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of Parliament, on Tuefday, Fanuary 23, 1810

My Lords, and Gentlemen, .

IS Majefty commands us to exprefs to you His

deep Regret that the Lxertions of th? Em-
peror of Auftria againlt the Ambition and Violence
of France have proved unavailing, and that His Im-
perial Majefty has been compelled to abandon the
Conteft, and to conclude a difadvantageous Peace.
Although the War was undertaken by that M(T-
narch without Encouragement on the Part of His
Majelty, every Effort was made for the Affifance
of Auftria which His Majelty deemed confiftent

with the due Support of His Allies, and with the.

Welfare and Intereft of His own Dominions.

An Atutack upon the Naval Armaments and
Eftablithments in the Scheldt, afforded at once the
Profpe&t of deftroying 2 grawing Force, \vhic}.\ was
daily becoming more formidable to the Secx.mty of
this Country, and of diverting the Exertions of
France from the important Obje&ts of reinforcing
Her Armies on the Danube, and of controuling
the Spirit of Refiltance in the North of Germany
Thefe Confiderations determined His Majefty to
employ His Forces in an Expedition to the Sch-eldt.

Although the principal Ends of this Expedition
have not been attained, His Majelty confidently
hopes that Advantages, materially affedting the
Security of His Majefty’s Dominions in the further
Profecution of the War, will be found to refult
from the Demolition of the Dacks and Arfenals at
Flufhing. This important Object His Majelty was
enabled to accomplift, in confequence of the Re-
dudtion of the Ifland of Walcheren, by the Valour
of His Fleets and Armies.

His Majefty has given DireCtions that fuch Do-
cuments and Papers fhould be laid before you as He
trufts will afford fatisfatory Information upon the
Subject of this Expedition.

We have it in Command to flate to you that His

Majefty had uniformly notified to Sweden I1is Ma-

jefty’s decided Wifh, that in determining upon the
Quettion of Peace or War with France, and other
Continental Powers, fhe fhould be guided by Cou-
fiderations refulting from Her own Situation and
Interelts: While His Majelty therefore lameuts
that Sweden fhould have found it neceffary to pur-
chafe Peace by confiderable Sacrifices, His Majelty
cannot complain that She has concluded it without
His Majelty’s Participation, It is His Majefty’s
earneft With that no Event may occur to occafion
the Interruption of thofe Relations of Amity which
it is the Defire of His Majefty and the Intereft of
both Countries to preferve.

.We have it further in Command to communicate
to j'ou, that the Efforts of His Majelty for the
Proteétion of Portugal have been powerfully aided:
by the Confidence which the Prince Regent has re-
pofed in His Majelty, and by the Co-operation of
the Local Government, and of the People of that
Country. The Expulfion of the French from Por-
tugal, by His Majefty’s Forces under Lieutenant-
General Lord Vifcount Wellington, and the glo-
rious Victory obtained by him at Talavera, contri-
buted to check the Progre(s of the French Arms in
ti:e Peninfula during the late Campaign.

His Majefty dire&ts us to ftate that the Spanifh
Government, in the Name and by the Authority of
King Ferdinand the Seventh, has determined to af.
femble the general and extraordinary Cortes of the
Nation: His Majelty trults that this Meafure will -
give frefh Animation and Vigour to the Councils
and the Arms of Spain, and fuccefsfully dire&t the
Energies and Spirit of the Spanith People to the
Maintenance of their legitimate Monarchy, and ta
the uldimate Deliverance of their Country,

The moft important Confiderations of Policy and
of good Faith require that as long as this great
Caufe can be maintained with a Profpe& of Suc-
cefs, it thounld be fupported, according to the Nature
and Circumiftances of the Conteft, by the ftrenuous
and continued Afliltasce of the Power and Re-



