tailed Account of our Operations fince that Period ;
and which in Juftice to the Steadinefs, Bravery, and
good Condu& of His Majelty’s, and the Honcurable
Company’s Troops; I feel it my Duty to enter into
minutely ; trufting that the Names of thofe excellént
Officers, whom it has been my particular good For-
tune to have had the Honour to command, may be
noticed, in proporticn to the great national Service
which they have parformed, and the Honour ac-
quired by Fis Majeflty’s and the Honourable Com-
pany’s Troops, in an Attack upon the Town, Bat-
teries, Polts, and Shipping of 8t. Paul’s.

His Majefty’s Ships La Nereide and Otter, and
Honourable: Company’s Cruizer Walp, with Three
Hundred and Sixty eight Officers aud Men, whowere
embarked on the 16th Inftant at Fort Dancan, Ifland
of Roderiques, arrived off Port Loouis, Hle of France,
on the Evening of the 18th, and joined His Majelty’s
ship Raifonable, Commodore Rowley, and Sirvius;
early the next Morning, the 1¢1h, the Scamen and
Troops deftined for the Atrack, amounting to
Six hundred and Four, were, according to an Ar-
rangement made by Captain Corbett, and approved
by the Commodore, put on boatrd the Nereide, and
rowards Lvening, the Squadron fteod for the 1ile of
Bourbon ;. on the Morning of the 2oth being off the
Ealt Endof the ifland. . '

At Five A. M. on the 23d Inftant, the Troops
were -difembarked to the Southward of Point de
Gelotte, Seven-Miles from St. Paul’s, and immedi.
ately commenced a forced March, with a View of
erofing the Cauleways that extend over the Lake,
before the Enemy could difcover our Debarkation
or Approach to the Town, which we were fortunate
énough to effect; nor had they Tlime to form in-any
Torce uniil we had paffed the firongeit Pofition.
By Scven o’Clock we were in Pofleffion of the Firft
and Second Batteries, Lambouficre and La Cen-
tiere ; .when Captain Willoughby of the Royal
Navy, who commanded ‘a Detachment of about a
‘Hundred Seamen on Shore, and to whofe Zeal, Ac-
tivity and Exertions I feel much indebted, imme-
diately turned the Guns vpon the Enemy’s Ship-
ping, from whefe Tire, which was chiefly grape
and well- direfted, within Piftol Shot of the Shore,
we fuffered much,  being neceffarily expofed to it
“during our Movementsupon the Beach, and through
the Town. Trom the Battery La Centicre, Cap-
tain -Imlack was detached with the Second Column,
‘compofed of a Hundred and Forty-Two of the Se-
-cond Battalion of the 24 Regiment of Bombay Na-
tive Infantry and Twelve Europeans, to take Poffef
flon of the 3d, or Dattery of La Neuf, deferted by
‘the Enemy.  On his Way thither, he fcll in with
and was oppofed by the entire Foice of the French,
who had concentrated, and taken up a very ftrong
Vofition behind 2 Sione-Wall, with' Eight Brals
Tield Pieces, Six Pounders, upon their Flanks.
This Pult was inftantly charged in. the moft gallant
Manner by that' Officer and his Men. K

The Enemy however maintained their Pofition,
and Captain Hannor, of the 56th Regiment, was
-0 dered to proceed with the third Column to his
‘Bapport, who charged, and took Two of the Ene-
my’s Guns, The Aétion now became warm, but
never doubtful.  The Enemy being reinforced from
the Hills, and having alfo received ‘One Hundred
-and Ten Troops of the Line from the French Fri-
-gate-La Caroline, and 1he:Squadron-not being: able
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.to Rand in to fupport'us, our Movements being en-
dangered by their Fire, excep: at Intervals which
they always took Advantage of, Captaic Wik
loughby was direted 10 fpike the Guns of Lam-
boufiere and La Centiere, and with the Secamen
to man the third Battery La Neuf continving
to fire upon their Shipping, Dy this Arrange-
ment Captain Forbes, who with the Referve
had covered thofe Batteries, was enabled to advance
againft the Enemy, who, after an honouranle Re-
filtance, were compelled to give way ; their remain-,
ing Guns being carried by that excellent Officer, a
(ufficient Number of Men were ordered to a® as
Light Traops, and to purfue the Luemy, whilft the
3d Column, with Fart of the Referve, advanced
againit the 4th and gth Bauteries, La Piere and La
Caferne, which fell into our Hands without Oppofi-
tion, and whofe eutive Fire was immediately divected
againft the Enemy’s Shipping. Dy Half-palt Lighe
o’Clock, the Town, Batteries, Magazincs, Light
Brafs TField-Pieces, One Hundred and Seventeen

" aew and heavy [ron Guns, of different Calibies, and

all the Public Stores, were in our Pofleflion, with
{everal Prifoners. The luftant the Squadron per-
ceived that the Obje¢t in Landing had fucceeded,
and that they could, with Safcry to the Troops, ftand
in effeually, -they immediatcly anchored clofe to
the Enemy’s Shipping, which after a fhort Tiving
furrendered.  The Entire of the Batteries being de-
ftroyed, and the Town completcly commanded by
our Squadron, the Troops were re.imbarked by
Light o’Clock the.fame Evening.

Herewith I have the Hoénour 1o annex a Return of
the Shipping, Guns, and Stores taken and de-
ftroyed upon this Occafion. [:have allo the Honour
to inclofe a Return of the Killed, Wounded, and
Mifling , and though our Lofs has been fevere, itis
not equal to what might have been expefted from
the Nature of the.Attack, the Pofition and Strength
of the Enemy, aud the Number of Guns, to which
our little Force was expofed at different Times during
the Morning.

To the judicious Arraigements of Commodore
Rowley, the cordial Co-operation and Support of
the vert of the Officers of His Majeily’s Navy, and
perfonal Exertions and Affitance of Captain Corbett
in landing the entire Force from His Majelty’s Ship
La-Nercide, T limpute the happy Termmation and
ultimate Succels of this Enterprize. .

On the 2.4, late in the Evening, the Enemy ap-
peared in fome Force upon the Hills, and a heavy
Coluinn  was obferved advancing from St. Deants,
which T fince underltand to have bzen under the im-
mediate Commangd of General Des Bruflyes; the
Commadore and myfelf now agreed upon the Pro-
priety of landing a fufficient Force to deftroy all
public Property ; and accordingly the Marines, with
a few Sailors under Captain Willoughby, were or-
dered upon this Service, when 1 had an Cpportunity ...

of #gain witnefling the Steadinels and good Conduét -+ .

of the Seamen and Royal Marines, who effeCually
burnt an extenfive Government Store of conliderable

. Value: the remaining Stores were only faved fromfome

Doubt exifting refpedting their being public Property.

-On the Morning of the 23d, the entire Force was
put *in ‘Boats to re.land and awack the Enemy,
whole Retreat however to St.Dents during the Night
.prevented the.Neceflity of any further Debarkation.
The Commandaat, St. Michiel, being difpofed ¢



