [ had -heasd -had woved -from Rio Major te-
wards Alcoentré laft Night. The Centre Column,
confifting of Major-General Hill's, Brigadier-Ge.
neral . Nightingale’s, Brigadier- General Cragfurd’s,
and Brigadier-General Fane’s Brigades, (with the
Exception of the Riflemen detached -with Major-
General Fergufon,) and Four Hundred Portugucfe
Light Iafantry, the Britith and Portugptf& -Cava!r:y.,
a Brigade of Nine-Pounders, and a Brigade of Six-
Pounders, were deltined to attack General Iaborde’s
‘Pofition in Front. .
The Columns béing formed, the Troops moved
from'(Ebidos about Seven o’Clock in the Morning.

Brfgadier-General Fane’s Riflemen were immedi- .

ately detached into the Hills on the Left of the
Valley, to keep up the Commuuication between the

Centre-and Lett Columus, and to proteét the March

of the former along the Valley ; and the Enemy’s
Fofts were fucceflively driven in.  Major-General

Hill’s Brigade, formed in Three Columns of Bat-:

talions, moved on the Right of the Valley, fup-

ported by the Cavalry, in order to attack the Ene-,

-xhy*s Lelt ; and ‘Brigadier-Generals Nightingale and
Craufurd moved with the Artillery along the hxgh
Road, until at length the former formed in the Plaim
jomediately in the Enemy’s Front, fupported by
the Light Infaniry Companies, and the g45th Re-

giment of Brigadier-General Craufurd’s Brigade,
while the T'wo .other Regiments of this Brigade |
(the soth-and g1#t), and Half of the Nine-pounder

Brigade were kept as a.Referve in the Hear.

Infantry in =2 Village -upon .his Left.; and Major-

¢ General. Fergufon’s Column was defeending from the

Heights into the tPlain. ‘From thiSJSituat‘ion t.he
Enemy retired by the Palles into the Mountaias with

the utmolt Regulzrity and the greateflt Celerity ; and
notwithitanding the rapid Advance of the Britith
Lafautry, the Want of a {ufficiect Bady of Cavalry
was the Caufe of .his fuffering but little Lofs in the
Plain,

It was then neceflary to mske a Difpofition te
attack the formidable Pofition which he had taken
up.  Brigadier-General Fane’s Riflemen were al-
ready fa the Mounrains on his Right, asd no Time
was loft in attacking the diffcrent Pafles, as well to
fupport the Riflemen as to defear the Enemy. come
pletely, _ v

The Portuguefe {nfantry were crdered to move up
a Pals on the Right of the whole ; the Light Com-
panies of Major-General Hill's Brigade and the gth
Regiment moved up a Pafs next on the Right ; and
the zgth Regiment, [upported by the gth Regiment,
under Brigadier-General Nighiiagale, 2 Third Palsg
and the 45th and 8z2d Regiments, Paffes on the
Left. - Thele Palfes ‘were all difficult of Accefs,
and fome of them were well defended by the Ene-
my, particularly that which was attacked by the
2g9th and gth Regiments. Thefe Regiments ar-
tacked with the greatett Impetuehty, and reached

} the Enemy before thole whofe Attacks were to be
jor-Geueral Fergufon, to.afcend the Hilis at*(Ebi-"

made -on their Flanks : the Defence of ‘the Eremy
was defperate, and it was in this Atrack principally
that we {ultained the Lofs which we have to lament,
particularly of that galiant Officer the Honourable
Lieutenant-Colonel Lake, who diftinguithed him{clf
upon this*Occafion. ’

The Enemy, was,however, driven from all the: Po-
fitions he had taken in the Paffes of the Mountains,
and our Troops were advanced iu the Plains ou their
Tops. For a confiderable Length of Time the 29th’
and gth Regimencs alone were advanced-to this Point,
with Brigadier -General Fane’s Riflemen at a Dil
tance-on the Left, and they were afterwardsfupporied
by the sth Regiment, and by the Light Companics
of Major-General Hill’s Brigade, which had come up
on their Right ;.and by the other Troops ordered to’
afcend the Mountairs, who came up-by Degrees.
The Enemy here made Three moft gallatit Attacks.
upon the 29th and gth Regiments, fupported, as I
have above itated, with a View to cover the Retreas .
of his defeated Army ; in all of which he was, how-
ever, repulfed; but he fucceeded in effe@ing his Re-
treat in good Ovder, owing, principally. to my Want
of Cavalry, and fecondly, to the Difficuity of bring-
ing up the Pafles of the Mountains with Celerity, a
[ufficient Number of "I'roops, and of Cannon. to tup-
port thofe which had Arft alcended. The Lofs of the
Enemy has, however, been very grezt; and he left
three Pleces of Cannon in our Hands. :

I cannot fufficiently appland the Condu& of the
Troops throughout this A&ion. The Enemy’s Po-
Gtions were formidable, and he took them up with
his u{ual.Ability and Celerity,and defended them moft
gallantly.  But I mult obferve that although we had
luch a-Superiority of Numbers employed in"the Ope-

[} rations of ¢his Day, .the T'roops atually engaged in
Major-General Hill and Brigadier—Gfpcrai ‘Night-”
ingale advanced upon the:Enemy’s Pofition, and, at’
- the fame. Moment, :Brigadier-General Fane’s Rifle-;
.men-were in the.Hills on-his Right ; the Portuguefe”

the Heat of the A&ion were, from unavoidable Cir.
cumflances, only the gth, gth, 2gth, the Riflemen of
the gstn and 6oth, aad-the Flank Companies-of Ma-
jor-General Hill’s Brigade, being a Number by no
‘means ¢qual to that of the Enemy :—their Condun&t,
therefore, deferves the higheft Commendation.

I cannot avoid to take this Opportunity of ex-
prefing -my Acknowledgments for the Aid aud
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