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T'wenty_five Royal Marines ; Twenty-five Seamen,
under Mr Dobfon ; and Sixty-feven Non-commif-
fionéd Officers and Privates of the g4th Regiment,—
Reinforcements were fent in the Evening of the 211,
and Reliefs of the whole were offered; but declined.

SIR, _ -Cadiz, April 23, 1810.

1 have the Honor to iuform you, that at Two
o’Clock on-the Morning of the 21f, the Enemy
wopened upon the -Seventy-four-Gun Ship Gt Faulo,

_.and Gun-Boats fationed near Fort Matagorda, with
i hot Shot, and fucceeded in forcing them to abandon
* their Pofition.

Jmmediately -after this, they opencd upon Fort
Matagorda a' very -heavy.Caunonade -of -Guns and
Mortars,vbut -as it ~would -have  been impoffible to
dire@ -our "Fire with-a Certainty, I ordered Licu-
‘tenant Brereton, of the Royal Artillery, to delay
our Tire until Day-break.

The Morning difcovered Three Batteries oppofeﬂ.

to us, in the Trocadero of Twenty-onc -Guns, and
. from the Flight of their Shells we judged they had
-fight Mortars in-otherEhree Barteries.  Trom the
Time they commenced firing at the TFort they kept
~up amoft &remendous Cannonade of Shot and Shells
-with great Effe® until Night, when the Encmy
and the Tort both difcontinued.
. That Day’s Fire made a very large Breach in the
+Efcarp of the Rampart, on which was the principal
“Part of our Guns, and completely laying open our
Magazine.
We were, “from the Manner the Enemy placed
‘his Batteries, and which they had contrived to-do

~under matk of the Houfes in the Village of Troca-’
- dero, (dittant from the Fort about Nine Hundred

Yards) only able to bring Seven Guns to bear on
sthem; yet with thefe we contrived to filence, and,
. as I conceive, difmount the -Guns of one of their

Batteries, in which were Six Thirty-two Pounders.’

“I'he whole of the Night of the 2tft, and Morn-

ing of the 22d; I -cmployed in endeavouring to
~repair the Parapet of the South-Laft -Face, com-
pofed of Sand-Bags, and which, from the very
- heavy Fire of T'wenty-one Pieces of .Cannon, (molt
of them Thirty-two Pounders} the Enemy had
~totally demolifhed; fo that the Men at the Guns
were perfe&tly expofed.

We continued to-replace the Sand Bags and Al

up the Breach, fo as to put ourfelves in a tolerable
-State of Defence, and at Daybreak in the Morning
the Enemy opened with a Salvo from all his DBat.
terics. We returned the Fire with the fame Spirit
and Succefls as Yelterday, but the.Fort foon became
. a complete Ruin, and no where afforded any Shelter
. for the Reliefs. The Evacuation, however, only
tock place in confequence of ‘your Order; we left
-ghe Fort at Ten A. M.; Captain Stackpole, of the
+Royal. Navy, having beén fent by the Admiral to

~complete its Deftruction.
1 cannot fufficiently exprefs to you the Gallantry

-and Coolnefs with which every individual Officer, |

- Seaman, Marine, and Soldier condu&ed himfeld
- during the two Months we maincained this Poft,
. particularly during the two laft Days. .

. 1 beg, in:a particular Manner, to mention the
~Services of that molt -excellent Officer Licutenant
+Brereton, of the Royal Artillery, for his nnremitted

Attention to his Duty, and the maftecly Stile in.

which he ‘kept up his Fire on the Enemy:; -as
likewife Enfigns Cannon and Scott; of the gqth
Grenadiers: And I requeft, Sir, you will ftate to the
Admiral, how highly fenfible I am of the handfome
Manner in which Lieatenants Chapman and M¢Pher-
fon, of the Royal Navy, and one or two others,
whole Names I cannot now recollet, volunteered
their Services during the heavieft of the Fire.

Mr. Grorge Dohfon, Midfhipman of the Invin-
cible, had charge of the Seamen under my Com-
mand during the whole Time, and I beg you, Sir,
to recommend him to the Admiral, as a very excel-
lent and brave-Officer. :

Herewith I fend a Lift of Killed and Wounded 5
and among the former I am forry to return Major
Lefebure, of the Royal Engineers; he was killed
clofe to me by a Canuon-Ball; the Lofs of fuch an
excellent Officer is deeply to be lamented,

T have the Honour to be, &c.
(Signed) A.MACLAINE, Captain g4th Re-
giment, late Commander at.Fort Matagorda.
To Lieutenant-General Graham,
e, Ye. e

N.B. Hofpital-Mate Bennet, attached to the
94th Regiment, and who was the Surgeon attending
the Garnifon, ' I beg to recommend to your Notice,

4 as a molt attentive and excellent profeflional Mau;

he withes much to be appointed Affitant-Surgeon
of the gqth Regiment. I have omiteed to mentior
Licutenant Wright, of the Royal Artillery, who
fucceeded to the Command of the Artillery in the
Batteries on the Morning of the 22d, after Lieu-
tenant Brereton was wounded.

A. MACLAINE, Captain 94th Reg.

Lift of Killed and Wounded ot Fort Matagorda, on
the 21/ and 22d of April 1810.

Royal Engineers—1 Major, killed.

Royal Artillery—r1 Licutenant, 1 Serjeant, 8 Pri-
vates; wounded.

Royal Marines—3z Privates; killed ; 10 wounded.

88th Regiment—z Privates, killed.

gsth ditto—1 Corporal, 3 Privates, killed; 25
wounded.

Seamen—7 Seamen, killed ; z Midfhipmen, 10 Sea-
men, wounded.

Total—r1 Major, 15 Seamen, Marines, and
Soldiers, killed 5 1 Licutenant, 2 Midfhip-
men, 1 Serjeant; §3 Seamen and Privates,
wounded.

{Signed)  A.MACLAINE, Captain g4th

Grenadiers, late Commandes of
Fort Matagorda.
Lievtenant-General Grabam, commanding
Britifh Fore:s, Codiz.

Foretgn. Qffice; Downing-Strees, May 10, 1810,
The King has been pleafed to appoint John Philip
Morier; Efg; to be His Majelty’s Secretary of Le-
gation to the United States ot America.

W hiteball, May 8, 1810.
The King bas been pleafed to give and gram:
unto Thomas Ecclefton, of Scarilbrick, in the
County Palatine of Lancafter, Efq; cldeft Son and

 Heir of Thomas Ecclefon, late of the fame. Place,



