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wich to Tarvin, in the County of Chefter, and
other Roads in the fiid A& mentioned, {o far as
refpedts the Third Diftriét of the faid Roads.

An A& for making and maintaining a Road over
Horley Common'!, in the County of Surrey, to a
Place called Black Corner, and from thence to joiu
the Brighthelmttin Turiipke Road at Cuckficld, in
the County of Suflex - - .

An A& for enlarging the Term and Powers of
Two Ads of BHis.prefeit Majelty, for repairing the
Road from Tunbridge Wells, 10 the Couvnty of
Kent, to’ the Crofs Ways near Marestield- Street,
and from Tlorence’ Farm to Forelt Row, in the
County of Suffex. T

An A& to contiiue the Term and enlarge the
Powers of an A& of the Thivty-feventh Year of
His prefent, Majeity, for amending the Road from
or near Edenficld Chapel to the Towalhip of Lattle
Bolton ; and for making and maintainiug.a Road
from the faid Road at or near Booth Pits, to or near
Bury Biidge; in the County Palatine of Lancafter.

. An A& 1o continue the Term and enlarge the
Powers of Two Aéfs of His prefent Majefty, for
repairing the Road leading from Reading, in the
County,of Berks, through Henley, in the County
of Oxford, and Great Marlow to Hatlield, in the
County of Hertford; and alfo the Road leading
out of the faid Road at Marlow; over Great Mar-
low Bridge, through Byfham, to ar near the Thirty
Mile Stone in the Road leading from Maidenhead to
Reading aforefaid:

And L'hircy-five Private Adts.

Admiralty-Office, May 23, 1809. |
Copy of a Letter from Rear-Admiral the Honsurable

Sir Alexander Cochrane, K B Commander in Chief

of His Majefty's Ships and Ueffels at the Leeward

]j’lum/:, rajifi Ham/';:mbi; HJ W. Pole, dated on

Loard she Neptune, off the Mona Paff ge the 17th of

April 1804, 5 K

SIR, . Lo

HAVlNG in my Letter, {No.'63%,)" dated the
- 7th Inltant, informed the Lords Commiffioners
of the Admiralty of the Arrangements that had
been made between Licutenast-General Beckwith
and me for the Redu&ion of the Saints, and, if pol-
fible, to fecure the French Squadron of Thice Ships
of the Line and 'L'wo Frjgates, then at Anchot
there, which it is afcertained were fent to this Couu-
try exprefsly for the Relicf of Martinique 5 1 have
sow tiie Honour to acquaint you, for their L'nrd-
thips’ Informatiou, with our fubfequent Proceedings,
which have been attended with the Capiure of Le
1) Hautpoult, a fine new Ship, of S:vemy-four
Guns, of the largelt Clafs, L

The Truops, under the Command of Mejor-Ge.
reral Maitland, anived at the Saiuts on the 13th
Inftant, and were lauded the following Day with lit.
tle Lofs; the Dire&ion of all naval Operations con-
nedted with the Army having been left ehtively with
Captain Beaver, of the Acalta, who coudutted that
"Service with all the Corre@nefs and Celerity which
1 expe&:d of him. o

On the Afternoon of the fame Day Two Howit-
zers and Mortars began to play upon the Enemy’s
Ships; and 1 reccived Information that one of the
Line had weighed one of her Auchors, but that the
others did not appéar to be preparing fof Sea,
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I muft here call their Lordfhips® Attention to the
Situation of the Saints, which have Three Paffages
the tinemy could efcape through, and thefe being
fitnated in different Dire@ions made it particularly
difficult to guard by Five Ships of the Line, [0 as to
bring an equal Force to meet the Enemy at either
Point. . .

At Halfpat Nine in the Evening the concerted
Signal was made for the Enemy’s Ships having pug
to Sea; but the Signals were for their having gone
both to Windward and to Leeward of the 1lflands,
which was literally the Cafe, as I am informed the
Two Erigates proceeded onc Way, and the Three
Line of Battle Ships the other.

The Neptune being at the Time off the South,
Weflt Paffage, made Sail to join the Pompée fla-
tioned under the Welt End, which Ship I fonad
had clofed with, and in Chace of Three Ships, ap-
parently ftanding to the W. 8. W, but from their
Appearance in the Daik, 1did not fuppofe thew
to be of the Line. :

At this Time I was particularly at a Lofs how
to ad, for if thofe Ships fhould be.the Enemy’s
fmall Men of War, and the Line of Battle Ships
reported to be preparing for Sea, fhould remain be-
hind, the withdrawing of the Squadron from the | .
Saints would have been fatal to the Troops landed -~
the preceding Day. The Night was. very dark,,
and 1t was not poffible to determine whether the

- whole of the Ships making off were of the Line or

not, although we croffed fo near the lternmott, that’
her Shot firuck the Neptune, and killed One Man
and wounded Four. When Daylight approached
they were clearly difcavered, and every Eundeavour
ufed to come up with them, the Pompée being the
only Line of Battle Zhip in Company, and the Fei-
gates not joining uatil the following Day. Some
Ships were [een from the Malthead, to whom I fent
to fignify, by a Sloop of War, the Courfe we were
fteering. :

The Superiority of the Enemy’s failing, left little
Chanve fur the Neptuue getting up, unlefs fome of
the Ships were difabled, and if any Accident had
happened to the Pompée’s Malts, they mult in-
evitably have all efeaped ; I therefore direted Cap-
tain Faliie to eudeavour to cripple the {tecomolt
Ship, without bringiug on the colle@ed Fire of the
Three, then in Line abreait, In this Attempt he
was moft gallantly fupported by Captain Napicr, of
His Majefiy’s Slaop Recruit, 'who kept clofe up;
although tired at from all their Stern Chafe Guos,
and did every Thing that was poflible to be done 1o
cut away the Eaemy’s Malls and Riggiog, and
continued on this Service during the whole Chace,
which lalted until this Moroing at Half.paft Three,
when Le D’Haarpoult was brought to Aion by
the Pompée and Caltor, as will more fully appgar
by Captain Fabic’s Letter, here inclofed. | )

I thould aot render Juitice to that excellent Offi-
cer was | to withhold the Praife due to him fot his
apremitied Attention during v long and .arduous a
Purfuit, and his taking fuch Advantages of the
Enemy’s Siteation as they accalionally eccurred,

1 have much to regret in the Lots of thofe that.
have fallen and fuffered on the Ocecafion, a Lilt of
whom is inclofed. - .

As the other Twa Ships of the Enemy feparated
on the Morning of the 17th, 4t Two o’Clock, their
Route cannot be well, afcertained, I fuppofe they




